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Wharſoever ye do in wow or deed, dyall in 
the name of the Low Jeſus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him, Col. iii. x7. 


. —O—O——ooc— — — —  — —  ___ 
, 1 1 
- * 


L ON D ON: 
PRINTED BY JOHN RIVINGTON, JUN, 
For Joun, FRAN IVS, AND CHARLES RIVINGTON, | 
| AT Ne 62, IN Sr. Paur's CHURCHeYARD, , 
„% - 2 | 


* 


Fi 


q 
* 
* 4 
. 
* 
2 2 * ” 
$ JJ n p25 * 
4 * % 
% — rs es * 0 
8 o 4 
= — - rH 1 ** CRP 2 yo 1974 > . 5 
J : 12 n n * * WH irs) ade ras tn 
| _ a | Ws T 25 = N * 
- 1 2 n 
Ld ; y 5 
* — 4 e ? , ; 
* 
o 1 $ i 
: * 
: 4 
4 2 b 
: * 
. 
* o a 
_—_ 
— | & . ; 
7 
* n 
x : & 8 A 70 i 14 . 
© 5 
"XY ” 
8 
4 * 5 
. -& 4 
, 7 * * 
1 Ln * g 
1 5 - — 
Y . , 
* . ? 
5 
* . 
F o 
1 I Ly . * 
* op 7 2 — 
— 
8 — * * 
1 
I : y | 25 
3 4 8 
» 8 
21 4 
— w A £ 
* 
2 : a . ; 
9 * 7 
Ws % k 7 : 
7 # 
7 >. 
5 . 
: s 
| . 
: * 
3 * 
6 „ 7 N , 
o , Wy ; | 
* 1 
x * N 
* — * 
£ 
* 1 1 N 
* 7 LS * . 
e 2 A ; 
— 2 - * : g 
: 4 * * 
- 5 5 : 
: 7 
be . 4 0 * 4 
= * A . 3 » 
” ; 3 * , 
5 * * * o 
n 
. 3 lt? * 0 o 
7 f = 
5 ö 
7 2 Wood, * 
"4 : . CF — ; 
— 0 1 
K 6 4 9 
1 ; 5 
" 
; | 4h * * , 
. > 
* 
, Ate , 8 F £ * b 
* of a F 
*4 9 5 
> 
/ s : 
„ 
= * 7 
e . 
7 5 
* 
* - * : 
* * * ) 6. 
6 * 
A J WEL | + $4 
” W. . 9 6 
1 
* - 
8 F 
& . 4 * 
4 * nl 7 * 5 
- 7 * 5 g 
* Wa -. , * 
- 1 1 
* 8 N 
8 » 4 
N * «ud - * of 
Y . „ 
* 1 | 5 
5 = « * * * 
- 
* 
* - 1 
8 10 
7 my d:.# 
# * * 5 K 2 \ 
- 1 % 7 "4 
x ; , bi 
. 322 r 
. 
. 
: 0 
* 
4 
* 
N 
* 4 
n A b — 
C. 
ja” y 
B 
* — 
# * 
.. : a . 
Ws 
WW ** N 
On N * 5 4 - ; 
* * 
*. * — * 3 NT OR — — x 
2 wal — — a or — — ——U—4ê⁵ — . 1 ee"; * 
s — pe * ee ' n — > rats rc. 9 , = m ym 925 
2 _ FR 1 * mern e — jdt apart 
— — _ 1 = ——— — 2 * 5% - — 2 


4 1 5 : $0 . p b > l 2 
= 7 Y * 7 5 I . 4 als 4 2 8 
We: £ ; : ; : Fi UF Roa 
— g 
, g * 
4 2 2 * * 
3 


HESE Letters, upon the Death of 


Lady FRANGES SHIRLEY, came intò 
the Hands of her Executors, who were highly 
pleaſed and edified with reading them: 


They ſhewed them to ſeveral of their 
Friends, and they were unanimous in de- 


firing to ſee them publiſhed. They had a 
great Reſpect for thdir Judgment, and 


yielded to it for the following Reaſons: 55 


Tx thought Mr. Hirver's true Cha- 


racter was more legible here, than in his 


printed Books : For he appears the fame 
Admirer of Izsus in his Cloſet, as in his 


Pulpit=in his private Correſpondence, as 
when writing for the Public. His Heart 


appears to have been devoted wich fervent 
| Love 
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PREFACE 


*. 


Love to his divine Saviour. They wb 


not doubt of this, who converſed much 
with him, who faw him at his. Table, or 


heard him at his Prayers. But in theſe 


Letters here i is freſh Proof. They breathe' 


the warmeſt Sentiments of Gratitude, and | 
. demonſtrate that the Love of Go in 


CurrsT did actually influence his private, 
as well as his public Life and Converſation. 


Tux Editors acknowledge alſo, that they 
had a View to the Benefit of the Public. 
They had read theſe Letters with Pleaſure 
and Profit. The Subject, of which moſt of 
them treat: had warmed their Hearts, and 85 
they had been the Means of kindling in 
their Breaſt the ſame heavenly F lame. They. 
felt ſomething of the Love of Gop in 
CurIsT. And they were led to hope and | 
pray, that the Publication .of theſe Letters 
might be bleſſed to others, as the Reading, | 
of era had been to chemſelves. 3 


| CanrtsTIAN 


3 


F * EF: &' 16 
| CnRISTIAN READER, they are put into 
thy Hands, that thou mayeſt profit by them; 
and if they prove the Means of doing thee 
any Good, give the Glory where it is due. 
Mr. HERVEY certainly intended this in writ- 
ing them. You cannot peruſe one Letter 
without ſeeing, that he aimed at this with a 
ſingle Eye; and with the ſame Aim they 
are now laid before thee. If the bleſſed 
Gop pleaſe to make them acceptable and 


uſeful to his People, we have our Reward, 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Err 


My Laps *. : 
INCE I have wronged your v Ladyſbip⸗ s Con- 
deſcention and Generoſity, by doubting whe- 
ther my laſt Letter would be acceptable, I cannot 
forbear making the ſpeedieſt Reparation poffible. 
In thig, I ſhall take a Liberty, which your Ladyſhip | 
little expects. A Liberty, which will more than 
compenſate my late unreaſonable Diffidence of your 
Gvod-nature. — To hold'your Ladyſhip no longer 
in Suſpence, I ſhall take Leave to comment upon 
your valued and excellent Letter. Only aſſuring 
your Ladyſhip, that it is not to cenſure, but to ad- 
mire; to expreſs my own Satisfaction in it, and to 
confirm your Ladyſhip's good Reſolutions from it. 
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2 LETTERS To 


You are pleaſed to ſpeak of yourſelf as an un- 
worthy Object, before the infinitely exalted GOD of 


null. I congratulate your Ladyſnip, on being enabled 
to think meanly of yourſelf; and moſt heartily wiſh, 


That neither the Splendour of any Thing that is 


great, nor the Conceit of any Thing that is good 


in you, may ever withdraw your Eyes from lookin 


upon yourſelf as ſinful Duſt and Aſhes. But how 


can your Ladyſhip entertain ſuch ſelf- abaſing 


Thoughts, who have been accuſtomed to univerſal. 
Admiration, and to ſhine even in a Court? — Per- 


haps, you will rather aſk, How ſhall I perſevere in 
this amiable and advantageous Temper, notwith- 
ſtanding all the adulatory Infinuations, that may- be 
whiſpered in my Ear? — Indeed, my Lady, this is a 
very important Inquiry. And the Anſwer is ready. 
— By meditating on the unfpotted Holineſs, and 


| adorable Excellencies of the great GO D. On the 


Extent and Spirituality of his righteous Law. On 
the exceeding Sinfulneſs of. Sin; committed by 


Creatures, who are furrounded with the choiceſt, 


choiceſt Favours both of Providence and of Grace. 
You add, Bleſſed be GOD for all his ineſtimable 
Mercies. — Your Ladyſhip does right, to exerciſe 


Gratitude. A grateful Spirit is the moſt pleaſing to 


our almighty Benefactor, and the moſt honourable 
to our holy Religion; it tends to render the Poſ- 
ſeſſors moſt ſerenely happy, and to fit them for a 
continued Communication of divine Bleſſings. Let 


me, therefore, entreat your Ladyſhip to cultivate 


3 this 
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this benamentzl and delightful Diſpoſition. 'By fr.. 
quently contemplating the free and boundleſs Goods | 

| neſs of your heavenly Father. His Goodneſs is 
altogether as immenſe, as his Power, It is great, 
beyond Words, beyond Thoughts; and tan only be 
expreſſed in his glorious Gifts. And O! how mar- 
vellous, are theſe ! He has given Himſelf to be your 
Portion—his Son to be your Propitiation—his 
Spirit to be your Guide — his Promiſes to be your 
Charter —and his Kingdom, his own celeſtial King- 
dom, to be your eternal Inheritance, Well may we 
cry out, with the Prophet, in joyful Afﬀoniſliment; - 
“ How great is his Goodneſs, and how great is his 
Beauty!“ — hope, your Ladyſhip will always be- 
ware of harbouring low and diſhonourable EP 


benſions of the divine Benignity, 


| You fay farther, That you read the Bible with great 
Comfort. — Perſiſt, my Lady, in this beſt of Studies. 
This is the W y, to enlarge Knowlege ; to enereaſe 
Humility ; t-- quicken Gratitude ; to eſtabliſh and 
Improve .ery gracious Habit. — I need not expatiate 
on this Subject. If your Ladyſhip has taſted the 
Sweetneſs of this ſpiritual Manna, no Words of 
mine can give it a higher Reliſh. —I ſhall only be- 
ſeech the ever- bountiful Difpenfer of all Wiſdom, 
That the Word of CEHRIs T may dwell in your 
Ladyſhip richly.” Not only. be peruſed, but fink 
into your Heart, Not only have a tranſient Influ- 
ence, but dwell with an abiding Efficacy. And that, 
not outs but copioully, abundantly, * 
B 2 T. 


an LETTERS To 


4 þ il | Tuts is one of the nobleſt Bleſſings Jean wiſh 
{i 55 for your Ladyſhip, at the Commencement of the 
WMWe Tar. This will render each revolving Vear, 
us!  - happier than the preceding; and render all, a Pre- 
wr ee a as well as an enn to, a en 
| | 

| 


[511 = I, HAVE : communicated to my worthy F ciend, the 
"TRAN Meſſage which your Ladyſhip was pleaſed to tranſ- 
| | mit. He is all Activity and Zeal to ſerve poor Mr. 
Tn Browne. Like one thoroughly ſenſible, that yet a 
1 | little while, and the Diſtreſſes of our Brethren, and 
b | 1 all Opportunities of adminiſtring to their alles, 
[14 will be no more. | 
it I FoRGOT to return my thankful Acknowlege- 
| || ments to your Ladyſhip, for attempting to procure | 
| | | me a Scarf. I knew nothing of your Ladyſhip's be- 
ut ing aſked, when you was ſo good as to intereſt your- 
1 ſelf in the Affair. And J beg of your Ladyſhip, not 
f to beſtow another Thought upon it. For, I aſſure 
you, I would rather decline, than follicit, ſuch an 
14 Honour. | 
I i Bor, n as I am of - ih I ſhall D—_ 
. debre the Honour, of profeſſing and approving my- 
11 ſelf, . 1 . 
11 Ran Lour Ladyſhip's moſt + Try 
N i Sel Jaz. 7, 1750. and moſt obedient Servant. 
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DE i K dee 


| Mr Labr, e 
R. Whiteheld informed me, e —_ 
ſhip was pleaſed to enquire after my Books, 
and was inclined to admit them into your Collection. 
Encouraged by this condeſcending Hint, they no- 55 
wait upon your Ladyſhip, and beg the Honour of 
your Acceptance. This they would have done much 
ſooner, but, being out of Print, I was under a * 


ceſſity of ſtaying for the new Edition. 
THEY wait upon you, my Lady, not with a view 


of detaining your Ladyſhip's Attention, one ſingle 


Inſtant, from thoſe ineſtimable and divine Volumes, 
the Holy Scriptures. But if, in ſome vacant Mo- 
ment, when a Relaxation from ſublimer Thoughts: 
is requiſite, they may be allowed to entertain your 
Ladyfhip, I ſhall think them highly privileged. 
AnD how happy ſhall I think the Author, if they 
may be a Means of raiſing in your Ladyſhip's Mind, 
a more frequent Advertence to, and more amiable- 
Apprehenſions of, the ever-preſent, the all- gracious 
GOD !— That GOD, whoſe tranſcendent Per- 
fections ſhine through univerſal Nature; and are 
_ diſplayed, with infinitely ſuperior Luſtre, in the Re- 
demption of Mankind by JESUS CHRIST 
That ineffably excellent GOD, whom to know, is 
the only Wiſdom ; whom to love, is the trueſt Hap- 
Roy 3 and wanne to enjoy, in his o own heavenly and 
| B 8 . ever- 


(rn 


ö | | eeuerlaſting Kingdom, is ſuch a Felicity, as 11 can- 
— 10 ot expreſs, but ſhall moſt earneſty pray, that your 
{| Ladyſhip may poſſeſs, — This will be the moſt effec- 

=_ | 2 1 a tent OE of er rey with n | 
. . Ladyſhip's moſt. allen, 
1! Ted. h 275% and moſt obedient Servant. 
{|| R 
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14 245. | | 
Bit My Lapr, 


i Hg HAD no other View, in taking Leave to pre- 
| | L ſent my little Books to your Ladyſhip, than to 
| i teftify in the moſt expreſſive Way, how highly I- 
| ' Honour your Ladyſhip, and how ardently I wiſh 
„ your Ladyſhip the unequalled Joys of Religion. 
2 | Your Ladyſhip's Acceptance was the only Reward 
wit I coveted; joined with an humble pleaſing Hope, of 
1 | adminiftring ſome ſerious and improving Entertain- 
ment, in one of your Ladyſhip's vacant Minutes. 
SINCE your Ladyſhip has added, to your conde- 
ſcending Acceptance, a generous Preſent; and dou - - 
bled it, more than doubled it, by that very obliging 
Manner, in which it was conferred; my Heart 
| longs to be grateful, I know of no other Method, 
whereby I can expreſs my Gratitude, than to act as 
your Ladyſhip's Almoner ; and make to your Lady- 


£ EDD 
— 


PR * 
24 wats BS 2 en SC 
* As 2 
5 


LAY Frances BHE Er. 


ſhip Friends of this Mammon of Unrighteouſusfi,ohich, 
auhen your Ladyſhip, at ſome very diſtant P ren 
may receive you into everlaſiing Habutatiauns. 

IHAvE already promiſed ſome Cloaths to a poor 
but godly Man; Father of many Children, Much 
afflicted with Sickneſs in his Family, and hardly 
furniſhed with neceſſary Apparel. I am certain, 
pour Ladyſhip will approve of ſuch a Practice; 

- when it proceeds from a Senſe of Obligation to that 
ineffably gracious Saviour, who had not where 10 lay 
bis Head. Had not whete to lay his bleſſed Head, 
till He hung upon the eee and laid it in 5 
the ſilent Grave. 

Ix the mean Time — me to wiſh—What 
ſhall I with?—IWhat is the beſt Rleffing, the no- 
bleſt Treaſure, that Heaven and Earth can afford ? 
This I would wiſh for your Ladyſhip. And I find 
it beautifully ſtyled, (Epheſ. iii. 8.) The unſearchable 
Riches of CHRIST. I find it freely offered in thoſe 
inviting Words, (Rev. iii. 8.) 1 counſel Thee to buy 

F me Gold tried in the Fire, that Thou mayſt be rich. 
der Mercy, the -G OD of unbounded. Benefigence, 
deſtow on your Ladyſhip! And this comprehends 

Pardon of Sin : of every Sin, be it ever ſo ag- 
gravated; of all Sins, be they ever ſo numerous. 
So entire a Pardon, that they ſhall be Sorted out as a 
Cloud, and be as though they had never ben. 

An imputed Righteouſneſs. That immaculate Righte- 5 
ouſneſs, which the incarnate GOD wrought out, in 
i 1 4 | our 


N 
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our Nature, and as our Surety. This is that ever- 
_ laſting Righteouſneſs, which magnifies the Law, and 


makes it honourable. On Conſideration of this 
Righteouſneſs, GOD, though inflexibly juſt, yet 
juſtified the Ungodly. This is that fine Linnen, 
that bet Robe, that Marriage Garment, ſpoken of i in 


the Scriptures of Truth. In this your Ladyſhip may 


appear unblameable and irreproachable, even in the 


Court of Heaven, and before the Throne of Glory. 
The Gift of the divine Spirit. Whoſe ſacred 


Influences enlighten the Underſtanding, and renew 
the Heart, work Faith, and ſhed abroad Love; give 
Strength to overcome this preſent evil World, and 
make meet for the Inheritance of Saints in Light.— 
The Riches of CHRIST include all the Promiſes. 
Thoſe EAT Promiſes; thoſe EXCEEDING GREAT 


Promiſes ; thoſe EXCEEDING GREAT and PRE» 


cious Promiſes, which are contained in the Ora- 
cles of Inſpiration. Which yield a copious Supply 
of preſent Conſolation, and aſcertain to Us the in- 
valuable Reverſion of eternal Felicity. 


Your Ladyſhip will eaſily obſerve upon this Oc- | 


caſion, how amiable a Diſpenſation the Goſpel is; 
which conveys all theſe ineſtimable Treaſures. How 


beneficial a Duty Prayer is; which opens as it were, 
and ſtretches out the Hand, to receive theſe glorious 
Privileges. How deſirable an Ordinance the Sacra- 
ment is; which ſeals, ratifies, and confirms them 


all to our Enjoyment.— That all, rich and incom- 


_ excellent as * ans * be your Lady- 
thip's s 


— 


"a FrANCES Suininy, 9 


ſhip's 8 e happy Portion, is and always n 
both the ee mann 

| "0 52 3 My Lady, 5 

3 Ladyſhip s moſt. belies. * 

moſt obli ed, and truly . * 


Monday Morning. „ — 
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Ar D ties your Ladyſhip inſiſt upon my vrit- 

ing the Letter, You mentioned? I was in 
Hopes, your Ladyſhip, according to your uſual In- 
dulgence, would have with- drawn your Command, 
and diſmiſſed me from the Taſk. A Taſk, to which 
my ſcanty Stock of ſcriptural Knowledge, is abſo- 


lutely unequal. Otherwiſe, . I ſhould rejoice to ex- 


ecute it, both as it would be an Inſtance of. Obe- 


dience to your Ladyſhip, and might be for the Ho- 


nour of that invaluable Book; which is the Maga- 
Zine of our Conmfurts, = and the Charter of our IN 
vation, 

 Ler me, my Loi be ch like Gideon 8 ene 
Judg. viii. 20. His gallant and courageous Father, 
bid Him draw upon the captive Kings, and ſheath 
his Sword in their Hearts. The Vouth, weak and 


timorous, like myſelf, heſitated and recoiled. The | 


Hero, ſeeing and - pitying his Timidity, releaſed 
Him from the Office, and performed it Himſelf.— 
Promiſin g 


* 


Mr. R- 
urged. If He makes me a Vilit, 1 thall, in ane 
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Promiſing myſelf, that I alſo mould be excuſed by 
your Ladyſhip, I really have not ſet about the Ruſi- 
neſs. But, as your Ladyſhip is pleaſed to mention 


the Affair a ſecond Time, I. will, with my beſt At- 
tention, conſider the Point. And IF, my Lady, 
I can muſter up, or the divine Teacher ſhall vouch- 
ſafe to ſuggeſt, any Thing worth your Ladyſhip 6 - 
Notice; I will, with the ate Pleaſure, ſubmit 


it to your Judgment. 


I THINK, your Ladyſhip! 's 1 with ; 
were pertinent, weighty, and cloſely 


Particular, imitate your Ladyſhip's Example. Give 
not the leaſt Hint, that I had the Honour of ſeeing 
You, or have had the Favour of hearing from You,. 


But, in another Caſe, I queſtion whether I ſhall be 


after my Pattern, Or, ſhould J attempt to ſpeak 
would be encrimſoned, Inſtead of working Con- 
viction in a Brother, I ſhould ſuffer Diſorder in my- 


ſelf. So tender are my Spirits! As I am ſure, your 


Ladyſhip muſt perceive, by a certain Confuſedneſs 
and Precipitancy in my Behaviour; quite contrary 
to that Eaſe and Serenity, which Every One muſt 
obſerve in your Ladyſhip. I know not how it is, 
but I cannot, either by the Exerciſe of my Reaſon, 
or even by an Advertence to GOD, rectify this 


Weakneſs. —But why, may your Ladyſhip aſk, do 


I | ith You the Trouble of hearing this Complaint? 
— Only 


Lavy Foungss SHIRLEY. 14 


—Only with a View of demonſtrating to your La- 
dyſhip, That nothing conſiderable can be expected 

from a Perſon, to whom, as ann 

peaks, The Eraſi- bopper is a Burden. 
I MvsT not conclude, without making my Ac- 
knowledgments, for the Honour of your Ladyſhip's 

Company. For, an Honour it undoubtedly was, 
and ſuch I ſhall always efteem it. Therefore, You 
may depend upon it, I ſhall mention it to no Body: 
until I want to have Oil poured upon a Flame, and 
the Pride of _ Heart, which is already too great, 
augmented. I would improve your Ladyſhip's 


Condeſcention, and learn to ſee in a clearer and 


more affecting Light, my in-expreſſible Obligations 
to my great Redeemer. Who came from the Ha- 
bitation of his Holineſs and his Glory, to viſit a poor, 
deprayed, and condemned Creature. Where- ever 
your Ladyſhip | goes, You are ſure to be received 
with the utmoſt Reſpect, But when the, all-glorious 
JESUS came into the World, He knew, that He 
| ſhould be deſpitefwlly treated; be ſpit upon, and buf- 
Feted; be cruelly mocked, and ſeverely ſcourged ; be 
condemned to Death, and nailed to a Croſs : Yet 
He came—with Chearfulneſs and Delight He came, 


Since it was, to reſcue Us from Ruin, and obtain 


eternal Redemption for Us, —Should We not ſay, 


1 with the Pſalmiſt; How dear are thy Counſels unto 


z5, O GOD! May a Senſe of thy infinitely ten- 
der Goodneſs, be ever warm on our Hearts, and 
ever influential on our Liyes ! Till We are admit- 
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ted to ſee Thee, in thy own Kingdom: and love 


Hix with all our Souls, love HIx to all Eternity, 


| who loved Us, and gave Himſelf for Us. 


May He keep your Ladyſhip as the Apple of his 
Eye ! keep you under the Shadow of his Wings! 
then You will be as _ and as wa 045 as Can 111 | 
withed by, 

| Your Ladyſhip s moſt obliges, 
Wedneſday Afternoon. and n dutiful e 


rr 


Mx Lapy, 


HAD the Pleaſure of peviifing your Ladyſhip 8 
Letter to Mr. J/hiteficld., And muſt beg of 
your Ladyſhip, not to mention any ſuch Thing as 
Obligation, when your Ladyſhip condeſcends to. 
peruſe my Letters, or accept my Books. Or, if 


your Ladyſhip thinks proper to mention the Word, 


that it may never be applied to your Ladyſhip, but 
always appropriated to me. For I ſhall always ac- 
knowlege it as a ſingular Favour, whenever your 


Ladyſhip permits me, either by my little Volumes 


or by a ſerious Epiſtle, to remind your Ladyſhip of 

a crucified REDEEMER, and of immortal Joys. 
I am debarred the Pleaſure of waiting upon your 
12 wed this — by a Cough ; which would pro- 
| bably 
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| ably be encreaſed by my coming abroad,-ahd would 
certainly make me troubleſome: to the honourable 
Company. —I cannot conclude, without wiſhing 
your. Ladyſhip Abundance of Conſolation and ſpiri- 
tual Advantage from the Miniſtry of my excellent 
Friend. May his Word be ſweetly: eſſicacious on 
your Ladyſhip's Heart; and drop as the Rain, diſtill 
as the Dew ! — May your Ladyſhip enjoy ſuch Ma- 
nifeſtations of the dying JESUS in the ſacred Or- 
dinance, as may enkindle adoring Love, and excite 
penitential Sorrow | May all the Bleſſings of the 
new Covenant be ſealed and inviolably confirmed to 
your Ladyſhip! that you may become ffeaſaſt in 


Faith, joyful through Hope, and ever abound m the 


IWarks of the LO RD. — This will impart the higheſt 
Happineſs to your Ladyſhip, and will reflect an un- 


teigned Satisfaction to 
| Your Ladyſhip's _ AS 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


L E T T E R VI. 


Mr Lavr, 


ESTERDAY I had the Pleaſure of receiv- 

ing your Ladyſhip's Letter. —If my little At- 
tempt was ſo happy, as to gain your Ladyſhip's Ap- 
probation, and confirm your Ladyſhip's Eſteem 
for the Book of GOD, 1 principal Deſire was 


4 = anſwered. 
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anſwered. 1 could not entertain the leaſt | Hope of 
being ſerviceable to the beſt Intereſts of ſo great a 


Genius. But I heartily wiſh, that the GOD of 


the Spirits of all Fleſh may convince Him, by fome 


abler Hand, and ſome more effectual Means. 
M Lord, however, ſhews a candid and generous 


Spirit. Eſpecially, as I might be thought to have 


treated a favourite Character, perhaps, one of his 


intimate Acquaintance, ſomewhat too freely; though, 


I hope, not indecently or rudely. 
An! my Lady, if the Scriptures are a "POR 
where ſhall We ſeek our Happineſs ? In Wealth ? 


Tis a ſplendid Encumbrance. In Honour? *Tis a 


glittering Bubble. In the Pleaſures of the World ? 
They, like the Brine of the Ocean to a thirſty Pa- 


late, will irritate, rather than ſatisfy. In gay en- 
tertaining Company? This is only a temporary 
Opiate, not a laſting Cure. And *tis well if, like 


an Opiate whoſe Power is ſpent, it does not leave 


the Spirits diſordered, flattened, ſunk. But in the 
precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, and its renewing 


Energy on our Hearts; in the Diſcoveries of G O D's 


| boundleſs Love to poor Sinners, in the Diſplays. of 
CHRIS T's infinitely free Grace, and in the Hope 


of his everlaſting Glory; in theſe grand Specifics, 


for preparing and diſpenſing which Revelation has 


the Patent, the true Health, Eaſe, and Felicity of 


our Nature are to be found, _ 
Fox this Reaſon, the Scriptures are called Wells f 
Salvation, David declares, in the LORD's Word 


will 


— 


| LADY FRANCE Jnirity. an 
will Frijeyce, in the LOR D's Ward will I comfort 
Theſe Things have' I ſpoken, that your Foy might bi 
fal. Let the Mord of Chrift; therefore, my honours 
ed Madam, divell in you richly, Dwell in yout 
Hand; dwell in your Heart. And give me Leave 
. 6e Wild, that you yourſelf may divell under the De- 
fence if the my Figh, an abide under the * of - 
the Almighty. 
I AM this Day going to remove, with my Bro- 
'ther's Family, to Tottenham. But if your Lady- 
ſhip is pleaſed to honour me with any Commands, 
they will, by being tranſmitted to Al s Lane, 1 | 
ſure to find | | 


Thurſday Morning. Tour Ladyſhip s moſt obliged, 5 
Billes- Lane. es 1 obedient Servus 


L. E 1 F 


Aur Lady, 
WII You permit my Pen to wait upon and 
to condole with your Ladyſhip on the Lofs, 
which the Nation has ſuſtained? A ferious Letter at 
fuch a Juncture, may be no more unſeafonable than 
2 Suit of Mourning, now the Prince royal lies a pale 
extended Corpſe; and He that was Heir to the 


| Crown, © « inherits Worms and creeping Things.“ 
Taover 
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Tnoben I wiſh your Ladyſhip may FRM enjoy, 
even in this inferior State, every. Honour that en- 
nobles the Character, and every Pleaſure that refines 
the Affections; yet give me Leave to point out to 


your Ladyſhip a far more excellent Inheritance, 
than all the Kingdoms of the World. — This is diſ- 


played before Us, in that inexhauſtible Magazine of 
Truth, the Scriptures. This is conſigned over to 


Us, in that ineſtimable Charter of our ae Pri- 


vileges, the Bible. | 
Tazse, my Lady, the true Chriſtians are con- 
ſtituted Heirs of the Promiſe. GOD, ſays the 
Apoſtle, willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the 
Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his Counſel, 


confirmed it by an Oath. Heb. vi. 17. An In- 
heritance this, not like the precarious Poſſeſſions of 
Earth; which Thieves may ſteal, Inundations may 
deſtroy, or Flames conſume: But, which is firm as 


the ſtrong Mountains, and ſtable as the everlaſting 


Hills. For, though all Fleſb is (fading as) Graſs ; 


and all the Goadlinefs thereof, all its Splendour, its 
Dignity, and moſt admired Accompliſhments, as 
the Flower of the Field; which is ſtill more tender, 


and much ſooner withereth than the Graſs itſelf : 


yet, the Word, the promiſing Word, of our GOD 
endureth for ever. Nay, though Heaven and Earth 
paſs away, this ſhall never fail. The Felicity it 
offers, is more laſting than the nen ; is _ 
as Eternity, 


TRUE 


— 
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Tau Chriſtians are Heirs of Salvation. Thus 
they are ſtyled by the Herald of the great King. 

Who, ſpeaking of thoſe exalted Creatures the An- 
gels, adds; “ Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, | 
« ſent forth to miniſter for Them, who ſhall be 
“ Heirs of Salvation 2” Heb. i. 14.— What are all 
the Patrimonies that Parents can bequeathe, or all 
the Preferments that Monarchs can beſtow? Could 
they be aſcertained to their Poſſeſſors for a Multi- 


tude of Years; yet they are empty; they are unſa- 


tisfackory; and no more able to content the Deſires 
of an immortal Soul, than a few Drops of the Sum- 
mer-ſhower are ſufficient to fill the vaſt Cavities of 
the Ocean. But Salvation is a Portion, large as 
our Wants, boundleſs as our Wiſhes; and com- 
menſurate to all our Capacities of Happineſs. Sal- 
vation comprehends that Pardon of Sins, which 
blotteth out the Hand-writing of ' Condemnation, 
that is againſt Us. It comprehends that Fuſtifica- 
tion of our Souls, by which We have. Acceptance 
before the GON of Heaven. It comprizes that 
Sanctifcatien of the Heart, which renews Us after 
the divine Image; and that Hape of eternal Glory, ; 

which gives Us the true Enjoyment of this 1 5 
and ſome ſweet Anticipation of the next. = 
Tor Chriſtians are Heirs of a Aa Fe or 
| thus are they diſtinguiſhed, if not in the Offices of 
| Heraldry below, yet in the nobler Records of the 
Court above. In them, they are dignified with the 
illuſtrious Character of Kings and Prieſts, Unto 
SY: * Him 


Him that loved Us, and waſhed Us from our 
<« Sins in his own Blood, and hath made Us Kings 


& and Prieſts unto'G OD.” Rev. i. 5, 6. And the 


Judge of the World, when He aſſigns an eternal 


Reward to the Righteous, vouchſafes to addrefs 
them in this glorious Manner; « Come, ye bleſſed 
« of my Father, inherit the K. ingdom prepared for 
«< You from the Foundation of the World.” A 
Kingdom, whoſe Magnificence and whoſe Delights, 
receive not their Meaſure from our Deſerts, nor 


even from our Thoughts; but are proportioned to _ 


the immenſely rich Goodneſs of the moſt High 
G OD, and to the unſpeakably precious Merits of 
JESUS CHRIST.—True Chriftians, my Lady, 
are Heirs of GOD, and joint Heirs with CHRIST. 
Rom. viii. 17. But what Eye can furvey the Ex- 
tent of this Inheritance? Or what Words can de- 
ſcribe its Richneſs ? Tis great as the infinite ] E- 


 HOVAH, and glorious as his'tranſcendent Excel- 


lencies. It conſiſts in the Viſion of his Majefty, 
and the Fruition of his Godhead : in the delightful 


* 


Senſations of his unutterable Love, and a . = 


Conformity to his moſt holy Image. 


How! my Lady; Ol how d We ad 


adore, and love that moſt amiable of Beings, that 


Prince of the Kings of the Earth, who, to procure 


for Us this bliſsful Inheritance, humbled Himſelf to 


Death, even the Death of the Croſs !—That your 


Ladyſhip may be eſtabliſhed in the Hope of this 
ply Heritage, and 1 in the Love of its 
'T | ever- 
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| ever-blaſſed: AS: is the frequent and the earneſt 
8 W * . OD 

© ng My os 1 
|  Miler's wad: | \ Your Ladyſhip' s.moſt obli ged, 
March 25, 275% ]ʃni: and moſt dutiful Servant. 
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My LA. we, | | 
1 AM grieved, I aſſure You, and aſhamed to | 

think, that I do not, with Delight and Grati- 
tude, accept your Ladyſhip's Invitation, and pro- 
miſe to wait upon your Ladyſhip on Saturday.—Am' 
then ſuch a ſullen and reſerved Cynic, ſo inſenſible 
of your Ladyſhip's Condeſcenſion, and of the Ho- 
nour I might do myſelf However faulty in other 
Reſpects, 1 beg of your Ladyſhip to believe me 
blameleſs in this Particular. It is not Inclination, 
but a Conſtitution, tender as the Foam, brittle as 
the Bubble upon the Waters, that is my Bar. 
Would your Ladyſhip ſuſpe& it? I have put on my 
Coat, but once during all the Winter. And then 
I returned Home with a Cold, and was obliged to 
take to my Bed. So very much has my late violent 
Diſorder impaired a Habit of B ody, extremely ener- 


vad before !—My PE 125 chat is naturally 
: - C 2 = _ fond- 


rr 
fond of Activity, and would fain exert itſelf for the 
bleſſed Redeemer's Glory; that is peculiarly eharm- 
ed with the Works of Creation, and knows no 
higher Entertainment, than a contemplative rural. 
Excurſion ; is ſometimes apt to repine, at being cut 
off from its favourite Gratifications. But I deſire 
to check ſuch un- ſubmiſſive Emotions; and reſt ſa- 
tisfied in a chearful thankful Aſſurance, That what 
the all-gracious GOD =#>dains, is incomparably 
| better than I could chuſe for myſelf, —Let the Voice 
of Murmuring, therefore, be entirely ſuppreſſed. 
Complaints, be ye for ever baniſhed from my Lips. 
Let the Praiſes of my GOD be upon my Tongue, and 
let all that is within me leſs his holy Name. — And I 
ſhall have a very endearing Obligation to bleſs his 
infinite Goodneſs, if He is pleaſed to make the 
weak Productions of my Pen, acceptable to your 
Ladyſhip's Taſte, and beneficial to your beſt In- 
tereſts. To get Wealth by One's Writings, is a 
periſhing Acquiſition. To win Fame, is a ſplen- 
did Deluſion. But, to further the Comfort and Sal- 
vation of a Fellow- Creature, of a Friend, an ho- 
noured, and highly-eſteemed Friend, this is Gain 
indeed. If, ten thouſand Ages hence, when I have | 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing your Ladyſhip in the Realms 
of Glory) I may be permitted to reflect, that, as 
your Ladyſhip honoured me with your Notice on 
Earth, I was in ſome /ow, little Degree inſtrumental 
to eſtabliſh your Faith in CHRIST), and encreaſe 
your Joy in the LORD, how will it tranſport me 


LADY Fxancss SHIRLEY. a 
with Gladneſs Pardon me, my Lady, if there is 
Vanity in the Thought. There is, I am r | 

- a ſurperior Proportion of Affection and Duty. a 
Your Ladyſhip will perceive from the preceding, AE; 45 
that I have received the Fayour of your laſt. And 794 
though I cannot have the Honour of waiting on 
your Ladyſhip, I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that Vou 
may have the nobleſt, the divineſt Being, not a Vi- 
ſitant only, that turneth in to tarry for a Day ; 5 
a Gueſt, to dwell perpetually 1 in your Heart, This 
is his own Promiſe, to them that ſeek his Preſence, 
and love his Name; I will come unto You, and make 
my Abode with You, and manifeſt myſelf unto You. 
And have we not Reaſon to love HIM, who has 
Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Servants : Who it 
exalted that He may have Mercy upon Us, and waiteth 
that He may be gracious unto Us : Who ſays— and 
they are the moſt charming Words, that ever were 
uttered—As THE FATHER HATH LOVED ME, 80 | 
Have I Loved You. I wiſh, your Ladyſhip would 
give me your Sentiments of the laſt Paſſage. For 
J muſt confeſs, I know not how to expreſs myſelf on 
the -Occafion. I can. only wonder, admire, and 
adore. O] that it ſhould be SO done to Worms, to 
Duſt, to Sinners! Who can forbear weeping, for 
their Inſenſibility of ſuch Love, and their Ingrati- 
tude to fo infinitely tender a Saviour? Who would 
not delight to remember Him? Delight to have 
Hen with Him! * above all Things, 
.C 4: to 


* 
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3 LETTERS to 
& as and glorify Him on Earth, and have the : 
Fruition of his glorious Godhead in Heaven? 


Mar this be the Portion of your Ladyſhip, 22 
of Him who has ſo frequently the Satisfaction and 
Honour of ſubſcribing Himſelf, "1 

7 Tour Ladyſhip's 8 mbh obliged, | | 
- 5 and dutiful EPR. 


—— ee A es EN ET 
— — 1 N 2 - wy 
„ 4 az 2 


4 
a 


LT T 1 n 


1 BEG Leave to ds your Ladyſhip, that I am 
far from expecting any Acknowlegements, or 
hoping to receive Letter for Letter. I want only 
to be ſatisfied, that my ſincere Concern for your 
Happineſs, is not reckoned impertinent, may not be 
altogether unacceptable, when it puts you in Remem- 
brance of CHRIST JESUS, and eternal Ages. 
For I am perfectly ſenſible, that there is a Time to 
be ſilent, as well as a Time to ſpeak; and that it is 
no impoſſible Thing, for Zeal to be more officious, 
i than prudent. And as I would not be defective, in 
my Gratitude, ſo neither would I be Oy, in 

the Manner of exprefling it. 
| TI ForGorT to beg your Ladyſhip's Pardon, for 
mentioning the Affair of Mr. ————, But, by 
mentioning it only to my dear Friend, I thought I 
had 


| 
| 
| | My Lapr, 
| 
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had not tranſgreſſed your Ladyſhip's Injunction. 
However, the laſt Letter with which you honour'd 
me, neither is ſhewn, nor ſhall be commui icated, 
to any Body. Eſpecially, the concluding Sentence: 
which, had it related to Any but myſelf, I ſhould 
have ventured to ſay, is no ignoble Character; yet, 
not without wondering, that your Ladyſhip had 
Courage to avow it. O] may the LORD of all 
Lords give you to taſte the Comforts, that flow 
from an Union with the bleſſed JESUS; and to 
ſee the Honours, that are intended for the Children 
of GOD! Then, Madam, your Ladyſhip, will 
acknowlege the One, to be abundantly richer than 
all the Inhabitants on Earth; the Other, to be in- 
comparably nobler than all the Honours of Birth, 
of Titles, or of Royalty itſelf, © I 
When the Bells tolled, and the Guns fired, in 
order to introduce his royal Highneſs's Corpſe, with 
. melancholy Solemnity, to its long Home, was not 
your Ladyſhip much impreſſed ? Surely, every Stroke 
of the Bells, and every Diſcharge of the Cannon, 
had a Meaning; and ſpoke aloud the Pſalmiſt's Ad- 
monition : O / put not your Truſt in Princes, nor 
in any Child of Man, for there is no Help in them. 
For, when the Breath of Man goeth forth, He ſhall 
turn again unto his Earth; and then all his Thoughts 
| periſh. If Princes cannot be relied on, where {hall 
| we repoſe our Confidence? Is there None, of 
whom we may ſay, „Under his Shadow we ſhall 
be ſafe ?*— There is, my Lady, there is. And, in 
1 "C8 "me. 
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mm. er T E RS To. 
the next Verſe, the Prophet directs Us to the go 


rious Object. Bleſſed is He, that hath the. G OD ff © 


Jacob for his Help, and whoſe Hope is in the LORD 
bis GOD. HE is not impotent, periſhing, or of 


a precarious Exiſtence ; but the great and everlaſt- 


ing I AM: who made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, 
and all that therein is, Who is as faithful alſo, as 
He is powerful, and keepeth his Promiſe for ever. 


Never failing his People, in any, in every, Time 


of Need, —May your Ladyſhip be eftabliſhed in His 
Favour, and filled with His Love! May. HE be 
your Shield on Earth, and your ne * 
Reward in Heaven! 2: 
Dip not your Ladyſhip recolleft, upon the ame 


| Occaſion, that ever dear and infinitely illuſtrious 


Perſon, who laid down his Life for Mankind ? 
That Prince of Heaven, and Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth, who once became a pale, bloody, and 


mangled Corpſe for all our Sins! He died, alas! He 


died, not reclined on a royal Bed, but nailed to the 
curſed Tree: not by a natural Diſeaſe, but by the 
tormenting Hand of the Executioner : not with ſym- 
pathizing Friends about Him, but in the Midſt of 


infamous Felons, and ſurrounded with cruel Mock- 


ings. He died (ſurpriſing to relate, yet comforting 
to believe l) under the Wrath of GOD, and the 
Curſe of the Law. And thereby delivered Us from 


every Evil; obtained for Us un-utterable Good. 


O] that our Hearts may be affected, towards our 
* crucified Redeemer ; as Xenophon's Ar- 
menian 
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menian Princeſs was, towards her generous Conſort! 
Your Ladyſhip, I preſume, has heard the Story ;- 
therefore I only hint at it, but do not fati gue you. 
with the Narrative. 
Tnouck our divine Maſter died, ee ſuch 
_ diſgraceful Circumſtances z his Almighty Father 
honoured: his Obſequies, with the moſt magnificent 
Regalia of Mourning. The Heavens were hung in 
Sackcloth, and the Sun was covered with a Veil. 
The Foundations of. the Earth ſhook, and impene- 
trable Rocks burſt aſunder. The very Graves open- 
ed, and the mouldering Dead arofe. The Veil of 
tie Temple rent, and the in- acceſſible Place, the 
Holy of Holies, was diſcloſed to public View. And 
wherefore all theſe awful and auguſt Formalities, 
attendant on the expiring JESUS? Doubtleſs, to 
roll my the Reproach of the Croſs ; to atteſt the 
un- equalled Dignity of his Perſon ; and the complete 
Sufficiency of his Atonement. They were deſigned 
to tell the inattentive World, That the ſacred Suf- 
ferer was none other than IMMANUEL; GOD 
and MAN, in one wonderful Perſon. Man, that 
He might be capable of dying; GOD, that He 
might overcome and aboliſh Death. Man, that 
He might be qualified for Suffering; GOD, that 
huis Sufferings might be immenſely meritorious ; 
able to takg away the Guilt, not of a ſingle Criminal 
only, but of ALL Ages and ALL Nations, from 
the Beginning to the End of Time. Have we not 
then, my Lady, the utmoſt Reaſon to ſay ? Bleſſed, 
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26 LET TE RS To. 
\ with ever bleſſed be my for this unſpeakable 


II HAvx been too ane; The chk Subjea, 
* your Ladyſhip's Candour, muſt plead for my 
Prolixity. My Health is fo very precarious, and 
my Conſtitution ſo enervated, that I ſcarce ever am 
able, and am always unfit, to wait upon your Lady- 


hip. I have often found Pleaſure, in viſiting the 


poor Tenants of the meaneſt Hut, where I had an 


Opportunity of talking on heavenly Things. How 


much more ſhould I be delighted, in an Admiſſion 
to your Ladyſhip's Company ; where I ſhould hear 
the ſame favourite Topics diſcourſed on, with all 


"— 


the Refinements of Politeneſs and ſuperior Senſe! © 


But extreme Weakneſs, and great Languor, diſ- 


qualifies me for the Enjoyment of this Satisfaction. 
However, I ſhall often have the pleaſing Satisfac- 
tion, of praying for your Ladyſhip's abundant Hap- 
pineſs ; and ſometimes, I hope, you will allow me 
the Honour, of ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Your Ladyſhip' 8, moſt reſpectful 
April 14, 1751. and ſincerely grateful humble Servant. 
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My Lanv, 5 LE WH, 


HEN I received the e 6 5 Tidy | 


ſhip's Commands, I hope, your Ladyſhip was 
ſafely arrived at r and POP en 55 


freſhed with your Ride, 
Mx. C- my Lady, is not at A nor 


is expected in Town. As T don't know Him, 1 


have not enquired much about Him. But, I think, 
T have heard Somebody ſay, "Tha He preaches at 
—  —; and that one Mr, is to ſupply 
41 the Tabernacle, during the Abſence of my dear 


Friend. So that, if We are to ſtay for the Favour 


of your Ladyſhip's Company, till Mr. is 


7 


upon the Spot, I fear, it will be — not like your 


Ladyſhip's Readineſs to do Good, quite ſpeedy — 
but, like your gay” 8 Diſpoſition t to —_— boat 2 


very ſſo W. 299% 


I THINK, your Ladyſhip 8 Pipforenite f the 


Country to the City, at this delightful Seaſon of the 


Year, is perfectly well- judged. Nature, rural Na- 


ture, is now in her Prime. The Air is full of Fra- 


grance. The Trees are putting on their verdant 
Honours. Every Haw-thorn Buſh will ſoon be a 


Noſegay. Every Orchard is profuſely ſplendid with 
Bloſſoms. The Fields are rich with ſpringing Corn, 
or gay with golden Crowfoots, and ſilver Daiſies. 
The Lambs bleat, the Linnets * and a Concert 


warbles 


r NEARS Co; 6 


warbles from every Grove. —If Nature has ſo many 
Charms; how inconceivably excellent and e | 
is Nature's all-mighty Author! | 
I nops, your Ladyſhip will ſee double Beauty, 
in the blooming Scenes of Creation, by ſeeing 'a 
benevolent and adorable DEITY in them all, 
The Sun, ſhining in his brighteſt Luſtre, will 
clearly diſplay his Creator's Magnificence. I truſt, 
Tou will be able to read the ſame Leſſon, by the 
Moon's fainter Lamp, and the twinkling Tapers of 
the Stars. —Will not every murmuring Brook, and 
every melodious Bird, whiſper in your Ladyſhip's 
Ear, That the LORD is gracious, and has Plea- 
ſure in the Satisfaction of his Servants ?—Will not 
every fragrant Gale, and every balmy Breeze de- 
clare, How free the Communications of his Grace 
are, and how reviving a Senſe of his Love is? 
Does not each Flower, that enamels the Garden, 
or embroiders the Mead, bear Witneſs to the tran- 
ſcendent Perfections of its Maker; and woo (if 1 
may uſe the Expreſſion) your Ladyſhip's Affection 
for the infinitely amiable GOD? — When to all 
theſe ſweet Inducements, is added the Gift, the in- 
_ eſtimably precious Gift of his dear Son; who can 
reſiſt ſuch heavenly Goodneſs ? — Ten thouſand 
Delicacies, to regale our Senſes; the Blood of 
CHRIST, to expiate all our Guilt ; the Influences 
of a divine Spirit, to ſanctify our Souls, and make 
them meet for Glory : is not this ſuper-abundant 
Liberality? ad to captivage every Heart! And 
would 


s 1 


would captivate them, was not _ N: ature de- 8 
plorably corrupt 
May every Object a your - Ladyſhip of theſe 
pleaſing Truths! May they be lively, efficacious, 
and inſtrumental to work in your Mind that happy 
Temper, which the Apoſtle beautifully deſcribes, _ 
and which is the very Eſſence of true Religon. 
Speaking of JESUS CHRIST, He adds 
Whom, having not ſeen, Ye love; in Whom, though 
now Ye ſee Him not, yet believing, Ve rejoyce with Foy- 
wnſpeakable, and full of Glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. When 
We live under the Power of this benign Religion, it 
will be Spring in our Souls. Conſcience will be 
ſerene, as the Summer. Sky. Holy Deſires, will 
bud and bloſſom as the Roſe. The Voice of Joy 
and Gladneſs, ſweeter far than the Nightingale's 
Song, will ſooth our Hearts. And Proſpects, in- 
comparably finer than the viſible Creation yields, 
will entertain and charm the Eye of our Faith. — 
May your Ladyſhip be bleſſed with an abundant 
Share of this Happineſs ! which will be a very de- 


- kirable Addition to the Happineſs of, 


My Lady, = 
| our Ladyſhip's moſt reſpeAful, | 
April 26, 1751. | and moſt dutiful a Servants 
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ney 


My 11 


r 


ERMIT me, by this Me to en- 


quire after your Ladyſhip's Health, and to 

tranſmit my ſincereſt Wiſhes, for the Continuance 
of this and every other Bleſſing. 

Wurm I had the Honour of writing to your La- 


fl 


dyſhip ſome Time ago, I mentioned a delighful Paſ- 


on your Memory, and ſpread its ſweet Influence 


through all the Powers of your Mind. As Charac- 
ters cut on the living Bark, which not only abide, 


but grow wider and wider with ſucceeding Years. 


ſage of Scripture ; which, I hope, will be written 


„hom having not ſeen, Je love.” — The Cauſe 


of this ſacred Affection another Apoſtle points out: 
« We love HIM, becauſe HE firſt loved US.” 


Loved Us with a marvelous Loving- Kindneſy—with a 
Love, that paſſeth Knowlege. As will evidently 


appear, if ſome of its wanderful. Circumſtances be 


conſidered. "Is ; 


To V To it was 3 Ts noble, to wor- 
thy? No; but to fallen and ſinful Creatures. Whoſe 


Hearts were Enmity againſt the bleſſed Redeemer, 


and his holy Law. Who deſerved Vengeance, and 
were altogether become abominable, 


By WWhom.—By a Mortal, like Ourſelves? By 


the higheſt Arch-Angel ?—By HIM rather, whom 
al * Af gels adore ; WhO ſpoke the World into 


Exiſtence; 
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Exiſtence; and who . all Things, by: 1285 | 


Word of his Power. 
H it was en He wie kindly ? 
e graciouſly? Or help Us with his Hand 2 

Theſe were the ſmalleſt of his moſt merciful Vouch- 
ſafements. He bowed the Heavens, and took our 
Nature. He humbled Himſelf lower ftill, and bore ; 
our Guilt: —H E, that fits on the Throne of Glory, 
was ſtretched on the curſed Tus and lad i in the 
ure Grave. 

How diſtinguiſbing it was. . is a Species : 
of Beings, nobler in their Original, than the hu- 
man Race. Theſe violated the holy Commandment. 
But did Theſe find Mercy ?—No Pity is ſhewed to 
Them, while un-meaſurable Compaſſion is.extended 
to Us. They ſink into endleſs Perdition, while Te 
are ſnatched, as Brands, from the everlaſting Burn- | 
ing. They are purſued with Thunder-Bolts of 
Wrath, while Mercy embraceth Us on ry : 
« Side.. 

Wàͥunar He procured for Us.—He ab for 
Us a Deliverance from the Guilt of Sin, by his 
great Atonement; and a Deliverance from the Ty- 
ranny of Sin, by his bleſſed Spirit. He procured 
for Us the matchleſs Honour, that We ſhould be 
called the Sons of GOD; and the ineſtimable Pri- 
vilege, that We ſhould been the Heirs of Glory. 

But indeed, it is impoflible for a Letter, or for a 
Volume to declare, what the divine Redeemer has 


CRUE for his People, All the Promiſes of Scrip- 
| ture 
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ture—all the Joys. of Heaven—all the Perfections 
of the Godhead—all, ALL are the Portion of Be- 
| lievers, and the Purchaſe of IMMANUEL's 


ele We not * 3 my TG that We 
have loved this infinitely gracious Benefactor no 


more? Should We not deſire above all Things, to 


love Him more ardently for the future ? Or,.can I 
form a better Wiſh for your Ladyſhip, more expreſ- 
ſive of a grateful Heart, than that a Senſe of this 


1 exceeding great Love of GOD our Saviour, may 


be ſhed abroad in your Heart? May be refreſhing, 


exhilarating, delightful to your Soul, as the Shadow 
of a great Rock in a weary Land. It is the Prophet 


Iſaiah's elegant Compariſon : the preſent State of 
the Weather, will often bring it to your Remem- 


brance—and I hope, the G OD of all Power and _ 
Goodneſs will give You to know what it means, by 


happy, happy Experience. —To his infinitely rich 
and everlaſting Mercies I commit your Ladyſhip, 
and beg Leave to profeſs myſelf, with the greateſt 
. 1 978 and with equal Reſpect, - 


My Lady, 
Tottenham, [os your Ladyſhip's, 
June 7, 1751 moſt dutiful Servant. 


P. S. Would not a good Micro- ſcope be a refined 
and improving Companion for ſome of your Lady- 
ſhip's rural Hours ? I bleſs the Providence of GOD 
for that curious Inſtrument ; which has diſcovered 

o 


ji” 


Lave: Fi iedut Nan 


{6 much of his incomprehenſible Wiſdom, his amaz. 
ing Power, his condeſcending and moſt. profuſe 


| Goddeſs even in the minuteft Specks of the ni 


_ - malloc Creation: This would render the Fields 


uſually diſregard, as the Refuſe * F Wente. _ 
would raiſe, I believe, the moſt venerating and 
truly amiable Ideas of the Almighty Creator; and 

: lep to tune the Soul for that Seng of the four and / 


twenty Elders ; Thou art worthy, O LORD; th 


receive Glory, and Honour, and Power : : for thbk haft . 
created all eb and ” thy Plaue 8805 are, and 


Were WRT 


„ * * * 1 . xu. 


My Lane 
1 HAVE heard my Droit rank if ding Hue 


# 


1% 4 Bitt: which, J think, conſiſts in ſpeedy 5 


Nenn. I ſhould not do proper Honour to 4 
Line from your Ladyfhip, if I did not gratefully ac- 


Enowlege it, by the firſt Opportunity. The Reaſon 


er (what You may apprehend) my preſent Delay, 
is, That F did not receive your Eddyfhily's Eetter,; 
D | 3 which 


ah 
8 
2 * 


— 14 
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7 1 was written on 1 a till the: Thurkday fol 


lowing. OG. : 
WET: JoIce to. — of the hs 8 of your 
| Ladyſhip s Mind. May the GOD of Peace - 72 


Love, enereaſe it ever more and more] and make 

all Bleſſings abound to you according to his. Riches in 

Glory iy CHRIST FESUS !—Great Peace, fays 

the Pſalmiſt, have They that love thy Law. ,—T hou 

ſhalt keep Him in perfett Peace, ſays the Prophet 

Jaiab, whoſe Mind is flayed on Thee. H E is our 

Peace, adds the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of our divine Re- 

deemer.— From which Paſſages We learn, That 

ö the Way to obtain that Heart- felt Peace, which the 

ul, . Smiles of the World cannot give, nor the Frowns 
1 i of the World take away, is, To be exerciſed in 

G Ob's holy Word; to rely on his boundleſs, 

boundleſs Mercy; through the EY precious 

Merits of his dear Sonn 

I HAvE not had the Favour 4 a Lacs 12 Lady 
Huntingdon, for ſome Months. When I was at =” 
London, to fee Mrs. Whitefietd on her Return | 
from Briſtol, ſhe told me that the good Counteſs's 
Health was very much reſtored by the Waters. 
That ſhe was (to uſe her own Expreſſion) charm- 
ingly well. I hope, this Amendment continues ; ; 
and with, it may be perpetuated. | 


I CONGRATULATE your Ladyfhip on the Hap- . f 
. pineſs of a benevolent Spirit, that delights i in doing 
Good, and in prompting. Others alſo to Acts ww. . = 


Munificence. Go an, honourable Madam, and be 
| rich 


8 


Lr Fraxces 1 == . ; | 


rich i in good Works. For the ever-faithful GOD 
has ſaid, The liberal Soul (not barely executeth, but) 
| deviſeth liberal Things; and ly liberal Things ſball He 
and. And the all-gracious IM MAN UEL has 
| declared, It if (not bleſſed only, but) more bg, 
to give, than to receive. I am ſures He put in Prac- oY 
tice his own Precept. What was his Life, but a 
Series of diffuſive Charity? What was his Death, 
but the very Triumph of divine Goodneſs? Ol for | 
2 Heart inflamed with his Love, and conformed to 
his Image! Let the One be the Motive, and the 
Other the Model of your Ladyſhip's Generoſity. 
Then, will it be 4 | fweet-ſmelling Savour, er The 
to GOD through FESUS CHRIST. 17; Wh 
Shouts I ever come near Twickenham, 1 ſhall 
finda very peculiar Pleaſure, in paying my Duty to 
pour Ladyſhip. Or, was I in any tolerable State of 
Health, nothing could detain me 'from taking a 
Journey on Purpoſe. But if I ſhould never enjoy 
that refined Satisfaction, let me beg to be remem- 
bered ſometimes in your Prayers: as, I think, I 
may truly ſay, that I never recolle& your Ladyſhip's 
amiable Name, without imploring for you All the 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſings of the Gofpel of CHRIST. 
To his tender and everlaſting CompaſlionsT com- 
mend your Ladyſhip, a; beg leave” to en 


myſelf, 
8 Tottenham, Your Ladyſhip” 8 Wach 
EE hn moſt moot Sean 
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My Lavy, k 


on. H E little Piece WY; in my ul, nes 5 


received no Orders to the contrary, takes 
Leave to wait upon your Ladyſhip. I make na 
Apology for its Meanneſs, but rather plead this 
Circumſtance, as a Recommendation to your Ac- 
ceptance. It would not become me, to offer any 
Thing coſtly. That might look like a vain At- 
tempt, to bring your Ladyſhip under ſome Obliga- 
tion. Wbereas, when ſuch a very Trifle is pre- 
ſented, it will evidently be a Condeſcention and 2 
Favour, if your Ladyſhip pleaſes not to diſdain it. 
As ſuch I ſhall acknowlege your Admittance of this 
Pamphlet to your Peruſal; wiſhing, at the ſame 
Time, and not neglecting to pray, That the LORD 
of all Power and Might, may in this, as He does 
in ten thouſand Inſtances, produce 8 Good, by 
the lighteſt Inſtruments. 

WIII. your Ladyſhip. allow me . propoſe a 
Alen, for that little Treaſury of ſpiritual Wealth? 
Which, I hope, has reached you before this, and | 
been honoured with your Acceptance! It is a Mot- 
to, not unworthy. to be tranſcribed by your Lady- 
ſhip's own Hand; and I will venture to add, not 
unworthy to be wtitten on your Heart. May the 
Divine Spirit perform the one, while Jour Lodge 
ſig! 8 Pen executes the other * 


Ir . 


tte Curſe of the Law; from the 
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"Tris to be found Heb. vi. 17, rs. In which ex- 
cellent Portion of Scripture, three Points _ diſtins 
guiſhed Importance are to be obſeryed. PN: 
D Whim the Promiſes belonig- To Toy ws 

g for Refuge to the bleſſed JE $US. Fly from 
See 
Conſcience; from the Apprehdnfidiis of everlaſting 
Verigedhce—by; not to their own Tntegrity, their 
own Reformation, or their own gobd Works: but 
to the infinitely precious, the all Jutihing! RICH TE 
| obsxtss and PEATEH of CHRIST.” Theſe Per- 
ſons are the Heirs of Promiſe, ' T Tes belong 
their unſearchable Riches. Among Foe may you 
Ladyſhip erijoy an eminent Statfenf © 
For what Purpoſes, the Promiſes are given For 


e moſt noble and the moſt Sraclous: {2 That * 7 


£2. +47 


St. Peter. "That We may have Confolation, 25 
Confelation, according to St. Paul. They are in- 

tended to be the Means, of imparting the higheſt 
Improvement, and conveying the richeſt Happineſs. 
In both theſe Reſpects, may they be 33 effica- 
cious to your Ladyſhip !. 

How firmly theſe Bleflings are aſcertained to . 
true Believer. Aſcertained by nothing leſs, than 
the Word and the Oath of JEHOVAH Himſelf, 
And how ſtrong is this Security! How ſure is this 


Title! “Heaven and Earth may paſs away, but 


5s not one Jot of the divine Word ſhall paſs away.“ 
IT this be ſaid of FORTE Word; what ſhall We 


38 LIE TTERS o : 
ſay, wa He ratifies his Word by an inviolable 


_ Oath? What, but admire the condeſcending Good- - 
neſs of the LORD, and be aſhamed, be grieved, 
for the unreaſonable Unbelief of our own Hearts? 


What, but rejoice in the Certainty of our Truſt, 
when grounded on the Promiſes, and looking unto 


JESUS ?—Can the GOD of Truth be capable 
of a Lye? or will the GOD of Holineſs forſwear ; 
Himſelf ? Impoſfible, If then We daily, hourly, i in- 


ceſlantly fly to our adored Mediator's Ri ghteouſ- 
neſs; it is equally impoſſible, that We ſhould be 


| diſappointed of our Hope, when We humbly wait 


for the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes. 


| Wren I have the Pleaſure of writing to . 
Ladyſhip, I am apt to exceed the Limits of a decent 
Length, But I hope, I aſſure myſelf, you will be 


fo candid, as to aſcribe it wholly to that ſincere 


Zeal for your Ladyſhip's preſent and eternal Hap- 


pineſs, which actuates the Heart, 35 prompts hy 
Pen of, 


; Wasen : Yair Ladyſhip' s much 8 
nnn ETIN Rams moſt dutiful Servant, 


PET, 


a 
wats mus 4. wa 1. as ds tt... ad 4 
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A CCORDING. to oy W the firſt, 
Letter 1 write, after my Recovery, is a Let- 


ter of grateful Acknowlegement for your Ladyſhip 8 


Favour. Recovery did I ſay? That i is too flatter- 
ing a Word. For though my Hand is able to hold 
a Pen, my Feet are not able to carry me acroſs the 
Room, without ſome borrowed. Support. Indeed I 
have been extremely ill: hovering upon the very 
Brink of Eternity. The Doctor was twice ſent for 
by a ſpecial Meſſenger, from an Appar bc: 


my Diſſolution was, approaching. in Þ . 


Vo will probably, be deſirous to know, pry 8 


my Mind was affected, amidſt ſuch Circumſtances I 
of Peril and Pain.—The Pain too often diſturbed , 


my Advertence to the gracious GO, and inter- 
rupted my Application to his ALMICHTT MA- 
JesTY, Ah! how unwiſe is it, rather how deſ- : 
perately hazardous, to defer the great Work of Re- 
conciliation with our Creator, to a languiſhing and 


dying Bed! When the Anguiſh is frequently fo . 


ſtrong, that it quite. ſhatters the Thoughts, and 
renders them incapable of attending to any Tan 
but the Load of Affliction. 


Wirn regard to Death, I 2 bleſs the 5 | 
Vine Goodncls I was under no terrifying Appre- | 
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henſions. It was deſirable, rather than dreadful. 
The Thing that I longed for, rather than depre- 


_ cated. A believing Contemplation of G O D's in- 


finitely rich Mercy, of CHRIS T's unſpeakably 
meritorious Atonement and Righteouſneſs, enabled 
me to fay with the Apoſtle, O'Death, where is ty 

Sting O Grave, whert is thy Victory? — How great 
then is the Efficacy, and how precious ſhould be the 
Intereſts, of that holy Religion; which could ſup- 


port the weakeſt of Creatures, when all earthly Suc- 


cours failed: and could give Courage to the moſt | 
obnoxious of Sinners, even when me to FRM 
find) Trial!!! 4 
Lx Us labour, my Wb Lady to be nch 
in Grace, and ſtrong in Faith; for We know not, 


what trying Times may be at Hand. We are ſure, 


the End of all Things is near, and the Judge is at 
the Door. O] let us daily get a clearer Knowlege 


of the all-ſufficient Redeemer, -a firmer Eſtabliſh- ; 


ment in his Merits, and a growing Conformity to 
his Image. *Tis CHRIS T that unſtings Death. 


*Tis this glorious Captain of- our Salvation, that 


emboldens Us to triumph over that laſt Enemy. 

Old Simeon, having the Child JESUS in the Arms 
of his Fleſh, and the promiſed Mediator in the 
Arms of his Faith, can go down to the Chambers 
of the Grave with a peaceful Tranquillity.—Of the 


Saints, in the Revelation, it is ſaid, They overcame 


by the Blood of the Lamb. Overcame what ? Not 


only the Temptations of Life, but the Terrors of 
Death, 


ET 
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Death, and the Fear of eternal Judgment. They 
| overcame. All, by a believing Application of their 

Saviour's Death. St. Paul, in that ineſtimable 
Chapter the viiith to the Namans, ſeems to antici- 
hate the Arrival of the great Day; ſeems to fit 
down, and examine, what will be the Hue of the 
laſt Trial, with regard to Himſelf: After a mature 
Conſideration, He reſts aſſured, that He ſhall be 
abſolved, when He is judged. And why ? Becauſe 
of his own” good Works? No: but becauſe of 
GO D's free unmeaſurable Grace, and CHRIST'S 
immenſely valuable Propitiation. Fixing his Hopes 
ſalely on this Foundation, He dares even to defy 
every Enemy of his Salvation. Who fhall lay any 
Fhing' to the Charge of GOD's En? I i GOD © 


that juftifieth. Who is He that condemerb N I ir 


CHRIST that died; yea rather that is riſen again';' 
' who is even at the right Hand of GOD, Who alſo | 
maketh Interceſſion for Us. — May ſuch fweet For- 
tions of Scripture be the Solace of your Ladyſhip's 
Heart, during the Years of Proſperity; and the 
Support of your Soul, when 1 the hp of —_— 
1 ae | 
Tor ire” pleaſes to alk, What x am goi ng to 
i ubliche ? —I was writing a little Treatiſe upon ſome 
of the maſt important Doctrines of Chriſtianity : to 
be diſpoſed partly into Dialogues, partly into Let- 
ters; and rendered entertaining by ſeveral deſcrip- 


tive Pictures in Nature and its ever-pleaſing Scenes. 


I I baye ſketched out the greateſt Part, in a rough | 
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e Manner. But a conſiderable Time 
will be requiſite, to diſpoſe it properly, and poliſh 
it for the nice Taſte of the preſent Age. This 
Time, whether it will pleaſe the ſovereign Diſpoſer 
of all Things, to allow: or whether my Conſtitution, 
always very infirm, but now more exceedingly) : 

enervated, will yield a ſufficient Supply of animal 
Strength, is a great Uncertainty. But of this, my 
Lady, We are abſolutely certain; That whatever 
un- erring Wiſdom and wn n e, muſt 
be good, muſt be belt... 7 \ 
; LeT me not forget. to ee your Ladyſhip fog: 
the ſingular Honour 'You intended to do me, by 

favouring me with a Viſit; and the high Pleaſure 
You intended to give me, by your delightful Cons:  : 
verſation. I ought to be thankful for the Intention, 
though. nn ee me of the ander, 

en. 

Ir is impoſſible for n me, my . to aſcribe your. | 
Silence to any ſuch Motive as your Humility men- 
tions. I aſſure your Ladyſhip, I ſhall acknowlege 
it as a Favour, and I ſhall enjoy it as a Pleaſure, if 
You give me Leave ſometimes to enquire after your 
Welfare by a Letter, and to „tir 2 our ſmcere Mind 
by Fay of Remembrance. 1 
1 xxow not, how to continds this long Epiſtle 
with a more reſpe&ful-Propriety,” than by turning 
what I have juſt been reading, into a Prayer : That 
You may receive not the Spirit of the World, but the 
Spirit of GOD, that You may know the Things which 
are 
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ate freely givin Usof GOD-in CHRIST-JESUS,, 
Which Prayer, while it _ ow the VII a . 


; warm from the Heart of | 
| - Tottenham, Your Ladyſhip 8 moſt duft, 
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414 then is Grandeur? How vain is Power! How 
inſi gnificant Honour! Since neither One, nor All, 
can preſerve their royal Poſſeſſor from the Pit of 
Corruption. Ceaſe T. from Man, ſays the Voice 
of Seripture; ceaſe: Yer from Man, fays this renewed. 
Demonſtration of human Frailty; Man, whoſe Breath: 
is in his Neftrils, For, wherein i ts: He tg be accounted. 


of ? ——Not ſo, the Prince of Peace, the Prince of the. 
Kings of the Earth, the divine REDEEMER. He in- 


deed was once dead for our Sins; but now liveth 


for evermore. Liveth, to be the Comfort, the 


Happineſs, the Joy of his People. — O | that your 
Ladyſhip may every Day improve in the Knowlege, ; 
the Faith, the Love of that inconceivably excellent 


| Saviour! Then will You never want a Companion, 
| a Guide, an omnipotent Guard, through all the 
ö Dangers of this evil World. For, though F riends 


ſhould be cut off, though All ſhould forſake You, 


yet will not He. to * Jam wid Tou always, is his 


kind, 


* 


| Sept. 237 37577 .,.. and ever prateful Sept 


NOTHER Prince ley wor Lat What 


' en. 
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kind, his aug Declaration, « even to the Bud of he : 


2 | . | 


b RECEIVED the 8 of your | Ludyſhip's Let- 
ter. Which was peculiarly welcome; not only as 
| . Wesgbt e a Proof of your Health, but as it was 
an Evidence of your continued, or rather growing. 
Regard to CHRIST JESUS, and Concern for 
everlaſting Things. — Indeed, everlaſting Things 
are our only grand Concern; and CHRIST 
JESUS. is our only valuable Portion. Vanity has 
Jong ago been written on all other Acquiſitions, all 
other Enjoyments. And whenever Death weighs 

them i in his —_— they | are > ſure bad be found Wants 
ing. 

You mention the e and * Exit of _Þ 
amiable young. Lady. — A Lady; and a young 
Lady; to triumph over the King of Terrors! See, 
what Faith can do! Out of Weaknefs it makes 
ſtrong. The timorous, inſpirited by Faith, fear no 
Evil; are bold as Lions. — Therefore, the Apoſtle 
in his moſt beautiful Deſcription of the Chriſtian | 
Armour, fays, ABovE ALL tale the Shield of Faith. 
This defends, while We ſtand; and makes Us Con- 
querors, even when We fall. This ſtrengthens our 
Hands, while We live; and emboldens our Hearts, 3 
when We die, Let Us therefore, be particularly 
diligent to obtain, and equally careful to cultivate, 
this important and ineſtimable Grace. 

IT is faid, I remember, of the gattant Epaminon- : 
a; ee when He was 3 wounded in 
T8 1- | Battle, 
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Battle, his Soldiers carried Him, fainting and ſenſe- 
leſs, to his Tent. But, the Moment He recovered 


the Uſe of his Reaſon, He aſked, whether his SHIELD 
Was fafe * 9 — His chief Sollicitude was, That his 
Shield ſhould not fall into the Poſſeſſion of his Enemy. 


And aur chief Sollicitude ſhould be, That We may 
obtain a true Faith; and, when it is obtained, that 
it fail not, —If We are ftrong i in Faith, We ſhall 


give Glory to GOD, and receive Comfort to our 
oven Souls. Whereas, if Faith languiſhes, it will 
affect our ſpiritual Lifey as a pining Atrophy con- 


ſumes the Body, or as a — nes withers the 
Leaves 

I 1nTENDED to have added ſome 6 

that might ſerve as Food to cheriſh, or as a Cordial 


to revive, our Faith. But the Remnant of my Pa- 


per betrays the Prolixity of my Letter. Theſe You 
will give me Leave to reſerve for the Subject of 


another Epiſtle; which, I hope, will have your 


Ladyſhip's Permiſſion, to follow this very ſpeedily. 
— In the mean Time, it ſhall be the frequent and 


the pleaſing Employ of my Mind, to expreſs. my 


Gratitude, by turning my Exhortations into Prayers, 


5 that the bleſſed, all-gracious, immenſely merciful 
GOD, may fulfil in your Ladyſbip all the good 


Plenſure of bis Will, and the Work of Faith with 


Power. — I cannot forbear expreſſing my Concern, f 
that your Ladyſhip ſhould command me to commit 


to the Flames, what always gives me peculiar De- 


9 80 In Letters of common Intercourſe, no One 


— 
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: ky that Regularity of Method, And Accuracy 8 
of Style, which may be neceſſary in Preparations for 
the Preſs. For this Reaſon, I hope, You will re- 
voke the Sentence paſſed upon your own; and in 
this View always conſider, and a as mig te excuſe 


thoſe of, 

| My" 111 

ene Your Ladyſhip' s moſt dutiful 

OR. 17, 1751. 77 08 faithful Servant. : 
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My Rds 


I N my laſt, I begged Leave to write once more 

upon the Subject of Faith. In this, I look upon 
my Requeſt as granted; and make Uſe of the Per- 
miſſion, which I then ſollicited. 

THrar We may have a comfortable, ſteady Faith 9 | | 
in GO D's Love; let Us often meditate on his ſtu- „ 
pendous Kindneſs in giving his Son — his only Son 
— his infinitely beloved Son — who was dearer to 
the eternal Father, than all Angels, than all Worlds, 
and all Heavens — in giving HIM, to take our in- 

feriour Nature, and to bear all our Guilt. — Now I : : 
know that Thou feareſt me, ſaid GOD to Abraham, 
feeing Thou haſt not with-held thy Son, thine only Son 
from me. And may We not, with equal Propriety - 
"IS IS | b ** 
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and Certainty, ay? Now We" know SY 
LORD almighty loveth Us; ſeeing He tack not 
with-held his Son, his only-begotten Son, bates: 
I given Him up for our Salvation. 
Tzar We may have Faith in CHRIST" 15. 
ri; let Us often meditate on his infinite Dignity. 
— He is higher than the Heavens, and beyond all 
Imagination gloriqus. — The Principalities | and 
Powers in heavenly Places, caſt their Crowns at 
his Feet. — What ſpeaks. more than ten thouſand 0 
Letters, or ten thouſand V olumes could expreſs, 
In Him dwells all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. — 
O ! how immenſely precious muſt be x1s Righte- | 
ouſneſs! How all-ſufficient the Propitiation of mrs 
Death! How can We fail of Pardon? How can 
We doubt of Acceptance? If We are eee 
his divinely excellent Merits. 
To have a firm and delightful Truſt, thay theſe 
Merits are. revealed to Us ; that theſe Merits (in- 
_- comparably precious as they are) belong to Us; let 
Us meditate on fuch Portions of Scripture: HE 
came into the World to ſave — Whom? The upright 
and unblameable?— Then We might indeed deſpair 
But He came into the World 10 * g . 
. i. 15. 1 He! 
— 5 - O! rejoice © © ih 6 
Wi "Y more Mat common 7 and ſet it dem 
ee in-@l on laſting Pillars. S ne 
Was there no other Diſcovery of free Grace in all 
the * than this 3 . it would renden 
that 


* 4 


erer 
that bleſſed Book; the. moſt ineſtimable Treaſure in 


the World, But, Thanks be to the divine Goodneſs, 


there are Multitudes of theſe charming Paſſages. — 
HE poured out his Soul, ſays the evangelical Prophet, 
Iſai. Iii. 5. — for Whom? For the faultleſs and un- 


blameable? No; but for Tranfgreſſors : who had no- 
thing to recommend them to his Mercy, but their 
Guilt and Miſery. — He died, adds the Apoftle, 


1 Pet. iii. 18. the Ji for the Unjuſt. Yes, my 


Lady, that tranſcendently juſt and holy One, laid 


down his Life, that He might juſtify the Ungodly, 
Azz We not Ungodly? Are We not Tranſ- 


greſſors? Are We not, both by Nature and by 


Practice, Sinners ? — Your Ladyſhip, I hope, will 
excuſe the Freedom of my Speech. Nay, I am per- 
ſuaded, your diſcerning Judgment would blame my 
Unfaithfulneſs, and be diſpleaſed with my Conduct, if, 
on religious Points, I ſhould make thoſe Diſtinctions 


of Honour, which, on other Occaſions, I ſhall al- 


ways obſerve. I venture therefore to ſay again, 
Are We not Ungodly? Are We not Tranſgreſſors? 
Is not the Sinner's Name, our unqueſtionable Cha- 


racer? If ſo; CHRIST came into the World 


to ſave Us. He poured out his Soul, to expiate our 
Iniquities. He died upon the Croſs, that Ve might 
reign in Glory. For this, We have GOD's 


own: Word, his moſt expreſs Word, his frequently 
repeated Word. And Heaven and Earth may paſs 


away, ſooner than 5 Fu, of his Word 
Mall fail. | | ; 


1 
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Lr Us then, revolve theſe Truths in our Minds, 


not without intermingled Prayer to our Father inn 


Heaven. And may that mighty, mighty GOD 
who ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid the F oun- 
dations of the Earth, ſay unto Us, Your Faith ſhall: 
be eſtabliſhed. — Did I not often breathe theſe. 


Wiſhes, and often turn thefe Wiſhes into Prayers, 


I ſhould be unworthy the ae of W | 


| a myſelf, 


Tottenham, Your Ladyſhip's. 8 1 


Oct. 29, 1751. moſt obedient and dutiful isa 
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your Commands are obeyed. The „ 


with which your Ladyſhip was pleaſed to honourr 
mes, are committed to the Fire. That confumiing 
' Element has done to them, what, I truſt, the aton-. 
ing Blood of CHRIS T has done to our Sins. 
Who can recover the Papers, which the Flames 
have deſtroyed ? They are, as though they had never: 


been. So' it fares with the Iniquities of true Be- 


levers: who had fled, who & fs for Refuge to the 
Hope ſet before them, in the precious Propitiation 
of their dying LORD. They are obliterated' and 
| clean done away. They ſhall not be mentioned unto 

them, neicher yill their GOD: ey their any 


Me. 


5 _ aw 
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I A juſt come to London Providence fas 
breught me and my Brother's F amily ſafe to Miles's 
Lane.— The firſt Letter I wrote, after my Recovery 
from Sickneſs, was to pay my Duty to your Lady- 
N ſhip. And the firſt Uſe I make of my Pen, after 
my Return to Town, is, to tranſmit my grateful 
Acknowlegements. This I delayed, till my Ar- 
rival here; that; in caſe your Ladyſhip ſhould ho- 
nour me mol any Commands, they . not be 
conveyed to a wrong eee. e 1 
'F'oxce heard Mr. Romaine preach. He ub . 
for his Text, that very important and equally com- 1 
fortable Scripture ; Being juſtißed by Faith, We have 
Peace with GOD through 7FESUS CHRIST our 
LORD. From which He ſpoke upon our Sa- 
viour's vicarious Sufferings, and vicarious Obe 
dience. Their abſolute Neceſſity, and their com- 
plete Sufficiency for our Juſtification.— I think, He 
touched upon the tranſcendent Excelleney of the 
Bible. I well remember, He directed Us to the | 
Illumination and Influence of the Divine Spirit; 1 
in order to underſtand its heavenly Meaning, and 4 
feel its ſacred Efficacy. Points of the laſt Import- 
ance to our Happineſs! I heartily wiſh Him abun- 
dant Succeſs, in explaining and enforcing them to 
his thronged Auditories. And with no lefs. Sin- 
cerity I wiſh; „that your Ladyſhip may become, 
every Day, more thoroughly, more. experimentally, N 
more: habitually acquainted with them. 
IHA 
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I nave no News, relating to my dear and excel- 
. lent Friend, who is gone to ſound the Silver, the 
more than golden Trumpet of the Go, through ' 
our American Colonies. Dr. 8 informs 
me, that a Letter is arrived from Dr. Doddridge, 
Vith an Account, That the Doctor is very ill at a 
Village in the Neighbourhood of Liſbon, He 
thinks, We ſhall never ſee Him any more in Eng- . 
land. The Departure of ſuch valuable Perſons, 
ſhould tend to wean Us, from the World, and en- 
dear Heaven to our Affections. Bexza ſaid, when 
He was told of Calvin's Death; Now I have a 
% freſh Motive, to be as a Stranger on Earth, * 
to ſet my Affections on Things above.” 
I IN TEN DED to have reſumed the Subject of my 
laſt, and to have made Faith, what the Apoſtle 
ſtyles precious Faith, the Subject of my Epiſtle. 
But J muſt be content to wait for this Satisfaction, 
til my Paper-Meſſengers are admitted to another 
Audience by your Ladyſhip.— Vou are pleaſed to 
enquire after my Health. Indeed, my Lady, it is 
like the Leaves that remain, ſcarcely remain, on 
ſome bleak-ſituated Elm. Your Ladyſhip's, I hope, 
will long continue, -freſh and lively as. the Ever- 
Green. And may the Dew of heavenly Benedic-. 
tion abide, both in Summer and in Winter, on 
your Branches I beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf 
London, | Tour Ladyſhip's 
N . ghd hut, woſt dutiful. Servant, 


11 | En: : I E T. 
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My Lavy, | 


I CONFESS myſelf tle, that your eblig- = 


ing Favour of the tenth Inſtant, ſhould .con- 
tinue ſo long without my grateful Acknowlege- 


ments. I hope, your Ladyſhip will aſcribe it to the 
true Cauſe, the 'many Infirmities that oppreſs my 
poor Conſtitution. I put off even this agreeable 


Office from Day to Day, flattering myſelf that the 
_ enſuing might reſtore my Spirits, and make my 
Pen lefs unfit to pay its Duty to your Ladyſhip.. 


I am extremely glad, if my ſuperficial Letters 


on the Subject of Faith, were in any Degree ac- 


ceptable to your Ladyſhip. I have forgot the parti- 
cular Contents; but am aſſured, both the Writer 
and the Writing are very much obliged to your 
Candour.— One Thing, I believe, ſhould have been 


added; namely, That Faith is pretious in its Fruits. 


It is no dormant, but an active Principle. As Light 
never ceaſes to iſſue from the Sun, or Waters from 
a perennial Fountain; ſo, a holy Cofwerſation, 
and a purified Heart, are the inſeparable Effects of 
a true Faith. Thoſe will always be more CEL | 


In proportion as this is mare lively. 


FaArTH is characteriſed by the inſpired Penman, 


as working by Love. This 1s its happy Tendency, 


and this its generous Language ;—< Has CHRIST 


2 Wh been ſo — gracious to me? Surely 
0 then 


: 
| 
{ 
£ 


—— 
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* then I ſhould be kind to my F ellow-creatures, 


e and to his People.—Has He born all my Sins on 
c the Tree of his Croſs? Then let me bear with 


Patience, the Diſappointments which Providence 


4 may ordain ; and bear with Meekneſs, the Diſre- 


< ſpect which my Neighbours may offer. —Has He 
c cloathed me with the Robe of his immaculate 


4 Righteouſneſs? How gladly then ſhould I cloath 


his poor Seryants with the Fleeces of my Sheep, ; 


« and accommodate them with the Superfluities 
« of my Wealth! Has He purchaſed Life and 
Immortality for ſo deſpicable a Creature, ſo vile 


_ < a dinner? Surely then I ſhould be zealous ta 


4 glorify his bleſſed Name: ſhould employ my little 


„Stock of Talents, to magnify his Majeſty, and 
* further his ſacred Cauſe,” —In this Vaith may 
20" Ladyſhip grow exceedingly. 


| I bleſs GOD for giving your Ladyſhip — 
and Tranquility of Mind. It flows from this 
ſweet Perſuaſion, that G OD is our reconciled Fa- 
ther, and CHRIST our all-ſufficient Portion. 


- *Fhisas: what ne n. Mr. . beavnhy 
| Ae 


The Soul's calm e I and the Heare-fel Foy, Eo 


This is that Kingdom of GOD, which is not 


Meat and Drink, conſiſts in nothing external; but 

is Rightequſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
Chef: Is a State of Peace and of holy Joy, wrought 
by the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, and founded 


upon the tranſcendently excellent Righteouſneſs of 


b 


our LORD JESUS CHRIST. I cannot cloſe 
this Paragraph, without breathing the Apoſtle's 
emphatical Prayer; May the L ORD of Peace "i 
You Peace always by all Means ! | 
DurL and dark Times, as your Ladyſhip ob- 


ſerves, very probably will take rheir Turn; in or- 


der to ſhew Us the Depravity that is in our Hearts, 
and the utter Impotence of our Nature; in order 


to endear the bleſſed JESUS to our Affections, 


and teach Us our in-expreflible Need of his Merits. 
But, even in ſuch Moments, let Us not be caft 

down. For, He who is the good Shepherd has 
promiſed, That nothing ſhall pluck Us out of his Hand. 


He who is inviolably faithful has declared, That 
having begun a good Work, He will perform it even 
unts the End. He who is infinitely powerful has 


aſſured Us, That all theſe Things, inſtead of ob- 
ſtructing our Salvation, ſhall work together for our 


Grod.—Were We left to our own Strength, We 
fhould infallibly be overcome and periſh. But this 
is our Security, We have an ADvocaTeE in Hea- 
ven, who ever liveth to make Interceſſion for Us.— 
How willingly could I expatiate upon this delightful 
Topic | But I muſt deſiſt. May I be permitted to 


make it the Subject of a Letter, which, if I live, 
will wait upon your Ladyſhip with the Congratula- 
tions of the enſuing Solemnity? —In the mean 


Time, I ſhall not ceaſe to adore the GOD of all 
Grace, for rendering my little Books, in the ſmall- 
eſt enen, ſerviceable to 1 Ladyſhip; ; and ſhall 

implore 
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— (O] that I could do, it more effectually) 
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every Eleſſing for your Ladyſhip, which my Grati- 
tude can ſuggeſts which your own Heart can wiſh, 
and which CHRIS T has obtained for his People. 

In the Sincerity ah theſe Morde * MEA dis to 


IVE me Leave to enquire . your Las 
ſhip's Health; and with my Enquiry to tranſ- 


wt my ſincereſt Wiſhes, that this, and every other 
Blefling, may be communicated, confirmed, and 
perpetuated to your Ladyſhip's Enjoyment.. ff 


Wurx writing to your Ladyſhip, I would ſelect 


the moſt pleaſing, the moſt noble, and the moft 
improving Subject. None that I. can recollect, is 
more eminently poſſeſſed of all theſe Qualities, than 


the Topic touched upon in my laſt. Which is 


therefore ſtyled by the Apoſtle, precious Faitb. Tis 
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precious, my Lady, with ä to its en 
its e , en er f its Fruits. e Te 
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. Irs 6 Origin i is divine. If you look for its pedi- 
2 it is to be found in Heaven. It is wrought in 


the Soul, not by the mere Force of Argument, not 
by any human Ability, but by the mighty Power of 


GOD, called, for that Reaſon, Faith of the Ope- 


ration of GOD. The Arm of the LORD is ſatd 0 
0 be revealed, exerted with almighty Energy, in or- 
der to make Sinners believe, with all their Hearts, 
the Report of the Goſpel. Of this St. Paul re- 
minds his Philippian Converts, To You it is given, 


as a ſingular Favour from above, to believe on 
CHRIST. — Often therefore, my Lady, let Us 
implore this Blefling, from the beneficent Beſtower 
of all Good. Often let Us make that humble Con- 
feſſion, and dart up that ardent Petition; LORD, 
I believe : help Thou mine Unbelief ! | 

Irs Object is JESUS CHRIST. And who, 


or what ſo precious as CHRIST? None but 

. CHRIST, None but CHRIST, was the fre- 
quent and favourite Profeffion of a certain holy 
Man. Hhom have I in Heaven, but Thee, O bleſſed 


IMMANUEL? was the Language of David, 


And there is Nene upon Earth, that I defire in com- 


pariſon of THEE, St. Paul accounted all Things but 


. Drofs, for the Excellency of the Knowlege of CHRFST 
JESUS his. LORD. For indeed He is the Be- 


loved of the FarhkR, and the Hope of. all the Ends 
of the Earth. In Him are hid ALL the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowlege, together with unſearchable 
Riches of Grace and Righteouſneſs, Hk is, in his 

8 | Perſon, 


„ 


Person and all his Offices, wonderful, matchleſs, 
and adorable. I gannot cl6ſe this Point more pro- 
perly, than by turning St. John's Declaration con- 
cerning Himſelf and his Fellow-etiriſtians, into a 
| Prayer for your Ladyſhip: and Myſelf, | May the 
G0 of all Goodneſs give Us an Underfignding, 

enlightened by his bleſſed Spirit; that We may hnow 
HIM that is true, the true Center of our Souls, and the 
true Source of our Happineſs. May We alſo he in 
Him that is true, even in bis den FESUS CHRIST; 


'L «my. Fravcns Swirl ey, 


united ta Him by a living Faith, as the Scion is 


| engraf:ed into the Tree, as the Members are in- 
corporated with the Head.—Should any One aſk, 
Why We fo earneſtly defire this Union? What 
Advantage can reſult from its taking Place? The 
next Words are an Anſwer. - This is the true GOD, 
and eternal Life. This Perſon, is a Perſon of in- 


finite Dignity, and none leſs than very GOD, 


This Knowlege, is a Blefling of unſpeakable Worry 
and nothing leſs than everlaſting Felicity.” 
IyERCEIVE, I muſt not only cloſe the preceding 
Point, but conelude my Letter alſo, with this im- 
portant and glorious Text. And it gives me 2 


e Pleaſure to conſider, that mean as the Letter is, 


what it quotes is -invaluable : though the Arrow 
be of Lead, it is tipt with Gold; with ſomething 


worthy of your Ladyſhip's Acceptance, and ſuited 
to that Reſpect, Eſteem, and Gratitude which are 


| due to your Ladyihipy from” 


Miles's Lane, h My bay, 
Nor. 23, 175½/%0 Jour moſt obedient Servant. 
My LES. 


M TDT TERS: 0 
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Ii Mr Lavr, . Ari 
| I BEG Leave to return my Thanks to you 1 
dyſhip, for the Trouble Vou have taken in find- 
ung out and tranſmitting the Paſſage of Scripture, 
wich You was pleaſed to mention, when I had the 
Honour of your Ladyſhip's Converſation. It is 
fully pertinent to the Purpoſe, for which it was pro- 
duced. It proves, beyond all Diſpute, That the 
Temple was built by Solomon on Mount Moriah. 
But 1 queſtion, whether this is a ſatisfactory Proof, 
that our LORD aus, CHRIST was not 
_erucified on the ſame Hill. | 

Turk might be a large extenſive. 6 
whoſe general Title was Moriah, while ſome par- 

| treuler Eminence was diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
| Czivary. Probably, between this and the Temple, 
| the Walls of the City intervened. If fo, Criminals 
deſtined to Execution, might go without the City; 
might be put to Death on Calvary, and yet ſuffer on 
Moriah. As GOD is ſometimes faid to have de- 
Jivered the Law on Horeb, ſometimes to have deliver- 
i ed it on Sinai. We have ſometimes an Account, 
that 12ſes died on Nebo, ſometimes that He expired 
| on Piſzah. And neither of theſe Accounts are con- 


1 tradictory: becauſe, the former Names expreſs the 
j whole mountainous Range ; the latter ſignify ome 
| one remarkable Cliff. 


4 SINCE 


* 
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i - $Stner I wrote che foregoing, I have conſulted 1 
mr Mr: r. Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jeruſa- 5 
| lem; whoſe: Determination is as clear, as his Au- 
thority is unqueſtionable. Calvary, ſays He, is 
a ſmall Eminency or Hill upon the greater Mount 
8 of Moriah, It was anciently appropriated to the 
Execution of Malefactors, and therefore ſhut out 
li | &« of the Walls of the City, as an execrable and 
5 ©. polluted Place.” _ | 
5 W/III your Wen permit me to by 1 the 
5 Critic, and act the Chriſtian? To make one Ob- 
| ſervation on that illuſtrious Sufferer, to whom the 
Mention of Calvary naturally leads our Thoughts. 
i  — How we pity the poor Criminals, that lie under 
Sentence of Death in the Cells of Newgate 1 We 
7 are apt to ſay within Ourſelves, We would not be 
i in their Condition for the whole World, How then 
| ſhould We be loſt in Wonder, and tranſported with 
Gratitude, on every Remembrance of the bleſſed 
JES Us] Who came from the Heaven of Heavens, 
on purpoſe to be led out to Execution; reſigned 
his Royal Throne, on purpoſe to hang on the ac- 
curſed Tree. And by this moſt gracious, yet moſt 
tremendous Expedient, has delivered Us from 
everlaſting Infamy and Torment! Surely, We muſt : 
| relinquiſh true Politeneſs, We muſt caſhier all that 
is amiable and of good Report, if We forbear to 
love, or ceaſe to pleaſe, ſo inſttel/ ene 
a Redeemer. 10 


| Youn. 


P 
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Youn Ladyſhip will have Multitudes to compli. - 


ment You on the preſent Seaſon, and wiſh You 4 


merry Chriſtmas. Give me Leave to wiſh Yau all 
_ that Joy, which the Prophet felt, when he cried out 


with a delighted Ardour; To Us a Child is born 
Fo Us a Son is given / All the Glories of Heaven, 
unite in his wonderful Perſon. All the Happineſs 
of Eternity, is the Fryit of his meritorious Incar- 
nation, Obedience, and Death. 

I am in Doubt, now T have written theſe Lines, 


whether I ſhall preſume to put them into your Lady- 
ſhip's Hand. Nor am I certain, that the Meſlage 
Yeu was pleaſed to fend in good Mr, Whitefield's 


Letter, either requires or juſtifies ſuch an Addreſs, 
But to breathe out my beſt Wiſhes, and turn 


them into frequent Prayers for your Ladyſhip, this, 


Jam aſſured, can never be unbecoming 
Your Ladyſhip' s much obliged, 
| moſt humble ſervant, 


UL FTEr.0 


My LApv, 


wiſh your Ladyſhip a happy Chriſtmas, to add 


my moſt ſincere Congratulations on the joyful Oc- 
caſion.— I ** * alſo on a Sentiment, 
| which 


ERMIT me, amidſt the M ultitudes that will 
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which was expreſſed in your Ladyfhip's laſt Letter. 


May it be more deeply engraven on your Heart Day 
by Day! I well remember the Subſtance, though 
your Ladyſhip's ſtriẽt Command has obliged me to. 

deſtroy the original Words. They were to this 
Effect; I know and feel, that I am not able to de the 
leaſt Thing, as of myſelf. — I bleſs GOD, for giv- 


ing your Ladyfſhip this Conviction. This Senſe of 


human Weakneſs, diſpoſes Us to wait for the Ope- 


rations of divine Power. This is one Part of that 
Poverty of Spirit, to which is promiſed the Kingdom 
of Heaven, or all the Bleſſings of the gloripus Gof- 


pel. Theſe are the Perſons, that will lot Ante 
CHRIST, as the wounded Iſraelites to the brazen 


| Serpent: will fy te CHRIST, as the Manſlayer 


of old to the City of Refuge: will receive CHRIST, 


as the condemned Malefactor receives a Pardon, or 


the ruined Bankrupt an Eſtate. They will be thank- 
fully ſatisfied that HE has done all for them: 
earneſtly deſirous, that CHRIST ſhould 4 all in 
them : and fully content, that CHRIST ſhould 
be all to them : all that can any Way relate to the 


_ Infinitely important Work of Salvation. 


SINCE then We have nothing, and car = do no- 


thing of Ourſelves ; have We not Reaſon to rejoice. 


in the Bleſſing, which is now commemorated ? For 
unto Us a Child is vorn, unto Us a Son is given, ani 
the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder : and his 


Name ſpall be called WoNDERFUL, CouUNSELLOR, 
1 fE HE 
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| uon his Shoulder : the Sceptre of ſupreme Authority” 


to his Church. 


_ poſſeſſed of all the Fulneſs of the Godhead ; like 


Spirit; and make Us wiſe unto everlaſting Sal- 


Things work together for our Good; and prepare 


TRE MIGHTY GOD, Tux EVERLASTING o Fa- 
THER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE. | | 
A SAVIOUR ſo GREAT, that the Government is 


is in his Hand; He has uncontroulable Power i in 
Heaven and on Earth; and is Head ever all ip 


So glorious, that his Name is FEED Wonderful: N e 
is GOD and Man, in one matchleſs and marvel- 
ous Perſon; dwelling in a Tabernacle of Clay, yet 


Jacob's Ladder, whoſe Foot was fixed on Earth, | 
while the Summit was loſt in the Skies. PE 

So gracious, that He is the Counſellor ; to inſtruct 
Us by his holy Word]; to enlighten Us by his bleſſed | 


vation. 88 | 

- THE MIGHTY 6 OD : to ſubdue our Iniquities; 
to put his Laws into our Hearts ; and make Us Par- 
takers of the divine Nature. 

THe Prince of Peace : reconciling Us to his Fa- 
ther by his Death ; making Peace by the Blood of 
his Croſs ; and thereby laying a Foundation for 
that Peace, which the World cannot give, and 
which paſſes all Underſtanding. 

TRE everlaſting Father : to cheriſh Us under the: 
Wings of his Providence and Grace; to make all 


for Us an Inheritance — even the Inheritance incor- FE 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. * 
| | UN- = 


Denen precious — May your 


| Ladyſhip, by a true Faith, appropriate and be in- 


ceereſted in them all | May Vou be enabled to ſay, 


/ 


— ——ůä 
by {Sl 
— 2 ay II N 


* Thoughts. 
pleaſes, ſhall be performed in another Letter. 
the mean Time, I very willingly own, my Pen is 


with the undoubted Heirs of the Promiſe, To us a 


Oyill is born! To vs @ Son is given | — All-ſufficients 
ever-bleſſed, immenſely kind Redeemer | May your 


Ladyſhip rejoice in Him, actoriing to the Foy of 
Harveſt ; ; and as Men rejoice, when they divide the 
Spoil. As the Huſbandman rejoices, when He 
reaps his Harveſt, and gathers in the Fruit of his 
Toil : as the Soldier rejoices, when He has van 


N quiſhed his N and is OY k, wich 
— the Prey. e 


I ſhould have ritten upon” another — 
The grand Solemnity of the Seaſon diverted my 
My Engagement, if your Ladyſhip 


in your Ladyſhip's Debt; but not half ſo much as 


muy thankful Heart, for all the Favours WO 


2-4 has conferred on, 12 
| br Ban 4 RG; HEE 
Miles Lane, Your moſt obedient, £2 263% EULA 


Dec. 24, 1751. moſt dutiful Servant. 
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E AVE the Pleaſure of e your Tate t 


ſhip, on the Commencement. of the new Year, . 
with one of the moſt diſtinguiſhing and noble Privi- 
leges of Chriſtianity, The Interceſſion. of CHR 1 


"Mey es 8 8 ab Ts et To S: - 
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Which, in whatever Light We view it, is a moſt 
| comfortable Doctrine: but, when conſidered i in its 


| full Extent, is an inexhauſtible Source of Conſola- 
tion. To do this, will be the pleaſing Employ of 


your Ladyſhip's own Meditations. To hint a few. 5 


of its leading n will be Buſinefs en WE 
the preſent Bette. 

Mo is it, that intercedes ?—JES Us c HRIS 1 
the RiOHTEOUS. In whoſe Mouth there was no 
Guile. Who did always thoſe Things, which were 
pleaſing to his heavenly Father. — If Men, that are 
encompaſſed with Infirmities, pray. and prevail. 
How much more prevailing muſt his Interceſſion be, 


who is © holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate a 
from Sinners, in his Nature, in his Heart, and i in 


all his Converſation... 

To whom He prays. Fs his own RE Who. 
declared by a Voice from Heaven his entire and 
infinite Complacency in ſo glorious a Son. If the 
poor Widow made Suit to an unjuſt Judge, and 
was heard: how aſſuredly may We conclude, that 


our bleſſed Advocate is _ "when He intercedes | 
in 


Br. 


— NEL 1 — 


er Aver“ SuixIEv. „ 


| 1s Behalf, with his own Father with our F Fax 
ther — with the Father of everlaſting Compaſſions ? 


1 5 mot He pleads. —He pleads his own Merits. 


His Interceſſion is founded on his Oblation. There- 
fore it is ſaid, His BLOOD ſpeaketh better Things, 
than the Blood of ABEI. Which Text, at once, 
points out the Nature, and proves the Efficacy, of 
CHRIS T's Interceffion. He does not intercede - 
by proſtrating Himſelf before the Throne, or making 
any verbal Supplication. But his very Appearance 
in Heaven, as a Lamb lain for Sinners, is a ſilent, 
a powerful Plea. As the Blood of Abel had a Voice, 
and cried aloud for Vengeance on the Murtherer. 
So, the Blood of JESUS has a Voice in the Ear 
of GOD, and cries more loudly: for Pardon, for 
Grace, for every ſpiritual Bleſſing, in behalf of his 
People. If the Blood of one Saint cried with ſuch 
a forcible Importunity : O] what un-paralleled, what 
unknown Succeſs muſt attend the Cry of RTS Blood, 
who is King of Saints, and the Cauſe of all Sanctity l 
For what He prays. —In his laſt ſolemn Addreſs 
to his almighty. F. ather, He gives Us a Specimen-of 
his Interceſſion, and a Sample (if I may uſe the Ex- 
preſſion) of the Bleſſings He implores. He prays 
That We may be ſanctiſad by the Truth — That 
We may be kept from Evil the Evil, that is in the 
World; and the Evil, that is in our Hearts — That 
Wie may be one: perfectly united to our divine Head, 
by a true Faith; and to One Another, by cordial 


£4 ; 


3 
o 
1 
4 
5 
4 
] 
[ 
[ 
f 
: 
'S 


66 LETTERS: 10 


Love — That We may be. with Him, where Heng 
and fee his Glory, and rejoyce in his Joy. 
.- Flow often He-intercedes — Moſes interceded for 
the Iſraelites, while they were in the Valley, fight- 
ing with Amalet. But He could not continually 


carry on that important Work. Whereas, our 


Hion-Prigsy ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
for Us. There's no Intermiſſion of his Suit. — 
When ſome foreign Ambaſſadors came, pretty early 


in the Morning, to have an Audience with Alex- 


ander; they were told. His Majeſty was not ſtir- 
“ ring.“ Upon which, they expreſſed ſome Sur- 
priſe, that a Potentate, who had ſo many, and ſuch 


momentous Affairs to manage, ſhould ſleep ſo long. 


The King, hearing of their Obſervation, ordered 
them to be informed; That, though Ze ſlept, 
« Parmenio waked. And though We ſleep, though 
We forget, too often forget Ourſelves, and our 
adored Redeemer: H E, the great Keeper of Iſrael, 
neither ſlumbers, nor ſleeps ; never, never forgets 
either Us, or our Intereſts. Nay, when We fin 
through the deplorable Infirmity of our Nature, He 
{till appears in the Preſence of G OD for Us. 

For whom He intercedes. — This is an Inquiry of 
the laſt Importance. 7 pray not for the World, is his 
own Declaration. For Whom then ? How ſhall 
We know, whether You and I are in the happy 
Number? Happy doubtleſs, they are, whom the 


great IMMANUEL remembers in his Kingdom. 
kt would be a moſt defirable Privilege, to be men- 


tioned. 


| Lapy e ee Suki. 6 


f | tioned in the Prayers of all the eminent Saints in the 
World. But unſpeakably more deſirable, to have 
our Names written on the Palms of his Hands, 
whom the Father heareth always: Permit me tp 
mention one Mark, whereby We may determine 8 
this Doubt. Has the LORD ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts a Spirit of Grace and Supplication for Qur- 
ſelves? This is a Fruit of CHRIS T's Inter- 
cCeſſion; and a ſure Sign, that He has undertaken 
our Cauſe. We ſhould never hear the reflected 
Echo, if there was not firſt the direct Sound. And 
We ſhould never have theſe Breathings after G OD 
and Glory, if che bleſſed JESUS had not ated as 
our Advocate with the Father. ; 
What Uſe may We make of this Doctrine ? — * 
ſhould encourage Us to pray: and to pray in Faith, 
nothing doubting. © Having 4 GREAT Higy- 
« PRIEST, that is paſſed into the Heavens, F ESUS 
4 the Son of GOD, let Us come boldly to the Throne of 
&« Grace, that We may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 
« Help in Time of Need.” Men love to go there, 
where they are ſure to be welcome, and expect to 


receive ſignal Benefits. Why then ſhould We not 


delight to draw nigh unto the King immortal in- 
viſible, through the Interceſſion of CHRIST: 
who preſents our Prayers, poor as they are; addy 
the rich Perfume of his own Merits ; and ſays, 
« Father, if I have merited aught by my Obedience 
< unto Death, accept theſe Supplications. Reward 


« . by bleſſing my People.” Who could doubt 
| „„ of 


68 
of a favourable Acceptance, if the LO RD JE. 
S Us was to plead thus in behalf of our Petitions? 
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But He pleads in a Manner, infinitely more prevail 


ing, than n than any, than all Words can ex- 


preſs. 


Turs ſhould encourage Us to ehe for Salvation; Y 


to hope, and be in nothing terrified. For, thus it 
is written; and the Writing is of more Worth, than 
all the Deeds in the World; ' Wherefore He is 
Able to ſave them to the arm who come untb 
GOD. by Him, ſeeing He ever liveth, to make Inter- 


. ceſſion for them, He 11vETH to make Interceſſion, on 


purpoſe to perform this beneficent Work. As 


though it were one main End of his Life, to execute 


this bleſſed Office. Surely then it will be executed 
with the greateſt Fidelity, and with the greateſt Suc- 


| ceſs. — With ſuch Succeſs, that He is able to ſave to 


the OTTERMOST. What a conſolatory Saying is 
this! One of the choiceſt Cordials of the Goſpel. 


Let Us caſt our Burthen upon the LORD JE- ; 


SUS, and no Circumſtances ſhall render our Sal- 
vation impracticable, no, nor ſo much as difficult. 
He can fave from all Guilt, be it ever ſo heinous; 
from all Sins, be they ever ſo numerous; from all 
Enemies, be they ever ſo formidable; and to the 
very End of our Warfare, be it ever io long, or 
ever ſo ſharp : which puts me in Mind of one Ad- 


vantage more, derivable from this invaluable Article ; 


of our Faith, 4 E 


SS 


WY 
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I ſhould give Us a-chearful Truſt of perſevering 
unto the End. Our LORD fays, Simon, Simon, 
Satan has deſired to have You, that He may Sift You as 
Wheat. And what was Simon Peter's Security? 
His own Vigilance ? His own Reſolution ? No: 
but his divine Maſter's Interceſſion. L have prayed 
Hor Thee, adds the compaſſionate Redeemer, there- 
fore thy Faith ſhall not fail. The Interceſſion of 
CHRIST, is as a Wall of Fire around, his Peo- 
ple. By this they are kept, as by an impregnable 

_ Garriſon, We can never lay too little Streſs on 
our own Performances, or our own Abilities; and 
never confide too much in CHRIS T*s Righteouſ- 
neſs, and CHRIS T's Interceſſion. Surely, his 
Interceſſion muſt prevail above all the Powers of 
Hell, above all the Temptations of the World, and 
all the Corruptions of our treacherous Hearts. 
Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be that ſovereign Grace, 
which has brought your Ladyſhip to know, to be- 
heve in, to love this all-glorious Interceſſor! May 
your Knowlege become clearer, your Faith ſtronger, 
and your Love warmer, every Day and every Hour, 
till, being protected by his Intereeſſion, and guided 
by his Spirit, Vou are received into the e Io 1 
of his Glory. 1. 90 # 
Several Inſtances of casten and Gene- 
roſity I have received from your Ladyſhip. 1 muſt 
now take Leave to ſollicit another. Which is, that 
your Ladyſhip will not only excuſe the Length of 


: my LO but admit it as the Meaſure of my Re- 
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pe, Eſteem, and Gratitude. Then 1 mal look - 


! 


» 


back on my Prolixity, not with Pain, but with 
+; roma if it may ſhew, how very much I am, + 


„ RON, 
Miles's Lane, Tour Ladyſhip s moſt obliged, 


Vn. 7th, 17 $2: | " 2. dutifol Servant. 


L E TTA - XXII, 


JARDON me, my honoured Lady, for dub 
ing a Letter from your Ladyſhip, to be in my 


Poſſeſſion a whole Week, without a grateful Ac- 


knowlegement of the Favour. I have been partly 


out of Order; partly engaged in n: ; gong 


detained by Company. 5 
I numBLy thank your 1 for 3 10 
employ your Intereſt, in behalf of my Friends or 


myſelf. I hope, I ſhall always retain a due Senſe 


of the Kindneſs, even though I ſhould have no 


Occaſion to put your Ladyſhip to the Trouble, 


J bleſs the GOD of Heaven, I want for Nothing. 
Nothing, unleſs it be a Heart more deeply and de- 
voutly affected with his moſt-undeſerved Goodneſs. . 


My Brother alſo, at whoſe Houſe I live, is in a 
| Courſe of Buſineſs, nn and proſperous, as 


can be wiſhed, h 
FTE tn. I 826 
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* 1 #20" Leave to aſſure. your- Ladyſhip; I am ſo 


far from divulging che Contents of your Letters; 
that I do not ſo much as mention the Receipt of 
them. : And for two Reaſons:;' teſt ſuch a Practies 


ſhould 1 a Spirit of Pride in me; and be pre- 


judicial to your Ladyſhip's Character, as degrading 


Yourſelf, in vouchſafing to nverſe with ſo mean 


a Perſon; and one that paſſes, perhaps, for a Fa- 
vourer of that queer Generation, called Methodiſts, 


One that is with them in his Heart, though han 


pered and with-held from acting, by a languiſhing 
Conſtitution - I would have very, very little Con- 


cern for my own Credit, but be tenderly ſollicitous | 


for your Ladyſhip's. Though after all, the Ho. 
nour that comes from this World, is ſcarce worth 


our Purſuit or our Wiſn. The Approbation of the 


King of Heaven, is our only, only Glory. May your 
Ladyſhip be owned by Him, at that all- important 
Day, when He ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, 


and admired in all them that believe ! e 


How glad am Ito hear your Lettings 1 
now deſire to ſpeak of nothing but Religion, and 
its precious Truths! May your Ladyſhip be more 


and more determined, to know nothing but ESU 


CHRIST, and Him crucified. It is one of the 
wiſeſt Reſolutions, and was made by One of the 


greateſt, happieſt, and beſt of Men.] rejoice alſo 


to find, that Yu have taſted, That the LORD. is 


gracious. Cleave to Him, my Lady, with full Pur- 


7 7 Ane and Yeu ſball ſee greater Things than 
OE 7 theſe. 


rr 
" 
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theſe. For the Love of CHRIS T, even to the 8 
weakeſt Believer, 4s in-expreſſible, un-meaſurable, 
inconceivable. Lou will ſee a Sketch of it, Matt. 
xii. 20.—a clearer Proof of it, en 114 Tk 
richer Diſplay of it, Iſai. xlix. 15. N . 
I 890vLD have tranſcribed theſe en Paſſages: : 
but 1 apprehend, it will be more pleaſing to your 
Ladyſhip, and render the Scriptures more imp i- 
five, to collect them with your -own. Hand. As it 
is more agreeable to gather a Nectarine from the 
Tree, or a Pink from the Parterre, than to have 
the one ſerved up on the Salver, or the other preſented | 
in a Noſegay. I hopeè, the bleſſed Spirit of GOD 
will make the charming and reviving Texts, un- 
ſpeakably more reliſhing to your Ladyſhip, than the 
moſt delicious Fruits; and incomparably more de- 
lightful, than the moſt fragrant Flowers. in- 
tended to have enlarged upon that ſweeteſt and no- 
bleſt of all Subjects, the Love of our LORD. 
JESUS CHRIST; but I perceive, it will lead 
me into too great a Length. For this Reaſon, I de- 
ſift at preſent. But I hope, your Ladyſhip will 
not forbid me the Honour and Pleaſure of writing 
to Yau again, within a little Time, When 1 
purpoſe to ennoble, by this moſt excellent and * 
rious Topic, the otherwiſe unworthy Letter of, 


1 My Lady, your Ladyſhip's 
Miles's Lane, | : very much obliged, | 
Jane 18, 1752. | and dutiful Servant. 
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0 N Shi Fi ha gener, I — my 
ſelf a fingular Pleaſuregdth Pleaſure of writ- 
ing. to your Ladyſhip. But was hindered from en- 
joying it, by Company which could not be left, and 
by Buſineſs, which could not be poſtponed. 1 pre- 
ſume, your Ladyſhip has heard, that News is ar- 
rived from Mr. Whitefield. That He had a fafe 


and ſpeedy Voyage. Was in Health, and fou. d : 


all Things i in good Condition at the Orphan-Houſe. 
—[ had no Letter. 1 think, he wrote but two. 
And this, as far as I can learn, is the, moſt material 
of what they contained. —His - Account, puts me 
in Mind of that ineſtimable Promiſe, made to the 


Patriarch, at a very critical and dangerous Period, 
of his Life ; Fear not, Abram + FF: am thy Shield, and | 


thy exceeding great Reward. Part of which is moſt 
beautifully paraphraſed by the firſt Genius of our 
Nation, and applied to all Believers, « 


How are thy Servants bleſt, O LORD! 
How ſure is their Defence ! 
Eternal Wiſdom'is their Guide, | 
Their Guard Omnipotence. 
I THINK, my Lady, You have a Note under 
my Hand, for a 2 Thoughts on The Love of 
CHRIST. 


© AUO ets. 
————————— ——— —  —— -— —  —— —— 
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CHRIST. How glad am I to pay, as far as my 
Ability will reach, all my Obligations to your La- 
dyſhip! Eſpecially when they are of a Nature fo | 
peculiarly pleaſing. Shall we then conſider 

TE Original of his Love? It is free; perfectly 
free; without any Deſert, or the leaſt Amiableneſs 


min Us. We love our Kind Friends, and generous 


Benefactors: thoſe that are accompliſhed in Them- 
 felves, or ſerviceable to our Intereſts. But CHRIST. 
loved Us, when We were Sinners; when We were 
forgetful of Him; nay, Enemiesto Him, by evil Tem- 
pers, and wicked Works. He loved Us (O ſe- 
vereign, moſt un-merited Kindneſs!) when We 
deſerved nothing, but utter ACOG and eternal 
Vengeance. | 
TRE Commencement of his Love. His Love is 
not of Veſterday. His Love, like his Outgoings, is 
from everlaſting. I have loved Thee, ſays He to his 
Church, with an everlaſting Love. We value the Af- 
fection, that is of long ſtanding ; has taken deep Root; 
and {till continues unſhaken. How excellent, then, is thy 
| Eoving-Kindneſs, O bleſſed JESUS ! which, before 
the Mountains were brought forth, or ever the Earth 
and the Morid were made, was fixed upon ſinful 
Duſt! O! that We, my Lady, ſhould be in the 
Thoughts, be upon the very Heart, of GOD's 
| adorable Son, even from the Ages of Eternity! 
Tk Duration of his Love. It is invariable and 
eternal. Having loved his own, He loveth them even 
wo the End. It neither began with Time, neither 
Will it end with Time. As no Worthineſs in Us 
cauſed 


— 


cauſed it; ſo neither will our Failings extinguiſh 
it; no, nor our Infirmities damp it. We change 
frequently; our holy Frames fail; but our adored 
Redeemer is the ſame Tefterday, to Day, and for evers 
Fear not then, my honoured Lady; neither Life nor 
Death, nor Things preſent, non Things 10 conie, nor 
any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate Us from the 
ever tender, the ever conſtant, the ever en 
1 F G OD our Saviour; "IS 
Taz Efects of his Love. It e Him abe 
the Heaven of Heavens, to dwell in Clay, and: be 
lodged in a Manger. It brought Him from thoſe 
happy Manſions, where is the Fulneſt f Foy, and 
where are Pleafures for evermore; to be deſtitute, af 
flifted, tormented in this Vale of Tears. O my 
Lady, it made Him, who is Heir of all Things, 


not to have where to lay his Head; till he was | 


ſtretched on the racking Croſs, and laid it in the 
Gloom of the Grave. Un-paralleled and ſtupen- 
dous! Who can declare the noble Acts of the Re- 
deemer's Love, or ſhew forth all his Praiſe? __ 

FTE Fruits of this Love. To this is owing all. 
the Good, We poſſeſs, or expect; every ſpiritual: 
and heavenly Blefling. If our Eyes are enlightened, 
in any Degree, to ſee the Things that belong to our 
Peace: if our Deſires are awakened, to ſeek the 
Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away : for this We are · indebted to the Love and 
Grace of CHRIST. if We are ſanctified in 
33 „ Part, 


: Part, and deſirous to grow in true Godlineſs: if 
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We are perfectly juſtified before GOD, and adopt- 
ed to be his Sons and Daughters : theſe alſo are 
Streams, which iſſue from that in- exhauſtible Foun- 
tain, THE Love oF CHRIST. As it was ſtronger 
than, Death, in its Actings and Sufferings; it is 

richer than all Worlds in its precious, precious 
Fruits. All the inconceivable and everlaſting Joys 


of the glorified State, are its Purchaſe and its Giſt. 


riqosTLY, therefore, does the Scripture make Uſe 


of all the endearing Relations, that ſubſiſt among 


Mankind, to repreſent the Love of CHRIS T. 
Great is the Love of a Friend; greater the Love 
ef a Brother; greater ſtill the Love of a Parent; 


greateſt of all the Love of a Bridegroom: but in- 
fnitely greater than any, than all, is the Love of 


the ever bleſſed IMMANUEL to his People. 


When all has been ſaid, all has been imagined; it 


tranſcends every Compariſon; it exceeds all 
Thought; or, as St. Paul ſpeaks, it paſſes Knows 
lege. May your Ladyſhip have more and more ex- 


c : alted Apprehenſions of . it 3 and live under a de- 


it be your ſweet Incitement to every Duty, and 
and your ſovereign Cordial under all Tribulation! 
And when Eternity, the vaſt Eternity opens, it 

ſhall be, in a Senſe that no Heart can conceive, 
your Crown of Rejoycing.; your exceeding great 


Reward.—-And, I e Lou will ſometimes pray, 
| chat 
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p. 8. N27 L I atk, whethep your ur Ladyſhip has ſeen 

aa little Collection of Poems, entitled Viſons? They 
are extremely elegant: compoſed in a high and fi- 
niſhed Taſte; perfectly moral and virtuous; and 
want Nothing but a little of the Savour of that 
Name, which is as Ointment poured forth. - The 
Author reckons me in the Number of his Friends; 
and I ſhould be glad to do Him any Service. [He 
has a very large F. amily, and no very affluent Cir- 
cumſtances. He is going to ſell the Copy; and a 
quick Demand for the preſent Edition, would con- 


ſiderably encreaſe the Price.] Could your Lady- 


ſhip ſpeak a recommending Word for them to the 
polite World? I dare venture to aſſure your Lady- 
ſhip, it will be no Derogation to the — of 
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Ar Lady, 


v ESTERDAY Lreceived the Honour of your 
'Ladyſhip's Letter; and, grateful for that, pleaſe 


myſelf with the Proſpect of another, which your 


Ladyſhip has given me Reaſon to 2 before thꝰ 
ns: e of the Week. = 

As your Ladyſhip was juſt going into the Coun 
try, when You put Pen to Paper, I cannot but fol- 
low You thither, or wait upon You therg, with my 
very beſt Wiſhes. That the GOD of all Good- 
neſs may Bleſs your Going out and Coming in, from this 
Time forth for evermore. That where-ever You re- 


| fide, He may be ever near You, by his enlighten- 


ing, comforting, ſanCtifying Preſence. | 
ON Sunday laſt in the After-noon We were 
greatly alarmed. A Fire broke out in a Sugar- 


| Bakers Work-Houſe, to which a Part of my Bro- 


ther's Dwelling-Houſe joyns. We were all Con- 
fuſion and Conſternation ; almoſt ſmothered with 


Smoke; -and crouded by the Mob. Three Engines 


playing from various Parts of our Houſe, and ſe- 
veral others pouring in Water from other Quarters, 
by the Bleſſing of G OD, kept under the raging 
Element, and in a few. Hours extinguiſhed it. — 
It put me in Mind of that tremendous Day, when 


the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe, when 
| 0 Elements will melt with fervent Heat, and the 


Earth 


pb. Then, when the Poſſeſſions of the Mighty 
ſhall be no where found; may your Ladyſhip have 
4 Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens! 
When the Wealth of the Covetous, ſhall come ut- 
terly to an End; may your Ladyſhip enjoy an In- 
heritance ry en and that 2. not 


away. 


Wiſhes, give me Leave, my Lady, to add the fur- 
ther Pleaſure of ſubſcribing myſelf, | 1 


| i Tour Levy „* 
e b B760@-</ gle | " hn Servant. | 
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My "© 


AM ſincerely 3 to hear af: your Ladyſhip! $ 
Indiſpoſition. This, I hope, may venture to 
8 Vou, on a thorough Recovery. —Theſe 
Diſorders of the earthly Tabernacle, are Pre-moni 
tions of its final Diſſolution. . They have every one 


| a Voice, and this is their Meaning; thus they ad- 
dreſs our Affections; * Ariſe, and depart, for Here 
“ is not your Reſt. Theſe Tenements of Clay 


5 will ſoon fail. But there i is a x City, whoſe Foun- 


& dations 


Lapy FRANCOES SniklEyY. my 
| Earth with all the Warks that are therein ſhall be burnt 


To the Satisfadtion I receive in e theſe 
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_ © dations will never be removed. There are Man- 
44 ſions, from which the happy Bam will never 
cc be diſpoſſeſſed. Theſe the bleſſed J ES US has 
„ purchaſed for You, by his precious Blood. Theſe 
6 He has prepared for You, by his almighty Power. 
<. Befeech—O! beſeech Him, to make You meet . 
« for them, by his fanctifying Spirit.” e 
War ſhall I ſay, my Lady, concerning the . 
nour You intended me ? It is greater than I could 
have expected. And what, concerning the Honour 
to which you invite me? It is with unfeigned Re- 
gret, that I cannot accept it.—I have been a Fel- 
low-Sufferer with your Ladyſhip. Have had a vio- 
lent Cold, attended with feveriſh Symptoms. Whieh 
ſtill hang about me; and I am ſometimes apprehen- : 
five, will deliver me over to the Phyſician. This 
Diſorder, it is thought, was catched, on the Day 
of our late Conſternation and Danger. When 1 
was driven from my Home ; and in order to avoid - 
the Fire, was obliged to wade through Water. 
Water and Fire, put me in Mind of thoſe terri- 
ble Deſolations, which were once made by the In- —_— 
ſtrumentality of theſe Elements. When GOD 
made them the Sword of his Vengeance, to deſtroy a 
- degenerate World, and four polluted Cities. I men- 
tion this, becauſe it leads our Thoughts to that be- 
neficent and glorious Perſon, who delivers from the 
Wrath to come. Who, in both theſe Caſes, was 
particularly typefied ; in the one, by the Art; in 
the other, by Zoar or the Mountain. O] my Lady, 
5 8 let 
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| let Us fly to Hi leave to Him make our Boaſt 

of Him — and rejoice in Him Vou know his Name. 
May ee, ee pay and more of the 
Riches of his Goo eis 


the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, to meet 
your Ladyſhip: and no longer tire You with the 


with You in loving, adoring, and magnifying that 


dear, divinely excellent JESUS, who loved Us, and 
waſhed Us from our Sins in his own Blood. - To his 


infinitely tender Care I commit your Ladyſhip, and 
beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with the IE 


Reſpect, and enn Gratitude, | 
Miles's Lane, Your Mat 8 ii. 


Feb. 253 24S Pt 5 26 and dutiful Servant. 


L ET T XXV U. 


Wir your Ladyſhip coy me Leave, to an 
mit in Writing, what I heard in Converſa- 


tion ? An Event, that lately happened ; and told by 
a Perſon, who was Eye-Witneſs to the Whole. 


A SOLDIER was condemned to be executed” for 
n A young Man, in the Prime of Life, 


G with 


and the Power of his 
Grace! Till You ſee Him, and dwell for ever with 
Him, in that happy World, where the Inhabitants 
hall no more ſay, I am fick. There, I hope, through f 


; w e —— eto ety Go. 
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With he en es Health on W OURS 
Being come to the Place of Execution, He prepared 
Himſelf for Death, without any apparent Emotion, 
of Fear: opened his Breaſt, without any Change 
| of Countenante; and drew the Cap over his Eyes, | 
| Vi.ichqut che leaſt Trepidation in his Limbs.— Six ß 
bis Comrades were draughted out, and ordered to 
A4cdvance ſoſtly forwards. Being come within four 
Yards of the Criminal, they received the Signal to l 
fre ; and ſhot each his Hall quite through the Body. 1 
After this, the Corpſe, with the Face uncovered, 1 
and the Wounds bleeding, was extended on the 
Ground; and the whole Regiment, to make the 
Terror more impreſſive, marched over its Legs. The 
Sight was ſo awful, that one of the Soldiers fainted 


1 away, as He paſſed by the diſmal Spectacle; and 
1 tze Account ſo affecting, that I obſerved the Tears 
ö ſtealing down the K of a Lady, where it was 
| related. 


WIII not this help Us, my Lady, to form ſome 
faint Apprehenſion of GOD Almighty's tender 
- and amazing Love in CHRIS T JESUS? — 
When We. had deſerted his Service, and rebelled 
againſt his Majeſty, not once, nor twice only, but 
Fimes out of Number; did He paſs. Sentence of 
Death upon Us? No: He exerciſed all long-ſuffer- 
ing towards Us.—Inftead of condemning Us, He 
deputed his own Son, to be condemned and to ſuf- 
fer in our Room. He'refigned the dearly beloved 
of his Soul, the immaculate and bleſſed JESUS, 


to 


a 
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to receive all the Arrows of Vengeance into his 
Heart; to become a pale, bloody, mangled Corpſe; 


. a Spectacle of Miſery to Angels and Men: on pur- 


| poſe, that We might go free; that We might be 
delivered from. nnen r be made Heirs > 
eternal Happineſs. | 

O apoRaBLE Kindneſs ! To ſpare ſuch Rebels ; 
freely to pardon, and fully to forgi 
more adorable and ſtupendous ! To raiſe them from 
the Block, to the higheſt Preferments in Heaven | 

To exalt them from the Stake, to a glorious Crown, 
and an everlaſting Kingdom But, to ſurrender 
his illuſtrious and divine Son, to die in their Place ; 


this is Loving-Kindneſs, unutterable and incon- 


_ ceivable. Language cannot expreſs it. Thought 


is unable to reach it. May your Ladyſhip never 


forget it: continually admire it: and be habitually 
influenced by it — HE who with-held not his Son, 
but gave Him-up for Us and our Salvation, will He 


not with Him alſo freely give Us all Things? That 


He may give your Ladyſhip all the Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel of Peace, is the Heart's Deke, and the 
earneſt Prayer , Om 


125 MI Lady, 
Miles's Lane, your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, | 
March 23, 1752 and dutiful Servant. 


p. 8. 22 have heard, I preſume, from our &x- 
 Cellent Friend in America. I think, He could not' 
forget your 1 as He remembered me. My 
G 2 Letter 
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them ! — Still 
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EN 
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Letter was very ſhort, as He was in great Doubt, 


whether it would find me in the Land of the Living. 
Nothing at all material, only an Account of his 


own Welfare, otherwife I would have taken the 
Pleaſure of communicating it to your Ladyſhip. 


CET EK Me. 


_ | Mapan, 


ESTERDAY, in the Evening; I received. 
your Ladyſhip's Letter ; and the firſt Thing I 
do this Morning, is, to return my Thanks, for the 
Honour it did me, and the Pleaſure it gave me. 

You may depend upon it, I always appear, in 
my Letters to your Ladyſhip, with one of my beſt. 
Frames of Mind : juſt as I ſhould appear in Perſon, 
was I able to wait upon your Ladyſhip, with my 
ſpruceſt Suit of Cloaths. But it is not always Sun- 
ſhine and Serenity i in my Breaſt. Neither is it al- 


ways Purity and Harmony in my Temper. | I have 


ſo much Vanity, and fo many Follies ; ſuch ſtupid 

In-attention, and odious Ingratitude ; ſuch ſtubborn 
Irreſignation, and unconquerable Pride ; ſuch fre- 
quent Sallies of fooliſh Deſire, and Workings of 
evil Affection; above all, ſuch un-reaſonable Un- 


belief i in the 2 of my Saviour, and the Pro- 


miſes 


— 
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aw GOD; that I ſhould not bear to have 


any One acquainted with the Tranſactions of my 


Heart. Any, but that tender, indulgent, gracious 


| GOD, who conſiders whereof We are made; whi 
remembers that We are but Duſt ; and whoſe Mercy 
is as his Majeſty, exceedingly great and infinite. 


At his adorable Feet I would lye very very low; 
and make, from the Bottom of my depraved Soul, 
the poor Leper's Confeſſion, Unclean ! Unclean ! 
GOD almighty is pleaſed, of his ſingular Good- 


neſs, to preſerve me from any very ſcandalous Out- 
breakings of Corruption ; but I am often exerciſed 
with inward Trials; have often Reaſon to complain, 


zuhen I would do Good, Evil is preſent with me. 
Tus, my Lady, I believe, the wiſe and gracious 


| GOD permits— That He may ſhew Us, what is 
in our Heart: that it is Ae and deſperately wick- 
ed; and may bring Us off from all Self- Admiration, 
to abhoy Ourſelves in Duft and Aſbes.— That He may 


teach Us to prize our glorious Advocate and Surety 
more highly; to renounce our wretchedly imperfect 


Selves more thoroughly; and place our whole Affi- 
| ance on his Son's precious Blood, and immaculate 
Righteouſneſs. —That He may quicken our Deſires 


after brighter and more transforming Manifeſtations 
of CHRIST ; after richer and more efficacious 
Communications of his Spirit. — That He may wean 


our Affections more and more from this diſordered 
State, and render Us leſs unwilling to be diſſolved. 


To be diſſolved, and enter into that happy World, 


G 3 J where | 
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vhere all 6 will be diſpelled; all ht 


tion deſtroyed; and We ſhall love the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST nnn | 


everlaſting Ardour. 


At ſuch Seaſons, I think it beſt, my Lindy to . . 


| ware of too much Diſquietude and Anxiety, I re- 


member ſome Expreſſions, that dropped from a dear 


Friend, when I had the Honour of being in your 


Ladyſhip's Company at the Counteſs Delitz's, which 
tended to cheriſh this drooping, diſconſolate Diſpo- 
fition. As though We ought to be ſcourged with 


the Laſhes of Conſcience, and hang down our Heads 


as a Bulruſh,—But why ſhould We covet to be 
ſcourged ? when our divine Maſter was wounded 
for theſe Sins, and bruiſed for theſe Iniquities ? Will 
our Uneaſineſs and ſelf-tormenting Cares add any 


Thing to the Value of CHRIS T's Atonement ? 


—Or, ſhould We indul ge the inward Diſtreſs, in 


order to humble our Minds ? It will ſadden them; 
enervate them; diſcourage their Addreſſes to the 


Source of Good ; and have juſt ſuch an Effect upon 


them, as the Failure of animal Spirits has upon the 


Body. And whether this Failure of animal Spirits, 


fits the Body for any one Inſtance of Service, or any 


one Species of Enjoyment, let thoſe, who have ex- 
perienced the Change, judge, —No, my Lady; the 


trueſt Humility, the moſt genuine Abaſement, is 


grounded on a Senſe of our ever- bleſſed Redeemer's 


Love. He that is high above all Height, humbled 


Himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs, that 
4 To He 
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| He might make Expiation for theſe Offentes:: When 
We are properly impreſſed with this aſtoniſhing and 

delightful Truth, it will fink Us in Huiniliatidn, 
even while it exalts Us in Hope. If We. obſerve 


the Scales of a Balance; the higher the One aſcends; 
the lower proportionably the Other drops. So, tid 
more We advance in this Faith, thomore We en 
encreaſe in Poverty of Spirit. 
FHR ETORE, when ſuch Temptations ee 
when ſuch Defilements ariſe, don't be deſirous Bo- 
nour'd Madam, of dwelling upon the afflicting Con- 
viction of ſhameful Guilt, and:ab6minable Vileneſs 
but turn the Eye of your Mind to the bleeding 
agonizing, dying JESUS. Get kid of the Fear 
and the Diſtreſs, by a firm aſſured: Belief, That che 
Sins: and the Prince of Peace poufed out his Blood 
for thele Tranſgreſſions. © That, though they as 
_ difpleaſing'to the divine Majeſty ; it will be much 
more diſpleaſing, if Wor nn. . Truth af his 
Word, er diſtruſt the Efficacy o his beloyet> Jo 
Prepitiation.— Thus, my Lady, eee oed Right 
of Faith, and overcome through the Blobidof 2 


* 
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infinite —— hrs 
Peace. Then, ac ons be 

ſelf; like # Perſon that has ſhook off the 
from tis Hands, or. thrown a heavy Load from his 
G 4+ SO 


ed, Len will find Voar- ” 


Shoulders, far more how: enlarged, and ative in 


the Ways of the LORD. 


My Comfort on ſuch Occaſions, is 3 
derived from turning ſuch Scriptures as the follow- 


ing into ſecret Prayer; Hoſ. xiv. 4. Zech. xiii, 1. 
Hed. ix. 13, 14. I John ii. 1, 2. | 

Ax do not let Us ſuſpect, that the LORD 
J ESUS abhors Us for ſuch Infirmities, though un- 


doubtedly ſinful. No; He is a faithful and com- 


paſſionate High-Prieſt. He was tempted in all 


Things like as We are, yet without Sin. He will 
therefore graciouſly receive Us; reveal Himſelf to 
Us; and fay to Us by his bleſſed Spirit, Son, Daugh- 


ter, be of good Chear : 1 have died for all thy Miſ- 
doings. Should Lord = —, in his Journey to 
Bath, have the Misfortune to fall from his Horſe, or 
be over- turned in his Coach, and make his Ap- 


. pearance before the Counteſs, beſmeared with Blood, 

disfigured with Dirt, and torn with Wounds; would 
her Ladyſhip loath Him on this Account? Quite 
the reverſe. Her Bowels would yearn ; ſhe would 


feel Compaſſion added to her Affection; and gently 


wipe away the Blood, and tenderly take Care of the 


Wounds. Such, or rather unſpeakably more con- 


_ deſcending and gracious will our LORD's Recep- 


don of Us be, when We come weary, heavy laden, 


and defiled with Guilt, to find Reſt in his Merits, 


He vouchſafes to call Himſelf our everlafting Fa- 


THER. and will *. never be outdone by any + 


earthly 


—_— ——_——— 


Lavy FrANCEs SnIRI Ev. 89 
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 Pook = * ſome odd e which 
make her many Enemies. So many, that, I be- 
lieve, She is almoſt as univerſally diſliked, as her 
amiable Huſband i is loved. But I am apt to think, 
People aggravate her Weakneſſes. Ah ! my Lady, 
*tis an unkind World. It delights to propagate de- 
famatory Reports; and the Ball of Cenſure, always 
gathers as it rolls. Where is that lovelieſt of Vir- 


|  tues, Charity? We ſee Her charmingly pourtrayed 
by the fineſt Pencil under Heaven; 1 Corinth. xiii; 
But when, how rarely at leaſt, do We ſee Her tread 


the Stage of Life, or enter the Circle of Converſa- 


tion? O] that, commiſſioned by her great Maſter 
and Pattern, She may dwell in your Ladyſhip's 1 


and not be an utter Stranger to mine! 
I s1ncERELY wiſh, that the Counteſs D, vids all 


the Perſonages of Diſtinction, who have taſted that 


the LORD is gracious, may grow in Grace ; may 


be filled with the Spirit ; and be valiant in the Cauſe, 
_ zealous for the Intereſts, of JESUS of Nazareth, 


All the Hoſts of Heaven adore Him ; and ſhall We, 
Creatures of the Ground, be aſhamed to own Him. 


1 Angels, Men, and Devils, ſhall bow the Knee to 


Him, at the laſt Day ; and ſhall We, in this our 
Day, bluſh to acknowlege our Relation to Him? 
Wr have, doubtleſs, many Enemies, and proba- 


; bly ſhall not ceaſe to be aſſaulted with Temptations, 
ſo long as We continue in this Wilderneſs. But 


let 
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let Us not fear, my Lady. We have a Captain and 
a Guide, who is as gracious as We could wiſh; far 
more gracious than We can think. Hear his own 
Words; and may his own Spirit write them upon 
your Ladyſhip's Heart: For I, faith the LORD, 
will be unto Her a Wall of Fire round about, and will 
Be the Glory in the Midlt of Her. Zech. ii. 5. Only 
let Us look unto Him; walk cloſely with him; and, 
Hike good Hezekiah, (of whom 1 have . been _ 
Ing) cleave unto Him. 

T assUrE You, my Lady, I ſhould toſe a denn 
SatisfaQtion, as well as offend highly againft Grati- 
tude, if I ſhould ceaſe to pray for your Increaſe in 

Faith, in Holinefs, and in Joy. And I have the 
Comfort to think, the dearly beloved Son of GOD, 
JESUS CHRIST the Righteous, ever liveth to 
make Interceſſion for your Ladyſhip, and alſo (as 
his Grace and his Truth oblige me to believe) for 


Mile's Lane, Vour Ladyſhip* s hoſt obliged, 
March 37, 1752. | + += ml dutiful Servant. 


P.,. S. I have os my own Hand, ok I fear, 
have tired your Ladyſhip's Patience. I ſhould not 
at all regret the one, if your TEE: will excuſe 
the other, | 


LE T. 
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15 BEG Didi to pay my moſt gast Reſpelts 
to your Ladyſhip once more; being upon the 
Point to remove into Northamptonſhire. It has 
pleaſed G OD to take my honour'd Father to Him- 
ſelf. So that I am obliged to depart from my pre- 
ſent Situation ; and, if I can bear the Journey, and 
| _ undergo the Fatigue, to take the Living of Weſton. 
O!] that T had Strength of Conſtitution, to watch 
over a Flock, and feed them with the Milk of the 
Word! But the Will of the LORD is beſt. He 
employs whom He will employ, and whom He will 
He lays aſide. Wie and W e are alt Whew; 
Ways, 
"Tis very de I ſhall never have the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing your Ladyſhip again, on this Side the ever 
laſting Habitations, My enfeebled State renders 
me like an aged Tree, which muſt continue, where 
it is fixed ; to tranſplant it, or to remove it, is ta 
kill it —-O my Lady, my honour'd Lady, let Us, 
with thoſe Believers of old, cleave to the LORD 
with full Purpoſe of Heart. Cleave to that ever- 
bleſſed and all-gracious LORD, who bore all our 
Sins in his own Body on the Tree: who. fulfilled all 
| Righteouſneſs for our Juſtification ; and ever liveth - 
to make Interceſſion for Us. Let Us remember Him 
in the Night-Seaſon, and think upon Him when We are 
1 Let Us conyerſe with Him by ſilent Sup-- 
F 
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plication, and believing Communion. Let Us look 


to Him as our amiable Pattern, and depend upon 


Him as our all- ſufficient Propitiation. Let Us live 


upon Him, and rejoice in Him. That when the 
Hour of our Diſſolution approaches, We may not 
change our Company, not change our Employ, but 
only change the Place of our Abode.— Then, my 


Lady, I ſhall hope to welcome You (for in this one 


Inſtance You muſt give me Leave to go before You) 


into the Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


Heavens. — Till then, my beſt Prayers will ever at- 
tend your Ladyſhip : I ſhall wiſh for your Ladyſhip's 
Happineſs as ardently as for my own: and ſhall al- 
ways be ambitious. of profeſſing myſelf 

Tottenham, + Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 
May 19, 1752» moſt grateful, 
+ | moſt dutiful, humble Servant. 


LETTER, x 


My Lavpr, 


| 1 AM juſt arrived at Weſton, after a pleaſant 


Journey, in an eaſy Coach, and cool Weather. 
But much fatigued, though We allowed two Days 
for about ſeventy Miles. May the gracious GOD, 
who has brought Us ſafe, both make and keep Us 


thankful ! 
SEE | 
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81 K my Lady, How almoſt every Thing re- 
minds Us, that Here We have no continuing City; 
but are Pilgrims and Sojourners below. In Heaven 


is our true Home. There everlaſting Reſt is to be 
enjoyed. There Sickneſs and Sin are baniſhed. 


And there the once crucified, but now exalted JE- 
SUS, dwells and reigns for ever. — There may 


your Ladyſhip's Affections be fixed! And in this 
Practice may I be ſo wife as to imitate You: in 
that Place may I be fo happy as to meet You. © 


IRECEIVED your Ladyfhip's Favour, when I was 
packing up and preparing for my Journey. Which 
wearied my weak Conſtitution to. ſuch a Degree, 
that I was not able to pay my grateful Acknowlege-- 
ments, before I left Tottenham. Now I take 
Leave to thank you for your condeſcending Letter, 


and for giving me Leave to writy to a Lan 


from the Country. 
I EEG you Madam not to mention any Thing like | 
an Apology. Thanks are due to your Ladytfhip, 


for making my Letter acceptable. to Others, by ap- 


proving . it yourſelf, and honouring it with your 
Recommendation. —I humbly bleſs GOD, if He 
pleaſes to give it Favour in the Eyes of Others; and 


ſhould think it the higheſt Privilege, if He would 


vouchfafe to render it at all ſerviceable to their beſt 
Intereſts ; eſpecially, to ſuch a diſtinguiſhed and il- 
luſtrious Perfonage, as the Princeſs of 2 


May HE, who is Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 1 


give. 
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give her Royal Highneſs, to taſte the Sweetneſs of 
his Word, and feel the Power of his Grace! 

I as8vxE You, my Lady, I have not the leaſt 
Averſion to print any Production of mine, in caſe 
better Judges ſhould think it might tend to maintain 


che Honour of the Bible, or endear that ineſtimable 

Book to Mankind. How unfeignedly ſhould I re- 
joice, if I might be an Inſtrument of glorifying, in 

any Capacity or in any Degree, that amiable Re- 


deemer; who, for my ſake, was deſpiſed and rejected 
of Aen. — All I fear, is, leſt acute but irreligious 


Minds, ſhould diſcover ſome weak Sentiment; ſhould 
find ſome Flaw in the Argument; and take Occa- 


ſion to wound the Redeemer, and vilify his Truths, 
through my Inadvertence.—Be ſo good, .my Lady, 
as to. make (if your Ladyſhip thinks proper) my 
very reſpectful Compliments acceptable to Dr. Hales, 
and inform Him of my Suſpicions. If He would 
pleaſe to reviſe the little Eſſay, with a particular 
View to theſe Apprehenſions; and ſhould think the 
Remarks will ſtand the Teſt of a rigorous Examina- 
tion (for ſuch they muſt expect) my Scruples would 
be very much abated. —T believe, I durſt undertake 
to vindicate all the Obſervations, that are of a cri- 
tical Nature with regard to the original Language, 
or of an hiſtoric. Nature with regard to Fact. — 
Whether I offend againſt the Rules of polite and 
genteel Demeanour, your Ladyſhip is the beſt 
Judge. — There ſhould have been References to 
Texts of Scripture, either quoted or alluded to.— 
| ; If 
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If your Ladyſhip, or the Dr. ſhould perſiſt in your 
Opinion, I wiſh You would be ſo good as to get 


the Paper tranſcribed (no Matter how cloſe it is 
written) and tranſmitted to me in a Frank. For I 


have no Copy of it, only ſome in- coherent Minutes 
in Short-Hand.— May that ever- bleſſed Being, wha 
looks forward into the remoteſt Futurity, and diſs 


cerns the Conſequences of every Step We offer to 


take; may HE direct Us in this and all our Pur- 
poſes! Guide Us by his Grace, and receive Us into 
his Glory | For his Wiſdom is e and his 
Goodneſs is infinite, 

I 'KNow not what the LORD will do with me, 
or how I ſhall proceed. My Strength is ſo worn 
- down, and my. Conſtitution ſo irreparably deeayed, 
that it will be abſolutely-impoſlible for me to diſcharge 
my miniſterial Duty. And Ithink it will be equally 
impoſſible for me to forget your Ladyſhip in my beſt 
Moments, or to be inſenſible of . en 
Kindneſs. 

4 3 oh" a a BG 
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I A M- indebted to your Ladyſhip for the F avour, 
which Wednefday's Poſt brought to my Hands. 
J hope, your Ladyſhip will, by honouring me, ſome- 
times, with a Line, make me ſtill more and more 
your Debtor. For, though I dread the Thought of 
contracting other Debts, I ſhall find a peculiar 
Pleaſure in running deep on this Score. 
My Chaplain-ſhip is an Honour, which I neither 
* FA nor ſollizited. The whole Affair was tranſ- 
acted without my Knowlege, by Means of my dear 
Friend Mr. Whitefield. Who, in ſome Degree 
like his divine Maſter, is more ready to give, than 
others are to aſk his kind Aſfiſtanee. Had I made 
Application for myſelf, your Ladyſhip would have 
been the firſt Perſon in the World, to whom I ſhould 
chuſe to be obliged for procuring me ſuch a Privi- 
lege; and I am ſure, there is no One, from whon 
I could have greater Reaſon to hope for Succeſs in 
ſuch a Requeſt.—I am ſorry to incur, on any Ac- 
count, your Ladyſhip's Diſpleaſure. Yet, in this 
Caſe, it pleaſes me to obſerve, that even your An- 
ger is amiable; and I can read the Benevolence of 
the Heart in the Frowns of the Face. 
I am glad to hear, that ſuch eminent and able 
Geniuſes are determined to employ their Talents in 
ſo noble a Cauſe, as the Honour of the moſt High 
GOD. But can there be, my Lady, ſuch a Crea- 
| ture 
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ture as an, Atheiſt in the World!? There may be 
Pretenders to Atheiſm. But 1 verily believe, they 
are ſelf- convicted and elf. condemned by the Ver- 
dict of their on Breaſts. However,, J ſhall be very 
much pleaſed to ſee the Scheme, which theſe Gentle- 
men propoſe to execute. That I may have the Sa- 
tis faction to accompany it with my Prayers, and 
may wiſh them good Luck-in the Name of the LORD. 

Wæxꝝs rox, my Lady, is near Northampton. 
About two Miles from the Town. Pleaſantly fi- 
tuate; on an agreeable Eminence; on the right 
Side of the River; and at a proper Diſtance from 
the Meadow. My Houſe is quite retired... Tt faces 

the Garden and the Field. So that We hear none 
of the tumultuous Din of the World, and ſee no- 
thing but the wonderful and charming Works of 
the Creator. Ol that I may be enabled to im- 
prove this advantageous Solitude? Though ſecluded 
from the gay and the buſy. Scenes of Life, may I 
ever be preſent. with that divine Being, who has 
Heaven for his Throne, and the Earth for his Foot- 
ſtool. Whoſe Mercy-in CHRIST JE SUS, is 
like his Majeſty, exceeding great and infinite. Wno 
is therefore highly to be admired, and * to be 
loved, as well as deeply to be revered. 

I DID, on the Day your ar mentions, 
aſcend the Pulpit ; and ſpeak, for the Space of half 
an Hour, to my People. But with ſo much Weak- 
neſs — O tis well that the eternal GOb does 
not want 5 of n or Delicacy of Elo- 

H | cution; 
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= cution : but can do his Work, his great Work of . 

converting Souls, by the weakeſt, meaneſt Inſtru- 

ments. If it was not ſo, indeed my Lady 1 muſt 
abſolutely deſpair of being e in naß g 


or ſerviceable in my Office. 

© IT oyentD my Commiſſion to my new Pariſhion- 
- ers, from thoſe Words of the bleſſed and only Po- 
tentate; Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. Shew- 


ed them—What the Goſpel means, and what Bleſſ- 
ings it comprehends—By whom theſe Bleflings were 


purchaſed, and to whom they are offered—Exhort- 
ed them ſeverally to ſecure to themſelves a Share in 


theſe unſpeakable Bleſſings —And gave them to un- 5 
derftand, that the End of my Preaching amongſt _ 
them, the Deſign of my Converſation with them, 


and the principal Aim of my whole Life would be, 


to bring them acquainted with this delightful Doc- 


trine, and aſſiſt them in obtaining this great Salva- 


tion. —I bleſs GOD for making my poor Diſcourſe 7 


acceptable to my Hearers; and now I muſt be- 
ſeech that bountiful Giver of all Good, to make it 


beneficial to their Souls. While I am exerciſing 
myſelf in this pleaſing Employ, the trueſt Method 


of expreſſing my paſtoral Affection; I hope, I ſhall 
not forget the Duty of Gratitude, which will always 


de owing to your Ladyſhip, by 


Weſton, | 25 Vour Ladyſhip' s moſt obedient 
June 13, 15%. and moſt 1 Servant. | 
L E T- 
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A Anker. 60. d e ihe Bude hd th 
obliging, is acknowleged as a double Fa- 


vour. May your Ladyſhip find a gracious GOD 


equally ready to hear, and equally willing to fulfil, 


every Requeſt of your Lips, and all the Deſire of 


your Heart —Egualiy did I ſay? He is inconceiva- 
bly more bountiful than the moſt generous and be- 


nevolent among the Children of Men. What is 


the Language of his tranſcendent Goodneſs in 


| CHRIST, and how runs his faithful Promiſe to 


his People? It ſhall come to paſs, that before they call, 
I will anſwer ; and while they are yet ſpeaking, I will 
hear. What a ſweet Encouragement is this, to 
make frequent Application to his divine Majeſty? _ 
Tux Biſhop of N——h, I have been told, is a 
very fine Scholar, and a very polite Gentleman. May 
He crown his other Accompliſhments, by acting 


the Part of a very zealous Chriſtian. I am glad to 


hear, that He has joined the noble Aſſociation, 


' which is determined to make a public Stand, againſt 
the Over-flowings of Infidelity and Vice. — "Tis 


written in the Scriptures of Truth; Inden the Ene- 


my cometh in like a Flood, the Spirit of the LORD 


Hall lift up a Standard againſt Him. Who knows, 


but, partly by the Productions of theſe maſterly 
H 2 | "Wb Pens, | 
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7 Pens, and 48 by the Labours of the ELD? Me- 


thodiſts, this Prophecy may be, in ſome Meaſure, 
fulfilled ? — May I aik your Ladyſhip, Whether the 
Performance is to conſiſt of detached Papers, like 


the Spectators? Or to be comprized in a large 


Treatiſe ? Whether it is to come abroad in periodi- 
cal Effays? Orto make its Appearance all at once? 
Whether their Deſign i is to be kept as a Secret, or 
whether it may be communicated in Converſation to 
Others ?—T hope, the GOD of Heaven has ſtirred 


up the Minds of theſe eminent Perfons, and will 


accompany with his Favour the Work they under- 
take, For, with regard to that almighty Being, 
the Words of Balak are as true, as in their original 
Application of them they were falſe : I wot (rather, 

I am afſured) that He whom Thou bleſſe ft, rs ble ed; 


and He whom Thou curſe}t, is curſed. 


WHENEVER You pleaſe to give me a Sight of 
thoſe manuſcript Papers, your Ladyſhip will be fo 


good as to ſend them to Miles's Lane, my Brother 


will tranſmit them to Weſton. As ſoon as I have 
reviſed them; added the proper marginal References; 
and perhaps corrected ſome In- accuracies; they ſhall 
be returned, and wholly reſigned to your Ladyſhip's 
Diſpoſal. TI ſhall only beſeech the great Head of 


the Church, who ſees into the remoteſt Futurity, 


and diſcerns the Conſequences of every Undertaking, 
to dire& your Ladyſhip in all your Determinations. 
War a Privilege is it, my Lady, that We have 
Leave, nay, have a Command, to addreſs Ourſelves 

| 5 | : to 
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to an all-wiſe and all-powerful Friend, in every 
Doubt and in every Difficulty, Be careful (beanxious 
and perplexed) for nothing : but in every Thing by 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, let your 
Regqus/ts be made known unto GOD, This is the 
divine Direction. What follows, is he divine Pro- 
miſe. 3 batfi-ever Ye ſhall af. the Father in oY. 
Name, He will give it You. Aſt, and Ye ſhall receives 
that your Foy may be full. O! that We may be ena- 
bled.to obey this Direction, and belieye this Promiſe! 
—Your Ladyſhip remembers, how. the Congrega- 
tion, of Iſrael, were left to a miſtaken Courſe, by ne- 
glecting this ſacred Method of Information. Nor 
can You forget, how David, in a very difficult and ; 
dangerous Conjuncture, was Jed in the right Way, 
by ſeeking, this heavenly Guidance, —l heartily wiſh, 
that your, Ladyſhip may have the Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication from the living GOD. May, 
Here, be guided by his Counſel; and, Here-after 
be received into his Glory. - 

A RICHER: Blefling I Sold not mention, though 
I ſhould continue writing, till my Paper was filled, 
and your Lady ſhip” 8 Patience tired. This therefore 
is the proper Time and Place, for . the 5 
Honour of ſubſcribing myſelf, . 


| Wellon, _ Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged 
June 20, 175%. and moſt dutiful Servant. 
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Mr. Lavy, 


A * was fitting down to the E Employ 


of paying my Duty to your Ladyſhip, Com- 
pany came in to talk with me, on an Affair which 
could neither be neglected, nor poſtponed. To 
this it is owing, that your Ladyſhip did not receive 
my grateful Acknowlegements by the laſt Poſt.— 


The Affair is this. Adviſed by my Friends, i impor- 


tuned by my Relations, and ſwayed by a Concern 
for the Circumſtances of a Mother and Siſter who 
live with me, I have been prevailed on to take a 
ſecond Benefice. This obliges me to ſet out for | 
Cambridge without Delay, in order to be created 


Maſter of Arts, From thence J proceed to London, 


to get a Diſpenſation from the Arch-Biſbop, and the 
Seals from the Lord Chancellour. On Wedneſday 
Night I hope to be in Town; and if I can get my 
Buſineſs diſpatched, by Saturday or Monday at the 
fartheſt, I may return ſoon'enough to meet our Dio- 


ceſan on his Viſitation at Northampton ; receive In- 
ſtitution there; and fave myſelf the Fatigue and 


Expence of a Journey to Peterborougb. This 
Scheme, if practicable, will demand ſo much of my 
Time, that, I fear, it will be impoſſible for me to 


wait upon your Ladyſhip at Twickenham. Which 


if I could do, it would help to alleviate the Diffi- 


culties, and reconcile 1 me to the Toil of travelling. 
* I WAS 
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I was honoured with your Ladyſhip s Letter juſt 


ls I returned from viſiting my People at Collingtree - 


the Pariſh which J ſerved, when I lived with my 
Father, and of which I am going to be Rector. It 
would have pleaſed your Ladyſhip, to have obſerved, 
| how glad the honeſt Folks were, to ſee, their old 
Curate. And why were they glad? For no other 
Reaſon, that I can conceive, but becauſe I uſed to 
converſe with them in private, juſt as I ſpoke to 
them from the Pulpit ; and endeavoured, at every 
Interview, to ſet forward their eternal Salvation. 
This, 1, find, is the grand Secret, to win the Af- 
fections of a Flock. And in this, as in every other 
Part of true Chriſtianity, our Intereſt and our Duty 
are connected. When We are bidden to obey the 
bleſſed JESUS, We are bidden to take the moſt 
effectual Way, of being happy in Ourſelves, and 
acceptable to Others. O / how amiable are thy Courts, 


thou LORD of Hoſts ! ſaid the Pſalmiſt. And may 


not We, with equal Truth, reply? Q! how amiable 
are thy Precepts, Thou LORD Redeemer ! May they 
be written on your Ladyſhip's Memory, by frequent 
Recollection; and engraven on Nur Heart, * the 
Spirit of the living GOD! | | 

HERE I intended to have forborn, Ke jy to 1 
your Ladyſhip's Attention no longer. But a freſh 
Favour demands my Thanks.—No, my Lady; I 
did not laugh at the Contents of your laſt, (as your 
Ladyſhip is pleaſed to ſpeak) but was delighted viith 
your C ondeſcention and Compaſſion. Lour Lady- 
. + . tip 
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5 knows, who it is that has ſaid, Condeſcend to 
Men of low Eflate : and who it is, of whom it was 
ſaid, We have not an High-Prieft that cannot” be 
touched with a Feeling of our Infirmities. And, 
grateful as I am for your Favours, zealous as 
Jam for your Happineſs, I cannot wiſh your 
Ladyſhip a greater Bleſſing, than to be found 
obedient to that DireAion; and enacts to that 
A ; | wg a 
I aws read your. Ladyſbip- s Letters again 
and again, before I obey the Orders You formerly 
gave. But having once peruſed the firſt Part of your 
laſt, I dare not venture to look upon it any more. 
Your Ladyſhip will gueſs the Reaſon, when I afture 
You, that as the Magazine of Gun-Powder is to a 
Spark, ſuch, ſuch is my depraved Soul to the leaſt 
Whiſper of Applauſe. It cannot bear Praiſe.  Elate- | 
ment enſues. O! that it may drive me to 
CHRIST. See there, vain, conceited Wretch— 
ſee, how loathſome thy Guilt is, how ruined thy 
State was; ſince nothing leſs than the Blood of the 
Son of GOD could cleanſe T hee, nothing but his 
Death could recover Thee. See this, and bluſh, 
and be confounded, even whilſt Thou art reſtored. 
II Your Ladyſhip pleafes to tranſmit thoſe Papers 
to my Prother's in a few Days, the Author will 
take Care of them, and convey them ſafely to the 
Rector of Y/:/ton. Who, in both Capacities, and 


* 


LADY FraAvers SuIAI EY. 103 
Joy and Peace in the LORD JESUS 3 _—_— 


\ 


Leave to profeſs Himſelf, boo Tu 6> 
Weſton, | "Fn SO s moſt obliged.” 
July 3, 1752 e ae n Servant, 


NO W, my Lady, I have put your Kindneſs, 
your Generoſity, and forgiving Graces to the 
Trial. Vou imagined, I was in Town; had re- 
ceived your Letter; and yet neither waited on Vou 
in Perſon, nor made any Excuſe by my Pen. Which 
if I had done; I muſt have owned myſelf in- excuſa- 
| ble.— But, at Cambridge, I was informed by a Gen- 
tleman of the ſpiritual Court, that I had not provided 
myſelf with all the Pre- requiſites for taking a ſecond 
Living. Which obliged me to alter my Meaſures; 
and, inſtead of proceeding from the Univerſity to 
London, to return Home. I now propoſe Wen out 
for the Metropolis on Monday or Tueſday. 
_ THnavs juſt received the Manuſcript Papers, nl 
the Favour of your Ladyſhip' s Letter. — Glad I am, 
very glad, that my Remarks have the continued 
Approbation of thoſe excellent Judges.; and ſhall, 
with the utmoſt Alacrity, venture them abroad in 
the World. Hoping, they may be a Means of ſub- 
ſerving, in ſome low Degree, that grand Deſigna- 
| | tion 


o Er ST vo; 
tion of almighty Majeſty, mentioned by the Pſalm- 
it; Thou ho magnified * WORD above all nd | 
Mu: anidjrhg | 
ILrTAIxE, your Ladyſhip! J Digeſtion: 'y was very 7} 
: juſt and weighty. I fancy, it would be moſt, ad. 
voiſeable to ſend the little Piece abroad under my own 
Name. As the Acceptance (without Vanity I would 
ſpeak it) vrhich my other Eſſays have found from the 
Public, may promote the Spread of this. And—1 
will conceal nothing from your Ladyſhip — J appre- 
Bend, my Bookſeller would give me ſomething for 
the Copy. Which, at this Juncture, would ſcarcely 
be conſiſtent: with Prudence to neglect. The Ex- 
pence of taking two Livings is very great. It will 
coſt me, I am told, ſix- ſcore Pounds. And though, 35 | 
I believe, I have Money enough in Bank, produced ] 
by ſelling the Property of my Meditations ; yet, ſuch | 
a Succour would be welcome and ſerviceable. 
- WALL your Ladyſhip lend your Name, either at 
full Length, or in initial Letters, to dignify and re- 
'commend the Performance ? I humbly ſubmit this 
Propoſal to your Ladyſhip's Determination: and 
ſhall be obliged, if You allow 1 it ;-ſhall acquicſce, 
if You reject it. 

J am juſt returned from a Viſit at Northampton. 
Where I ſpent an agreeable (O ! that it may prove 
an edifying) Afternoon, in Company with a Phy- 
fician, a Clergyman, and a Poet. Part of our Diſ- 
courſe turned upon that noble, that very important, 
and Ka comfortable Prophecy, which your La-. | 

duyſhip 5 
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LADY FRAnces Surnizy, 107 
dyſhip probably has treaſured up in your Memory, 

or elſe may read in Dan. ix. 24. Among other 
Particulars We enquired; Why the Righteouſneſs of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST: is called an 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs 2 — Becauſe of its Imputa- 

tion; which commenced from the Beginning, and 
will be continued to the End of the World. By 
this All the Saints, in every Age, and under every 
Diſpenſation of Religion, were juſtified. To this 
Adam, the firſt Penitent, owed: his Reconciliation; 
and to this the very laſt Believer of Alam's Race, 
will be indebted for his Acceptance with GOD;— 
Becauſe of its Effeacy ; which laſts in every Cir- 

cumſtance of Need, in every Hour of Trial: laſts 

through our whole Life, and will laſt even beyond 

our Death. Thoſe happy Beings, who are defi. 
vered from Fleſh, and entered into Reft, enjoy the 
| Benefits of this Righteouſneſs,” When the Reſur- 
rection takes Place, and their bleſſed Souls are re- 
united to their glorified Bodies, they will enjoy the 
Benefits of this Righteouſneſs far more copiouſly. 
And will {till be reaping the Fruits of this Righte- 
ouſneſs, through all the numberleſs | and un-mea- 
ſurable Ages of Eternity. „„ YO SIO Yn 
Max that infinitely condeſcending ad gracious 


Redeemer, who was pleaſed to work it out, in his 


own ſacred Perſon ;—who has revealed and offered 

it in his glorious Goſpel ;—vouchſafe to BRING Ir. 

| = apply | it to your Ladyſhip' 8 Soul 1 5 a lively 
5 9 
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Faith, and ſeal it to your Conſcience by the Wi- 
5 neſs of his Spirit. | : 


I BEGAN this Letter, 2 an N of Win 


very ſhort, and was thinking to make an Excuſe 
for my Brevity. But I find, there is more Occa- 


fion to apologize for my Prolixity. A Fault, which 


| I know nat how to forbear, when I have the P n,; 


ſure of writing to your Ladyſhip. As the beſt Apo- 


logy for this Fault is to add no more; I ſhall only 


deſire, that your Ladyſhip will give me Leave to 


inform You, when I am arrived in Town; and if 
I could, by any Means, be favoured with a few 
Minutes of your Ladyſhip's Converſation, it would 


be a ſingular Satisfaction to 
Weſton, Four Ladyſhip's molt obliged, 
July 27, 1752. 


5 | | 


„ RG Ad 


My Lavpr, | 
HE World is all Diſappointment. Either our 


moſt favourite Schemes are defeated : or, if | 


they ſucceed, fruſtrate our Expectations. Of the 
former I had lately a Proof; the latter has been the 


Experience of my whole Life. Amidſt ſuch Un- 


certainty and Emptineſs in created Things, what a 
Happineſs it is, to have 2 divine and all- ſufficient 
Redeemer ! 


and moſt dutiful Servant, 


Lady FRANCES SHIRLEY, 109 


| Redeemer ! He is a ſure F oundation for Repoſe. 
He is an in-exhauſtible Spring of Conſolation. In 
HIM there is Merit, and Goodneſs, and Power 
enough, to make our Cup run over with an exceed- 
ing Abundance of Peace and Joy to all Eternity. 
Does not your Ladyſhip therefore often ſay, with 
Delight and Gratitude, Bleſſed be 60 for "IS. 
SUS CHRIST? e 1 

I Ray taken my Place in the Zan er but 
a Circumſtance intervened, which prevented my 
Journey. The Parcel which You ſent to my Bro- 
ther's, is come ſafe; and ſhall ſoon be returned to 
your Ladyſhip ; either from the Preſs, or in Manu- 
ſcript, which-ever You pleaſe to order. If your 

 Ladyſhip determines for the former, I hope, You 
will be fo good, as to favour me with an Anſwer to 
my laſt: that I may know your Reſolution, with 
regard to the Honour requeſted ; and your Senti- 
ments, with regard to the Manner of Publication. 

I now make Amends for my uſual Prolixity; and 
detain your Ladyſhip no longer, than to wiſh You 
a full Enjoyment of the unſearchable Richey of 

CHRIST, and to profeſs myſelf 


| Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt 05 
July 19, 1752. and dutiful 50 
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My Lav, 185 


HA E been Wein in my Mind the Subject 
of your Ladyſhip's Diſcourſe. I think, at the 
Gb of the Converſation, You permitted me to 
act as I judged moſt expedient. —Am I miſtaken, 


or did You allow me this Liberty ?—If my Memory 
makes a true Report, I muſt not diſſemble in my 


Opinion, no, not to gratify your Ladyſhip's Incli- 


nation. Though I know what You would prefer; 


yet, I cannot think it preferable, with regard to my 
little Efſay.—l am perſuaded, your Ladyſhip's Name 
would dignify the Piece, and give it an Air of Im- 


portance. Your Name would certainly recommend 
it to Multitudes ; and confiderably promote both its 


Acceptance and its Sale. Many would purchaſe it 
purely. on that Account ; as I myſelf did, when the 
Pamphlet entitled 7/7 orld; 5 Compliances was advertiſed 


in the public Papers. 


I canxoT but wiſh, your Ladydhip. would, in 
this public Manner, countenance ſuch Attempts for 


of acknowleging Him in a degenerate Age, that 
denies even the LORD who bought them? Eſpe- 


cially, ſince for our Sake He deſpiſed the Shame, 


and 


ff 


promoting the Glory of GOD. It ſeems to be one | 
Kind of CE our divine Maſter before Men : 
and who would not take every proper Opportunity 


LAY FRANCES SHIRLEY. 1 


; an endured the Torment of the Croſs: ſince He is 
now ſet down at the right Hand of GOD, and 


thoſe who honour Him in Time, He will honour . . 


before the __ of TIN and through Wigs 
of Eternity. | 
 SoME, Egg are apt to lacpect, chat Nane 1 
taſteleſs Pedants, the dull Priſoners of a Study, have 
any Regard for ſuch religious Stuff. Who, perhaps, 
might have a better Opinion of ſacred Things, if 
they found them reliſhed and patronized by Perſons, 
qualified to grace a Court with their Preſence: who 

are at once the moſt undoubted Judges, and the 
moſt admired Patterns, of all that is elegant and 
refined. 

I NEED not remind your Ladyſhip, what an Ho- 
nour it would reflect upon my Character, and how 
much it would raiſe my Eſteem in the World, if I 
was known to be in the Number of your Ladyſhip's 
Correſpondents. | But, were not the other Confide- 
rations far more weighty, this Diſtinction, how- 
ever valued, however: coveted, e be TEAGYY: re- 


ſigned by _ 
Tottenham, Ma Ladyhi' 


July 24, 1752, a dutiful Servant. | 
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My Lanv, . | 


* O what it was owing 11 cannot ſay, but 1 re- 
ceived not your Ladyſhip s Favour till Tueſ- 


day Night; and very early on Wedneſday Morn- 


ing, I ſet out for Northampton, in a new Machine 
called The Berlin. Which holds four Paſſengers ; 
is drawn by a Pair of Horſes; and driven in the 


Manner of a Poſt-Chaiſe.— On this Side Newport, 
We came up with a Stage-Coach, and made an 
Attempt to paſs it. This the Coach-Man per- 


ceiving, mended his Pace: which provoked the 
Driver of the Berlin to do the fame, Till they 
both laſhed their Horſes into a full Career; and 


were more like running a Race, than conveying 


Paſſengers. We very narrowly eſcaped falling foul 


on each other's Wheels. I called out to the Fel- 
lows, but to no Purpoſe. *Tis poſſible, amidſt the 
Rattle and Hurry, they did not hear: tis certain, 


they did not regard. Within the Space of a Mi- 


nute or two, what I apprehended happened. My 


Vehicle was over-turned, and thrown with great 
Violence on the Ground. The Coachman was 
toſſed off his Box, and lay bleeding in the Road. — 


There was only one Perſon in the Coach, and none 
but myſelf in the Berlin: yet neither of Us (ſo ſin- 


cular was the Goodneſs, ſo tender the Care of di- 


vine Providence 1) ſuſtained any conſiderable Hurt. 
6 I re- 


; 


LD Francis Sign wie; ng 


I received only a light Bruiſe, and had the Skin 
raſed from my Leg, where I might tov reaſonably 
have feared the Misfortune of bear W _ 
eated Limbs, or a fractured Scull. | | 
Ap have 1 not my Lady, lakes 1 e 
Reaſon to adopt the Pfalmiſt's dohnowlegement ? 
Thos haſt delivered ny Life \from Deaths mu Eyes 
from Tears, and my Feet from falling. Have I nat 
abundant Reaſon,” to make his grateful. nguiry? 
What ſhall J render unto the LORD for all his He- 
neſits towards me ?— And ought I not to add his holy | 
Reſolution? I will walk before the LORD in the 
Land of the Living. $0 long as this Life exiſts, 
which has been ſo wonderfully and mercifully pre- 
ſerved, it ſhall be devoted to the Honour of my 
great Deliverer. I hope to ſpend it all, under a 


| Teverential Senſe of his divine Preſence, and in a 


dutiful Regard to his heavenly Will. May I be 
enabled thus to think, and thus to at) And may 
the ſame good Hand, which has reſcued me out of 
Danger, keep your Ladyſhip from it: keep You 
from every Evil, and guide You ſafely to the King- 

dom of Glory! 
Wr regard to the Subject of your Ladyſhip's 
Letter, I acquieſce, I beg Pardon for my Impor- 
tunity, and ſhall mention the Affair no more. And 
though I can hardly, in this Particular, ſubmit my 
Judgment to your Opinion, I entirely reſign my 
Deſires to your Ladyſhip's Inclination.—If the lit- 
fir Piece is publiſhed, it ſhall be content to want 
5 iV 


" "ain LETTERS TO. 


the cinen of your Ladyſhip s Name. But 1 
hope, it will not be without the Aid of your Lady- 
ſhip's Prayers: that the Honour of GOD 's vener- 
able and ineſtimable Word may, in ſome Degree, 
be advanced, by thoſe Thoughts, which were whol- 
1y owing to your Command. I am ſure, when 1 
conſider the Poverty of my own Genius, and ob- ; 
ſerve the rich and bright Productions | of other 
Minds, I can fee nothing, whereon to ground any 
Hope of Succeſs, but only the Bleſſing of an om 


| -nipotent and gracious GO D. Who, for the Glory 


of his own ſupreme Power and free Grace, is pleaſed 
out of the Mouth of very Babes and OY to 
perfect Praiſe. | 
I Bt Leave to ohhh with my very beſt 
Thanks, for that condefcending Kindneſs which 
You lately ſhewed, and for that un-ſollicited Gene- 
__ which You lately offered, to | 


3 My Lady, | 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's much obliged, 
Aug. 2, 1752 and, I hope, ever grateful Servant, 


LE Ty 


Lavy Frances Smrm ny. el 
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 HUMBLY gt ag, for your, yery, obliging 
Inquiry after my Health., Bleſſed be the Pre- 
ſerver of Man, I ſuffer no bad. Effects from the late 
Danger I was in. What was torn by my Fall, i; 
| healed; and what was bruiſed, I feel no more, 
Stxck that Deliverance, I have been at Paterba- 
Sy the City where: our Biſhop reſides in order 
to receive Inſtitution to my other Living? On 
Sunday I gave my new Charge my firſt .Sermox 

O!] that GOD. may, give both it, and them, his 
| heavenly Benediction Ihe Text was taken from 
that noble Declaration of the Apoſtle; in which He 
adores his G OD, and congratulates Himſelf, upon 
the unſpeakable Priviledge of being a: Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. - To me, 1who am leſs thin the ea of all 
Saints, is this Grace giuen, that'T ſhauld preach among 
the. Gentiles the er e Riche. of CHR AF 
* ini. 8. % ee 37 e, n I 
/ SEE, my Lok e ir Humility of dis fle 
UE ea Preacher. GO Drhad ennobled Him with 
Gifts, and enriched Him with Graces, above his 
Fellows. Yet He reckons Himſelf, not merely a 
Saint of the meaner Rank; no, nor the leaſt in 
the holy Claſs; but 1% than the kaſi among them 
all. It was with Him, as it is with ſome: flouriſh- 
ing and Rately Tree. The higher it lifts its, Head 
12 in 
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| Anbther 


0 L E Ter ERS o 
in the Air, the m it rien its Root in che 


Soil. HV ARE. HEE 
Tk wnſearchable Right of CHRI 825 I 8 


your Ladyſhip will every Day be more acquainted 
With, and have à larger Participation of. May Yau | 


hive them; and -tzs our gracious Maſter ſpeaks on 


Here let Us be covetous. Covetouſneſs of theſe Trea- 


| ſures; no ſbrdid or igrioble Paſſion; but a generous 


ulld heavenly Diſpoſition. Bet Us ehe ou Moth, 


Pom prepirifig my ſittle Piees \ for the: Preſs. 
3» ſhaff, if the LORD pleaſe, ſoon come agg 


It has beers wpen the Anvil: n ſecond Fime; is 


ſome whit Atered, and ſomewhat enlarged. O that 
it may, whenever it appears, be a poliſhed Shaft in 
itte gien TMMANUED's Nuiver I humbly 


beg ef che worthy Doctof) whoni T long have ho! 
ndured, and long have loved, that He will recom 


wiend betk the Pefforfmanee arid te Author to the 
Bleflitg of the meſt High & OD; And if GOD 
Pleſſes, 'whe ſhall blaſt? I 2 Be hoer Us, why 
pull de , IU? HE has faid, Who is able te 
enn * N has ſaid to t his Servants, 


and 


aten) Have them niere "abundantly 7. 


. 


pen Gur Pxſires wide, and the infinitely bnevolent 
s Us, iH when ate hid all Riches 6f Merit and 
Righteou zuſndſs, 6 Grace and Glory, will fill them. 
Hill hem they are the Words of his own pale 
225 n be Pings of D p. 
MN late Journey: atld muck Buſineſs. ine "mw 
groſſed too müch ef my Time ; and (diverted: _— 


Lanv-Feapges' SER H. 189, 


. [Thoſe that engage in his facred, Cauſe, Every 
Tongue that _ 2 a Thee i Talent, 
ſhalt condemn. - "$2442 en 90 03 21 
As your Ladyſhip Jow, not think proper 1 to allow- 

me the Honour of your Name, ſhould. You Anke 
ſome ſuch Preface as the following i—The Readers , 
will ſee, from the Date of the, enſuing Letter, that. 
it was written a conſiderable. T ime: ago. From, 
this Circumſtance, He will probably i imagine, tnat 

it was nat intended for ae And in this 


29 
4 g 
—* \ * 


is owing to the bongurable Perfonage, whale Name, 
though it would grace and recommend his Perform 
ance, the Author is not allowed to mention. Her. 
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Ladyſhip's Command,, which would admit of no 
Excuſe, drew the Remarks from his Pen; and her 
Deſire, which with Him will always have the Force 
of a Command, has brought them to the Preſs.— 
It will give Him the greateſt Pleaſure, if, while He 
is paying the Debt of Obedience and Gratitude to a 
noble Rriend, He may ſupport the DighityTof the 
divine Word; may raiſe its Eſteem, and promote 
its Study, among Men, Becauſe then, Hel is aſ- 
ſured, He ſhall alſo promote tlie beſt Intereſts of his. 
Fellow-Creatures, and ſubſerve that grand Deſig- | 
nation of the almighty Majeſty, expreſſed by the: | 
Pſalmiſt, Thau hg magnified; thy W 09RD, abpve all 
thy Name. Pſal. cxxxviii, 2. Be fo; good as:t0 fa- 
Your me deer rd Opinion of 10 ee bert 
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1 roxcor to addreſs your Ladyſhip in the polite 


Style. My Letters, I am told, eſpecially that which 
is to be made public, muſt be introduced by the 


Title Madam. That it is aukward and ungenteel 


to uſe the Phraſe, my Lady. Why would not Vou, 


Madam, who know theſe Points ſo well, tell me of 
my Fault? Tell me of my Ruſticity? And let me 
receive ſome Poliſhing, as I receive much Pleaſure, 


by correſponding with your Ladyſhip? Yet, how-' 


ever uncouth my Manner may have been, I beg 


Leave to aſſure Vou, my Heart is ſincerely grate- 
ful: filled with the moſt ardent Wiſhes for your 


everlaſting Happineſs, and with the warmeſt De- 


fires to approve myſelf i in every Inſtance, 


Weſton, Your Ladyfhip' s moſt obedient 
e Ss dutiful Servant, 


th 


oP r ER XXXIX, 


— Db, 


* 0 UR laſt Favour has been in my Poſſeſſion 
almoſt a Week. I ſhould have made my Ac- 
knowlegements ſooner, but I apprehended, from a 


Hint in your Letter, that your Ladyſhip would be 


from Home. This, 1 hope, will find You ſafely re- | 
turned, and thankful to that all-condeſcending, that 
ever-gracious Preſerver of Men, who blefſes our Go- 
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ing out and our Coming in. ON: may We alſo be en- 
abled, from our inmoſt Soul, to bleſs his "Y — a 
from this Time forth for euermore n I 8 


I am much obliged to your Ladyſhip r your , 
benevolent Prayers, in behalf of the weakeſt of 


CHRIS T's Miniſters. May they go up with Ac- 
ceptance through the Blood of the Lamb, and re- 
turn with an abundant Tnereaſe into your own 5 
Boſom !. 8 9 
I nave received no F ranks from Lord Nn; 
and there is no Member of Parliament in this 
Neighbourhood, that J either am acquainted with, 
or can make Application to. For which Reaſon, 
if your Ladyſhip could furniſh me with a fe, they 
would be peculiarly welcome. Eſpecially as IJ have 
already begun to tranſmit the Copy of my intended 
Pamphlet to London. Two Sheets, cloſely writ- 
ten, are already gone; and I have, at leaſt, four 
others to go. Upon reviewing my Remarks, and 
comparing them with his Lordſhip's Letters, 1 
thought it neceſſary to animadvert upon ſome other 
Particulars. Which have conſiderably augmented 
the Size, O] may they alſo encreaſe the PERO 
of the Piece! A 
Too leave out the Word Ladyſhip 3 in the little Pre- 
face, I think, will not anſwer the End, You are 
pleaſed to propoſe. Becauſe, the Title occurs more 
than once or twice in the Courſe of the Letter. I | 
hope, therefore your Ladyſhip will not be diſpleaſed, 
if J take Leaye to retain it.—I think, to entitle it 
4 © 4 =” 
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in the following Manner“ Remarks on Lord Box 
% lingbroke's Letters on the study and Uſe of Hiſ- 
« tory; ſo far as they relate to the Hiſtory of the 
« Old Teſtament; and eſpecially to the Caſe of 
« Noah, denouncing a Curſe upon Canaan. In a 
Letter to a Lady of Quality.” I muſt now en- 
deayour to imitate the Plalmiſt, and make my hum- 
ble Petition to Almighty G OD in his very appoſite 
Words; Proſper the Work of our Hands upon Us, 
_ O! proſper Thou our Handy-Work He can make 
tit, weak and mean as it is, a poliſhed Arrow in his 
Quiver, To his omnipotent Blefling I deſire to 
commit the little Adventurer; and would depend 
wholly upon his Providence to give it Favour and 
Acceptance; to bring it into ſuch Hands, and grant 
it Acceſs to ſuch Hearts, as He knows to be moſt. 
_ expedient. And let me congratulate your Lady- 
ſhip and myſelf, that We have fo infinitely good, 
ſo un-erringly wiſe a GOD, to fly to, rely on, 
and, rejoice in. May We walk with Him; wait 
on Him continually; and know by ſweet, Soul- 
reviving, Soul-exalting Experience what that mean- 
eth, Our Fellowſhip is with the Father and with his 
Sen CHRIST FESUS /—That You may be a 
daily Proficient in this Knowlege, and an unſpeak- 
able everlaſting Gainer by this gener is any 


n be the 288 850 Prayer of, 
| | Madam, 
: — | ' Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged - 
Avg. 29, 17529 5 and moſt obedient Servant. 
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RECEIVED the FEE ES eee and 
1 the Favour of your Franks, by the laſt Poſt; 
vin very ſincerely thank your. Ladyſhip for the Sup- 
ply. I cannot omit the very firſt Opportunity of 
making this Acknowlegement. Eſpecially, becauſe 
I perceive, You have condeſcended to make à Re- 
_ queſt in my Behalf; and have thereby (which to a 
_ generous and noble Spirit muſt be ſomewhat” grat- 
ing) put it into the Power of Another to affront” 
You by a Refuſal: and a Refuſal ſo much the more 
| ungenteel and diſ-obliging, as the Thing aſked We 
ſo ſlight and inconſiderable. 
1 can hardly forbear blolhing, ith * unpo- 
lite as J am, at ſuch a paultry Trick. And I am 
unfeignedly ſorry, that your Ladyſhip ſhould meet 


with ſuch unhandſome Treatment on my Account, . 


But, my honour'd Madam, mind it not. Smile 
rather at the poor, contracted, ungenerous Temper” 
of worldly Men.—See alſo, by this Contraſt, the 
real Dignity of religious Perſons, and the true Ele- 
vation of their Sentiments. Let me ſpeak to dear 
George Whitefield ; and, be it for myſelf; or be it 
for any Acquaintance, inſtead of demurring, in- 
ſtead of forming Excuſes, He will embrace the Pro- 
poſal with an apparent Complacency. He will leave 
1 | 8 + 


— . noo een; ot act 
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no Stone un- turned; He will ſpare no Pains; to 


gratify my Inclination, and accompliſh my Deſire. 
And why? Becauſe He eſteems and loves his Friend, 
not with a ſuperficial Civility, but from a Principle 
of Grace, and in the Bowels of CH RIS T. 
| My Lord does not know me, tis true, But He, 
or his Brother had Reaſon to know my F ather. I. 
have heard Him relate, with what Zeal He ſerved 
the Major; when the Earl of ——— puthed 


Him hard for his Election at ——, That He 


was one of his honourary Freeman; and againſt 
ſuch a tumultuous and enraged Party, as made Him 
run a Riſque of his Limbs and of his Life, and not 
without the Expence of ſome Guineas. For which 
He never had the leaſt Gratuity; not ſo much as a 
Piece of Veniſon. Though He was always remark- 


ably ſtanch and ſanguine for their parliamentary In- 


tereſts.— And is this the Conduct of the Grandees 


of the Earth? This their Kindneſs to their Friends? 


Let me then for ever ſay with the Prophet, Ceaſe Ye 


Vun Man, whoſe Breath is in his Neftrils— who 


minds his own, and not Another's Welfare — for 
where-in is He to be accounted of © | 
Comes, Madam, let Us take a generous Revenge, 


Let Us beſeech the King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords, to bleſs Him with the Knowlege of 
CHRIST, and with all the Riches of his Goſpel; 


| who had not Benevolence enough, to grant ſo ſmall 


a Boon to me; and had ſo little Honour, as to deny 
your Ladyſhip, when You vouchſafed to aſk fo tri- 
vial 
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vial a Favour.—I hope, You will be enabled h¹⁸ to 
triumph over the little ruffling Accidents, that.oc-. 
cur in Life. I hope, this Exerciſe of chriſtian; 
Magnanimity, will be eaſy and delightful to You 
And may I have Grace to imitate your Ladyſhip,: 

as You imitate our divine, ever gentle, all-forgiv= 
ing Maſter! Then perhaps the meaneſt of your 
Correſpondents may, in this an be . 
than a Lord. 

Dip I mention our Faith Ma het ? How ſhould 
the Remembrance of His Name, enkindle our 
Hearts, when they are cold; and calm them, when 
they are diſcompoſed — Speak We of Greatneſs? 
How great is HE! He made the World, by his 
bare Fiat. He has, ever ſince, upheld it by his 
mighty Word. He will, ere long, give Command, 
and the Flames ſhall En e it. He will repeat his 
Command, and new Heavens, and a new Earth 
| ſhall ariſe. —Speak We of Goodneſs? How good is 
HE! When We were ruined and undone, He re- 
membered Us in our low Eſtate. When We were 
Enemies to Him, and had affronted Him by our 
evil Works; He loved Us with an infinite and ever- 
laſting Love. When We had merited no Favour, 


nothing but Vengeance at his Hands; He gave — 


O! what did He give? Not a few Scraps of Pa- 
per; not a Coronet, and. its attendant Honours 
no, nor a whole World, nor a whole Heaven; but 
what was in-expreffibly more valuable, He gave his 


ſublime, his nee his adorable SE LF for Us— 
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O! let Us think of this. May GOD reveal this 
amazing Beneficence, this wonderouſly rich Gift 
in our Souls ; then all earthly Things, whether they 


be fmiling or frowning, whether they - croſs or co- 
incide with our Wikhes, will be 4% Ow Nothing and 


13 Vanity. 


My Pieee is now all gone to the Prefs. I fhould | 
have been very glad, if Your Ladyſhip and Doctor 
Hales had ſeen the Additions. My Mind ſmites 
me. I fear, I have acted too precipitately. Such 
a Performance ought to be mature and well-judged. 
It muſt expect to meet with a vigorous Examina- 
tion, and from Readers that are none of the leaſt 
fagacious, and none of the moſt candid. May the 


GOD of all Power and all Grace, pity my Weak- 


neſs ; and proſper this poor Shepherd-Boy, with his 
Stone and his Sling —1 will no longer treſpaſs upon 
your Patience, but only beg Leave to profeſs my- 
ſelf, with the greateſt Reſpect, and warmeſt Grati- 
tude, 

Weſton, Vous Ladyihip's moſt ices. End 
Sept. 3, 1752. = and moſt obedient Servant, 


LE F. 
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Mapa, 


I F. ULLY. iniveniled, on this x very Ainet to \ 
have made my Acknowlegements for the Honour 
of your, Letter, and for the Franks it contained. 
But Bufineſs of an urgent Nature intervened, and 
rendered it impoſſible for me to execute my Deſign, 
| ſoon enough for the Poſt. I am ſincerely concern 
ed, on Account of this Diſappointment; becauſe, 
it muſt make me appear more ungrateful than 1 
g really am; and it may create in your Ladyſhip ſome 
1 Apprehenſions, that your laſt Letter was miſ-car- 
| ried. Which, conſidering the Contents, to a Per- 
ſon of en ons e K muſt be very * 
be ee . | 
I once more beg of You; Ma to at 
every Expreſſion in my laſt, which, warm, un- 
guarded,” or diſreſpectful to Superiors, eſcaped from 
my Pen. The Truth is, I willingly indulged 
the Motions of a little kindling Reſentment, with a 
View of mitigating your Ladyſhip's.. Imagining, 
that if I gave ſome Vent to mine, it might tend to 
extinguiſh or diminiſh your's. Somewhat like the 
Operation, which, I think, our Phyſicians call a 
Revulſion. When, at any Wound, the Loſs of 
| F Blood has been large, and it ſtill continues to flow, 
=. 0 they 


IL a — 
3 
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his Prayer. For, they know not what they do, was 
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they open a Ve; in ſome remote Part, and by di- 


verting the Courſe, ſtop the Effuſion. 


I am very glad to find, that there was no Occa- 


ſion for ſuch a well-meant, though ill-judged Arti- 
fice. May your Ladyſhip have an entire Command 


over thoſe turbulent Affections, which too often 
ſhew the Tyrant within! and which, where-ever 
they domineer, make the Soul lie a troubled Sea, 


that cannot reſt. May You, every Day, grow more 


-meck and lowly in Heart! This is the Way to calm 
or prevent the Storm in the Breaſt, and obtain a 
ſettled Serenity of Mind. —This is the Bleſſing, pro- 


miſed under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and deſcribed 


by thoſe figurative Expreffions : The Lion ſball lie 
down with the Lamb : They ſhall beat their Swords into 
Plough-Shares, and their Spears into Pruning- Hooks * 


The rough Places ſhall be made ſmooth, and the cracked 


Places ſtrait.— This is one diſtinguiſhed and precious 


Fruit of the Spirit; and this was moſt eminently 


and amiably exemplified, in the Conduct of our di- 


vine Maſter. When treated with the moſt con- 


tumelious, with inſufferable Indignity; He only re- 
monſtrated, with the utmoſt Gentleneſs, I have 
ſpoke Evil, bear Witneſs of the Evil : if well, why 
fmiteſt Thou me? When He hung, in racking Ago- 
nies, and amidſt cruel Mockings, on the Croſs ; in- 
ſtead of expreſſing the leaſt Indignation, He prayed, 
He pleaded, He procured Mercy, even for his Re- 
vilers and Murtherers. Father, forgive them, was 


his 
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his Plea. And the Salvation of his ene 
Enemies, was the Conſequence of both. oven 

Ir You ſhould enquire after the little 3 I can 
hardly give any Account of it. Printing ſeems to 
be flow Work. I don't find, that ſo much as a ſini- 
gle Sheet is worked off; though they have had the 
Manuſcript almoſt three Weeks. The very firſt 
that is finiſhed, and fit for Peruſal, will take Leave 
to wait upon your Ladyſhip. And may the Bleſſing 
of HIM, who once was hanged on the Tree, but 
now fits on the Throne, for ever attend your Lady- 
ſhip, and what owes its Being t to * Commands | 
on, | 


| Welton, Sept. 21, | "Yours _ 5 
Thurſday. EY obedient Servant. 


LE T ( 


Ma DAM, 


T is a long Tims ſince I had os Meggen of I 


writing to You; and it is longer till, ſince I 
had the Honour « hearing from You. Will your 
Ladyſhip permit me to aſſure You, that, though I 
have not troubled You with my Letters, I daily re- 
member your Favours with unfeigned Gratitude, 
and your Welfare with affectionate Prayers. 
 _ I nap Hopes of preſenting You, long before this 
Time, with thoſe Remarks 1 in Print, which You fo 
| candidly 
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candidly received in Manuſcript. But the printer, 
notwithſtanding my - particular Requeſt, that the 


Piece might be worked off with Expedition, thinks 
Proper to delay: and takes ſome Months for a little 


Buſineſs, which, I ſhould think, might be diſpatch- 
ed in a Fortnight.— What can I do? When a Per- 
ſon travels in a Stage-Coach, He muſt go the Pace, 
not which He chuſes, but which the Driver pleaſes. 
Il truſt, however, there is a ſecret Providence 
over-ruling ſuch Affairs: and that HE who fits at 


the Helm of his Church, orders all, even the minuteſt 


- Circumſtances, in Number, Weight, and Meaſure. © 
The particular Conjuncture and proper Seaſon of 
Things, it is plain, He very exactly obſerves. For 
He ſaid, on a memorable Occaſion, My Time is not 
yet come. O! that We may chearfully commit 
Ourſelves and alt our Affairs to his nin | 


Guidance! 


WIRAIIE I write this, a Packet arrives from my 


Bookſeller, which informs me, that the Pamphlet 


will ſoon be finiſhed. He ſends for the Title-Page. 


Which is the laſt Part that is printed. Now it is 


going to launch into the World, may the GOD of 
Heaven and Earth give it a propitious Gale and a proſ- 
perous Voyage! That it may bring ſome Honour to 
the bleſſed JESUS, and ſupport the Dignity of his 
holy Word. Then it will bring a greater Pleaſure 
to the Author, than a Fleet of Merchant-Men brings 


to the Owners, when it returns laden with the choiceſt 


. of the Eaſt. | 
I nave 


LAD FRANCES SHIRLEY. _129 
I nave a Requeſt to make your Ladyſhip. But 
am ſo ſtraitened for Time, that I muſt defer it till 
another Poſt, Would your Ladyſhip adviſe me, to 
aſk Dr. Hales, whether it might be proper, by his 


means, to beg of her Royal Highneſs to accept the 


Pamphlet? And, whether it would be impertinent 
to offer it to the Biſhop of Norwich, or diſreſpectful 
to omit it? Shall I promiſe myſelf your Opinion 
on theſe Points, and take the Liberty to declare by 
the enſuing as well as by the my Poſt, how re- 
ſpectfully and unfeignedly I am 
wen,  Yeur Ladyſhip's moſt obliged 
Oct. 29, 1752. and obedient Servant. 


L K. 1 TTT mm 


Mapan, | 

HE Requeſt I am going to make, wants the 
l:ſs Apology, becauſe it was mentioned in my 
laſt. Or rather permit me to ſay, it wants no Apo- 
logy, becauſe I am perſuaded, your Deſire is to be 
good, and your Delicht is to do Good. : 

I wELL Wender and ſhould abhor myſelf if i 
was Capable of forgetting, the generous Offer You 
made me, when I was honoured with your Lady- 
ſhip's Company in London. I had hen enough for 

= muyſelf, 


* 3 
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myſelf, and ſufficient to ſpare for the Relief of Aber, 


But now re- iterated Expences, and larger than I 


expected, and not yet ended, have almoſt totally 
exhauſted my Purſe. And I am not likely to receive 
any Rents, which may ſet me again upon riſing 


Ground, for a conſiderable Time. — This unavoid- 
ably ſtraitens my Hands, and makes me incapable 


of diſtributing to the Neceſſities of the Indigent, ſo 
' liberally as I could wiſh. Will You, Madam, give 
me Leave, at this Juncture eſpecially, to act as your 


Almoner ? I believe, I could put about ten Pounds 
to very good Intereſt for your Ladyſhip. A little 


Linen, for thoſe who are half naked; and an edify- 


ing Book, for thoſe who are deplorably ignorant ; 
might, I truſt, be acceptable to G OD our Saviour, 
and ſerviceable to thoſe, whom He has bought with 
his Blood. —TIf this Petition ſhould come at a Sea- 
ſon, when it may be in any Degree inconvenient, 
or unſuitable to your Ladyſhip's Inclination ; then, 


I make it my farther Requeſt, that You will pleaſe 
to anſwer it, not by making any Excuſe for your 
© Refuſal, but by taking no Notice at all of it. Which 


will be perfectly ſatisfactory to me.— I can, I aſſure 


Lou, act an zmplicit Faith on your Ladyſhip; and 
believe, You have excellent Reaſons for your Con- 


duct, though they ſhould be hid from my Know- 


lege. But ſuch is my Weakneſs, (O! that I may 
| bluſh and be confounded under a Senſe of it!) I can 
hardly do the ſame, with regard to the unerring and 

_ ever-gracious GOD. Can hardly acquieſce, and 


be 
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be chearfully, be thankfully reſigned, when HE is 
pleaſed to relax the Springs of Life, and bring down 
my Strength in my Fourney. LORD, encreaſe our 


Faith, is a Supplication, which We ſhould often | 


addreſs to the Throne of Grace. 

You will very ſoon receive the Pamphlet, which 
may be properly called your own : ur own, where 
it is pertinent or valuable; mine, where it is weak 
or injudicious. I ſhall take the Liberty, unleſs You 
counter-mand me in the Interim, to have it directed 
for your Ladyſhip, and left at Lady ———. _ 

May the Prince of Peace give You Peace always 
and by all Means. Which cannot be granted to 
your Ladyſhip, without e a e Satis- 
faction to 


18 
Welton, Your moſt obliged 


Ot. 37, 1752. and moſt obedient Servant. 


LETT ES M6 

MA DAM, 

57 OUR Anſwer to my Letter, and what it con- 

tained, puts me in Mind of one very remark- 
able Circumſtance in Jael's Conduct: of whom it 
is ſaid, in the ſacred Ode, He aſked WATER, and 


She gave Him MILK. I aſked a Boon, and your 
| Tl Gift 
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Gift has exceeded, has doubled my Requeſt. May 

the LORD JESUS CHRIST do ſo to Youz 

and more alſo !- 
I nvmBLy thank your Ladyſhip in behalf of the 
Poor; and I befeech my divine Maſter, to make 
me a faithful Steward, both to Him and to You. 
I will keep an exact Account of the Diſtribution of 
your Alms, and be ready to ſubmit it to your In- 
ſpection, whenever You pleaſe.—I clearly perceive, 
from your generous Grant, that You give me Leave 
to employ any Part of it for my own Accommoda- 
tion. And J am altogether as much obliged to your 
Ladyſhip, as if I ſhould make Uſe of it for my own 
Accommodation. But, bleſſed be the divine Pro- 
vidence, I am in no perſonal Want; only I have, at 


preſent, no Overplus for beneficent Purpoſes. And 


as Life, mine eſpecially, is ſo very precarious, I am 
unwilling to run in Debt, even for the Sake of Cha- 
rity. No other Debt I mean, but that of Gratitude. 

And it will not be a Burthen upon my Spirits, but 
the Delight of my Heart, always to owe this to your 
Ladyſhip. 

I wiLL give Directions to my Bookſeller to ſend 
three of the Pamphlets to Dr. Hales ; ; and one to 
_ your Ladyſhip, to be left at Lady And 
I ſhall not neglect to pray, that You may enjoy the 
precious Promiſe, recorded by that charming and 
moſt conſolatory Writer, the Prophet Iſaith. Ther 
Hall thy Light break forth as the Morning, and thine 
Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily: and thy Righteouſ= 


: ny nes 
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neſs ſhall go before thee ; the Glory of the LORD ſhall 
be thy Rere-ward, Thou ſhalt call, and the LORD 
ſhall anfwer : thou ſhalt cry, and He ſhall ſay, Here 1 
am. Ifaiah lviii. 8, 9. May all that is included in 

| theſe Words, all that was merited by the Re- 
deemer's Death, be the Portion of your Lady- 

| ſhip. And this will amount to a Happineſs, greater 
than can be conceived ; but is that very Happi- 
neſs, which js moſt earncitly * for your Lady- 


ſhip, by 
Weton;, © Your gready obliged, 
Nor. 4, 175% and truly grateful 


humble Servant. 


LETTER MW 


| Map AM, 


LAD ſhould I We very glad, if I could as 
effectually adminiſter Conſolation to your 
Mind, under every Diſtreſs ; as I can aſſuredly pro- 
miſe the moſt inviolable Fidelity, in every Affair, 
which You are pleaſed to communicate, under the 
Seal of Secrecy.—However, I can apply to HIM, 
who ſpoke the tempeſtuous Ocean into a Calm; 
and is able to ſpeak the troubled Soul into 7 5 
K 35 „ qty. 
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quillity.—7 create the Fruit of the Lips, ſaith the 
LORD; which ſhall be, Peace, Peace. Ifai. lvii. 


19. The Repetition of the Word, I believe, de- 
notes the Certainty, the Abundance, and the Per- 


manency of the Peace ; which is created by G OD, 
and is the Fruit of his Word; ſpoken by the Mouth, 
and committed to the Writings, of his Prophets and 


Apoſtles.—In all our Diſquietudes therefore, my 
honoured Madam, let Us ſeek, by aſſiduous Appli- 
cation, to the Scriptures of Truth; and by humble 
Prayer, to the GOD of all Grace. The former 


was David's Reſolution; In the LOR D's Word 


will I rejoice ; in the LOR D's Word will J comfort 
me. The latter was Hannah's Practice; when her 
Adverſary provoked her fore, to make her fret; She 


| poured out her Complaint unto the LORD, and 


ſhewed Him of her Trouble. And the Burthen was 

removed from her Spirits; her Countenance was no 

more ſad. (1 Sam. i.) | 5 
METHINESs, I could almoſt wiſh, that, what- 


ever Buffetings of Satan I myſelf may feel, your 


Ladyſhip might be expoſed to none of his fery Darts. 
But it can not, it mu/? not be. Even You, Ma- 
dam, mult be exerciſed with Trials. Without them, 
Diligence would fold her Arms; Circumſpection 
would cloſe her Eyes ; and all our Chriſtian Graces 
would loſe their Activity and Vigour. To be im- 
mured always in a warm Room, where no ſingle 
Breath of Air could reach Us, could not be con- 


ducive to the Health of our Bodies. To be free 


from 


Lady Frances SHIRLEY. 135. 


from Trials, and exempt from Temptations, would. 
be as little beneficial to the State of the Soul. — 
Nevertheleſs, be of good Comfort, my Lady. You 
know, Who has ſaid; My Grace is ſufficient for 
Thee. And it was the Saying of a good Man, a 2 
| Veteran i in the ſpiritual Warfare; * Thoſe Temp- 
ce tations, which drive Us to Prayer, and make Us 
« more attentive to the Scriptures, can not ruin 
„ Us; will never hurt Us; nay, will turn, in the 
Iſſue, to our great Advantage. 

Ar ſuch Seaſons, and by ſuch Diſciplines, We 
are taught to know Ourſelves. Where—at ſuch an 
Hour of Infirmity and prevailing Corruption—where 
is our fancied Righteouſneſs ? What Figure does 
our own Obedience make? Alas ! it appears worth- 
leſs, and moſt deſpicably mean. Then how com- 

fortable to reflect, that, though miſerably defective 
in Ourſelves, We are complete in our divine Redeemer. 

—When We ſee our own Righteouſneſles, to be 

poor intermitted Scraps of Duty ; to be, as the Pro- 

phet ſpeaks, no better than filthy Rags; then how 
precious is JESUS CHRIST, under the Cha- 
racter of The LORD our Righteouſneſs 1 Then how 
reviving is ſuch a Text of Scripture ; GOD hath 
made Him, who knew no Sin, to be Sin for Us ; that 
M might be made the ORs of GOD IN 
Him! 2 Cor. v. 21 
You do right, Madam, to overcome Evil with 
Good. This is a noble Conqueſt. May the Arm 
of the Almighty, s enable You to gain many ſuch 
K 4 I 


rere 


Vidories ! — You act alſo from the right Principle: 
No Conſideration can ſo powerfully incline Us to 
forgive, as the bright Hope, and chearing Proſpect 
of our own Forgiveneſs, Since G OD has remit- 
ted to Us a Debt of ten thoufand, thouſand Ta- 
Tents ; ſhall We nat readily remit a few Pence to 
our offending Brethren ? It is St. Paul's Argument, 
and a moſt engaging Argument i itis; Be ye kind one | 
to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as GOD for CHRIS T's Sake HATH forgiven 
Vu. May the Spirit of eternal Goodneſs confirm 
your Ladyſhip in this Faith ! Give You a happy 
Perſuaſion, that all your Sins are blotted out by the 
Blood of the Lamb ; that, though there are and will 
be F ailings in You, yet there is no Condemnation 
for You ! This will promote and facilitate the Ex- 
erciſe of every Virtue ; juſt as a generous Cordial, 
exhilarates the Spirits, invigorates the Limbs, . 
ſheds its benign Influence through the whole 
F rame. 

You need not aſk my Prayers for your Ladyſhip. 
I muſt extinguiſh the warmeſt Emotions of my Soul, 
before I can ceaſe to wiſh, and make Supplication 
for, your preſent Comfort, and endleſs Happineſs, 
And, bleſſed be GOD, there is a great High-Prieſt 
in Heaven, who ever lives to make Interceſſion for 
You; and not only makes Interceſſion, but pleads 
al his meritorious Obedience and Death in your 
Behalf. To His Care, who careth for You with 


the tendereſt and everlaſting Compaſſion, I commit 
your 
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your Ladyſhip and beg Leave to ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf 


Your moſt obliged, 
Meſton, e 5 and truly grateful 
Nov. 7, 751 e humble Servant. 


p. 8. I cannot. forbear repeating my Thanks; ; 
ſince You have been pleaſed to make a repeated 
Tender of your Liberality. I aſſure your Lady- 
ſhip, that your late Donation is abundantly ſuffi.- 
cient for my charitable Demands ; that I am in no 
Want on my own Account; but very much de- 
lighted with your truly noble and endcaring Man- 
ner of offering your Favours. 

I am afraid, your judicious Advice comes too 
late. I am apprehenſive, the Pamphlet will be ad- 
vertiſed, before my Letter can poſſibly reach my 
Bookſeller. And if the Day for Publication is fix- 
ed, in ſeveral of the Papers, it cannot be altered, 
without infringing upon the eſtabliſhed Laws of 
Trade. However, I will write; and if it be a 
practicable Thing, will regulate and grace my Con- 
92 by your Ladyſhip' > Counſel, 
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LSD TER  XLVI 


Mapan, 


AM aſhamed to plead Halte, as an Excuſe for 

| Negligence or Brevity, when I have the Ho- 
nour of writing to your Ladyſhip. But at preſent. 
the Caſe is unavoidable; therefore, I hope, the 
Apology will be admitted. The. Truth is—Sunday 
is come, and I have not ſo much as thought upon a 


Text. May the un-erring Spirit of CHRIST 


direct my Choice, and enable me Ry 1 to divide 
the Word of Truth! | 

I Hop, before this Time, the Ronirks on Lord 
Be, have waited on your Ladyſhip, and been 
received with your uſual Candour.— There is one 
egregious Blunder committed by the Printer. Which, 
I fear, will make the Paſſage quite un-intelligible. 
Can You tell, how to underſtand the latter Part of 
Line 20, Page 67 ? —Wh— is plain. But what 
elſe ſhould be read with theſe Letters? Many Readers, 
I am apprehenſive, will be at a Loſs to ſupply the 
Connection. In thoſe Copies, which were tranf- 


mitted to me, I have altered it thus—Whoſe Me 


then the Senſe is clear. Thus it was in the origi- 
nal Manuſcript ; and I wiſh, your Ladyſhip would 
take the Trouble, of writing it thus in your Copy. 
And if You pleaſe to ſuggeſt the fame Hint to Dr. 
Hales, You would do me another Favour. Whoſe | 


Miniſtration to Her Royal Highneſs, and Interviews 


with 
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with your Ladyſhip, I hope, the GOD of Heaven 
will make effectual to the Furtherance of your Faith, 
and Encreaſe of your Joy in the bleſſed JESUS. 
To whoſe tender Care, and everlaſting Love, 1 
commit your Ladyſhip ; ; and beg Leave to e 


myſelf, | 
Weſton, Your moſt igel 


Nov. 12, 1752. and moſt obedient Servant. 


P. S. I Hap written a ſhort Letter to the Doctor, 
before I was favour'd with, your Ladyſhip's Hint. 
And am glad, my Conduct was ſo happy as to cor- 
__— with mo een S Advice. 


L.E T FT ER mn 
Maran, 

ERMIT me to trouble Vou with another 
ſhort Scribble; in order to beg Pardon for a 
Miſtake, which, I find, has been committed. Four 
Setts of the Remarks, I perceive, have been ſent 
to your Ladyſhip; at the ſame Time, not one was 
tranſmitted to Dr. Hales, I have explained to the 
Doctor the Cauſe of this Blunder; and from Him, 


T beg of your Ladyſhip to ſatisfy Yourlell, and re- 
ceive an Excuſe for me. 


Ir 
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rr 
Ir your Ladyſhip diſcerns any Thing improper in 


the Additions, I have made; or if Vou hear any 


Cenſures paſſed, upon any Part of the Performance; 
let me entreat You to communicate them to the 
Author. That, in Caſe another Edition is re- 
quired, (which my Bookſeller mentions as no im- 
probable Affair) ſome ſuitable Corrections may be 
made. 

Grve me " HY to conclude with es, that 
the ineſtimable Word, which Vou have animated 
me to vindicate, may dwell in your Ladyſhip richly. 


Dwell in your Memory; dwell in your Affections; 
dwell in your Heart; and be influential on all your 


Converſation. A greater Happineſs I could not 
wiſh, for the moſt generous Friend in the World ; 
therefore it is the Happineſs moſt 3 wiſh'd for 


your Ladyſhip, by 


Weſton, ' Your moſt e 
and ever grateful Servant. 


LET TER Win. 


Mapa, 
M AY I aſk, How Wow have 00 che Art, 


of conferring real Favours, on the Occaſion 


of imaginary Wants ? I little thought, that the am- 
biguous Repreſentation of my late Confinement, 


would 
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Vould have brought me under a new Obligation to 
your Ladyſhip. But indeed your kind Intention of 
procuring a GREAT Sum, to extricate me from the 
Difficulties, in which Vou ſuppoſed me to be in- 
volved, has drawn a proportionably large Bill upon 
my Gratitude. | 
I THANK You, Madam, for nw ae 
as well as for what You have conferred. Yet, if I 
know my own Heart, I ſhould ſuffer much, before 
I could prevail upon myſelf to draw your Ladyſhip 
into ſuch Trouble. Should I, to remedy the Effects 
of my own Mif-Conduct, ſtraiten, perplex, and 
embarraſs a generous noble Friend ? The Thought 
grieves me: the Action itſelf would wound me. 
VET, how often have I read, that, to make me 
rich, the LORD of all Things had not where to 
lay his Head. To obtain Joy and Gladneſs for me, 
the Prince of Peace was ſorrowful, forrowful even 
unto Death. To cleanſe me from all Guilt, to pre- 
fent me without Spot or Blemiſh before his Throne, 
the ever- bleſſed Son of G OD was content to ſpill 
the laſt Drop ef his Blood. — How often have 1 
read all this, yet continued un-affected, and ſtupidly 
inſenſible !—May your Ladyſhip's Heart glow with 
| Gratitude, overflow with Thankfulneſs, on every 
Remembrance of this adored and gracious Redeem- 
er. May I be ſmitten with Remorſe, and over- 
whelmed with Shame, for my vile, vile Ingratitude to- 
ſo divinely compaſſionate a Saviour. And ſo much 
the more, the more I am aſſured of his Readineſs to 
| | forgive 
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3 forgive all my Provocations, and to love me 25 
freely as if J had never offended. | 

I am much obliged to your Ladyſhip for taking 
the Trouble of tranſmitting the Sentiments of your 
critical Acquaintance. If I live to write another 
Letter, I will return my Opinion with Relation to 
them This is deſignedly ſhort; to correſpond with | 

my weak State of Health, For I am again con- 
fined: though, bleſſed be G OD, not © in Durance 
& vile.” I preached on Sunday ; and, I believe, 


renewed my Cold: fo that this Morning I have loſt EE 
my Voice. But I thank the divine Providence, 


that I have a Hand to write a Word of CHRIST, 
though my Tongue is diſabled for ſpeaking of the 
pleaſing Subject. —What a dying Life is mine! 
Every Blaſt pierces me, and every Cold cruſhes 
me. Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be GOD through 
CHRIS T, for a better Life and happier State in 
the Heavens. Where We ſhall be languid no more, 
afflicted no more; and (O! delightful Conſidera- 
tion!) be . to the dying JESUS no 
more, ſin againſt the ever- amiable G OD no more. 
— May your Ladyſhip have many Foretaſtes of this 
blisful State, here on Earth; and, in due Time, 
an abundant Entrance into the Fulneſs of its Joy ! 
Permit me the Pleaſure and the Honour of ſub- 
ſcribing myſelf, | | 


Madam, 
Weſton, | Your moſt obliged 
Dec. 5, 275% moſt obedient Servant. 


L E T- 
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LE TL ( 


Mad au, 


I N my laſt, I promiſed to FR beten your aka. 
ſhip, what I apprehend to be a more correct 
Senſe of Gen. ix. 25. That which I have given, 
is, I think, an undoubted Truth; is deducible from 
the original Words; and is not without its Patrons. 
But the Senſe, in which, upon more mature Con- 
ſideration, I ſhould chuſe to underſtand the Paſſage, 
is—Curſed is Ham, curſed is Canaan. Their Guilt 
is chargeable upon themſelves alone. They are the 
ſole Authors of their own Sin, and the ſole Cauſes 
of their own Ruin. Whereas, Bleſed be, or bleſſed 
is (not Shem primarily and principally) but the 
LORD GOD of Shem.—Who is the Cauſe of all 
the Good, that exiſts in, or is performed by, any 
of his People. He works in them both to will and 
do, according to his Good Pleaſure. Not unto - 
them therefore, .not unto them, but unto their 
GOD and Saviour be all the Glory. 

Tnvus far I had written, when an Incident called 
me off; and rendered it impoſſible for me to finiſh, 
| Joon enough for the laſt Poſt. When I fat down to 
pen the preceding, We were viſited by a remark- 
able Stranger. One, who has not been ſeen in all 
theſe Parts, for many Months. Fair to Admira- 
tion. But, like all ber © Senn fading and 
extremely 
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extremely tranſient.— Perhaps, your aa © may 
conjecture, Whom or What I mean. I mean a 
Flight of Snow: which fell in the Night; and, 
during the Space of about half a Day, covered our 
Fields. I am pleaſed with the Appearance of this 
wintry Gueſt ; becauſe it gives me a fine Idea of that 
| ſpotleſs Purity, which, I truſt, your Ladyſhip will 
-derive, from the precious Blood of CHRIST. 
How endearing are his Words, and how ineſti- 
mable his Promiſe ! Come now, and let Us reaſon to- 
gether, faith the LORD. Though your Sins be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snoꝛo; though they be 
red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as aol. Ifai. i. 18. — 
How noble is the Declaration, and how triumphant 
the Faith of David, ſpeaking upon the ſame Sub- 
ject ! Thou fhalt purge me with Hyſjop, and I ſball be 
clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
Snow. —Theſe Paſſages muſt certainly refer to the 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, without which 
there is no Remiſſion. They cannot but relate to 
that Blood of the Lams, which taketh away the Sins 
of the World. And is not this a Proof of his real 
Divinity ? For if no Man, no Creature, can take 
away any Sin: how great muſt HE be, how infi- 
nitely glorious, who can take away ALL Sins! So 
entirely take them away, that not the leaſt * or 
Blemiſh ſhall remain 
Sixce.our LORD is very GOD; the Maker 
of ALL Things, and Upholder of the Univerſe ; 
the King of Angels, and * of Men; no Won 
der, 
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der, ſuch Efficacy attends the Sacrifice of his Death. 


No Wonder, that his People, waſhed in his Blood, 
and arrayed in his Righteouſneſs, ſhould be found 


unblameable and unreprovable. The Mountain 
FSnovs are not ſo white, the Garden Lillies are not 
ſo fair, the Stars of Heaven are not ſo bright, as 
thoſe bleſſed happy Souls, who have put on the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST. — What Reaſon 
have We, Madam, what abundant Reaſon, to re- 
joice in ſuch a Saviour, and to make our Boaſt of 
ſuch a Saviour! Let Us ſtudy his inconceivable 
Dignity, and implore the Influences of that bleſſed 
Spirit, whoſe Office it is, to teſtify of CHRIST, 

and reveal Him in our Hearts. 


I sHouLD be much delighted to join your W 


nourable and devout Aſſembly at the Counteſs De- 
lits's. Though debarred of this Pleaſure on Earth, 
I hope to enjoy it in Heaven. In the mean Time, 

J moſt heartily pray, that great Power may accom- 
pany my dear Friend's Preaching, and great Grace 


be on all your Souls. That You may be fledfaſt in 


Faith, and fervent in Spirit : and ſerving the LORD, 


adorning his Goſpel, and rejoicing in Hope of his 


everlaſting Glory. —Theſe Bleflings I take Leave to 


wiſh for your Ladyſhip, and my other noble Friends, 
at the approaching Solemnity. Theſe Bleſſings, if 


vouchſafed from above, will make a Feſtival in the 
Heart: even that Feſtival, which the Prophet ſo 
beautifully deſcribes, under the Image of a magni - 
ficent and ſumptuous Banquet. Iſai. xxv. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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At this more than royal Banquet may Vou, Ma- 


dam, have a diſtinguiſhed Seat; and may ſome | 
Crumbs from the Table, fall to the Share of, 


Your Ladyſhip's obliged, 
Dee. 21, 1752. | humble Servant, 


err 
Mapan, 


Y Brother, I dare ſay, eſteems it an Honour 

| and a Pleaſure to execute your Commands. 
And I am apt to think, all your Ladyſhip's Com- 
mands are of ſuch a Nature, as to be Benefits, ra- 


ther than Taſks. They are calculated for the Ad- 


vantage of Others, more than for your own. Some- 
what like the Precepts of our divine Maſter, all 
whoſe Prohibitions import, Do thyſelf no Harm : and 
all his Injunctions imply, Poſſeſs the higheſt Good. 

Trar awful Stroke of ſudden Death, which 
your obliging Letter mentions, will, I hope, be 
bleſſed to your Ladyſhip's ſpiritual Improvement. 
Such alarming Inftances of human Frailty, are, I 
think, one Species of that Wiſdom, which crieth 
without, and uttereth her Voice in the Streets, And 
this is the Purport of the Admonition ; Tate 17 
Head; watch and pray: for It know not, when the 
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Time i is Cultivate a more inceſſant Communian 
with GOD: live, by Faith, on the Merits of his 
dear Son: cheriſh all the Influences of his bleſſed 
Spirit. Then will Vou not only not be in Bondage 
through Fear of Death, but ſhall taſte ſomewhat of 
Heaven even upon Earth. And when the Mo- 
ment of Diſſolution comes, Vou ſhall change your 
Place, not your Company; You ſhall relinquiſh 

your Clay, but loſe none of your Joys. 
Wovor your Ladyſhip ſee in another Light; 
What is our proper Preparation for all Changes | 
How We may be fortified againſt all the Viciſſitudes 
of Life, and againſt the final Approach of Death 
Be pleaſed to peruſe Revel. xii. 1. Thoſe, who are 
arrayed like that illuſtrious Woman; affected like 
Her; adorned like Her; they are fitted for every 
Alteration. They need fear no Evil. To them, 
to live is CHRIST, and to die will be Gain. — 
I give my Anſwer in theſe Words, becauſe they are 
very pictureſque, and exceedingly ſtriking. They 
will be a fine Subject for your Ladyſhip's Medita- 
tion. And I moſt ſincerely wiſh, that You may 
know them, more and more, by your own Expe- 
rience ; till You arrive at that happy Place, and 
enter into thoſe bliſsful Manſions, where the Scene 
of this noble Viſion lay, and where _ true Fe- 

licity is to be found. 

I HAvE lately comforted the Heart of a poor old 
aint and his infirm Wife, with Part of your cha- 
ritable Donation. And am going to order ſome 
| * 3 Relief, 
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Relief, to an ancient Widow and her aicted 8 
Daughter ; whoſe Diſtreſſes, were J to relate them; 
would pierce your Heart with Sorrow. And, I 
truſt, it will give You equal Joy to reflect, that the 
Father of Mercies is pleaſed to make Uſe of your 
Ladyſhip's Inftrumentality, in adminiſtring Com- [ 
fort amidft ſuch great Tribulation. : 
Givz me Leave, before I conclude, to turn the 

Declaration of a Prince and an Apoſtle, into a 
Prayer for your Ladyſhip. May the Bleſſing of Him 
that is ready to periſh come upon You! May You 
cauſe the Heart of many Widows to ſing for Joy! 
And, in your own Heart, have much of that King- 
dom of GOD which is not Meat and Drink, but 
Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt ! 
— May I aſk, When thoſe Papers make their Ap- 
pearance, which, the worthy Dr. Hales fo often 
mentioned ; and for the Publication of which, if I 
remember right, the Month of January was * 
in a Letter to 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip s moſt obliged 

Jan. 23, 17522 and very obedient humble Servant. 
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LETTER It 


— 


AM really in Suſpence, I muſt ak of You to 
determine, Whether I have done right or 
wrong. A Fortnight, almoſt a whole Fortnight, 
have I been in Poſſeſſion of your Ladyſhip's Letter; 
without making any Acknowlegements for the Fa- 
vour, till this Day.—The Truth is, I have been 
fadly indiſpoſed; languid and diſpirited; out of Hu- 
mour with myſelf, and diſpleaſed with my own 
Thoughts. And ſhould I, in ſuch a diſagreeable 
Habit, appear before your Ladyſhip ? Should I pre- 
ſent to my honourable Friend, what was diſguſtful 
even to myſelf ?!—As You ſhall decide this Queſ- 
tion, I will condemn or acquit the Priſoner at the 
Bar; and will continue or alter my nn ac- 
cordingly. 

MzeTHinxs, I ſee You ſmile at Us fanciful and 
hippiſh Folks. Smile, my Lady, and welcome. 
Only do not think me inſenſible of the Honour of 
your Correſpondence, nor altogether ungrateful for 
the various Inſtances of your Generoſity. Such a 
Suſpicion would aMi& me, more than a foggy 1 180 
or a louring Sky. | 

In a Letter, which ſome Time ago, I had the 
Pleaſure of writing to your Ladyſhip, there are two 
Paſſages, which may poſhbly want ſome farther 

L 3 Proof, 


150 | LETTERS To 


Proof, or Gn clearer Explication. — The Character 3 


of CHRIST, I am Alpha and Omega, pag. 67. 
lin. 15.— The Remark on the Books of Chronzxcles, 


pag. 70. in the Note.—Will You give me Leave, 


Madam, to illuſtrate the former, and to exemplify 
the latter? In both which, I hope, We ſhall find 
Manna, heavenly Manna, for the Nouriſhment of 
our Faith : and not be obliged to gather ity from 


the Thorns of Controverſy. 


Tu Character of our LORD, makes a * 
of the Revelation, vouchſafed to St. John. Revel. 


i, 8. In which, We are entertained, We are 


ſtruck, We are tranſported, with the grandeſt 


Images that ever were conceived, and the ſublimeſt 


Deſcriptions that ever were drawn. We may chal- 


lenge Homer, challenge Pindar, and defy their moſt 
devoted Admirers, to produce a Parellel.— A Pa- 


rallel! No. The 6 of the Apoſtle, is ſome- 
what like the Perſon of his IMMANUEL. 
Whoſe Appearance—not his Vengeance, not his 


Wrath, not his Frown—but his bare Appearance, 


is inſupportably ſplendid and glorious, Nothing in 
Nature can vie with it. Nothing in Nature can 


| ſtand before it. From his Face the Earth and the 


Heaven flee away, and * FI) ne no Place for 


them. Revel. xx. LI. 
In this Book, the Images occur more frequently, | 


and the Colour is. more brilliant, than in any other, 


even, of the ſacred Compoſitions. It was intended 
to cloſe the canonical Writings; and is not unlike 
| a Capital 
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a Capital of Gems, on a Column of Gold. Or, 
do ſpeak more properly, it cloſes them with a Dig- 

nity, that muſt always be admired ; but will never 
be equalled ; perhaps, never fully underſtood, till 
We enter into that City, which hath no Need of the 
Sun, neither of the Moon to ſhine in it ; for the Glory 
of GOD abth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 


thereof. Revel. xxi. 23. 
To a Perſon of true Taſte, and free from Pro 


judice, this, I think, is no inconſiderable Argu- 
ment for the divine Original of the Work. Whence 
could an illiterate Fiſherman, have been furniſhed 
with ſuch inimitably noble Ideas, but from the im- 
mediate Influence of Heaven? How could this 
plain, artleſs, and un-improved Mind ſoar fo. high ; 
ſo far above all the Flights of human Genius; were 
it not upon the Wings of Inſpiration ? | 
How ſolemn and alarming is the Introduction! ' 
I 4 was in the Spirit on the LOR D's Day, and heard 
behind me à great Voice, as of a Trumpet. —lIt was the 
LORD's Day. The Day, on which CHRIST 
| aroſe; and conquered Death, and triumphed over 
the Grave. The Day, on which the HOLY 
GHOST. came down upon the Apoſtles; and 
made their Underſtandings clear as the Light, and 
their Tongues piercing as the Fire. The Day, on 
which all inferior Buſineſs is diſcontinued, and every 
earthly Care ſuſpended; in order to give, both a 
Type, and a Foretaſte, of that everlaſting Re/t, 
which remaineth for the People of GOD. 
SF L 4. | „Hr 
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HE was in the Spirit. Not only wrapped in Con- 
templation; wreſtling in Prayer; and his Soul 
aſcending in Praiſe : which are ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
and ſuited to the Day: but under an extra-ordinary 
Influence of the divine Spirit, This illuminated 
his Mind: this enlivened his Imagination: and ſet 
before Him the moſt magnificent Scenes, that Hea- 
ven and Earth afford. Even while he was con- 


ſined amidſt the barren Sands, the naked Rocks, 
and ſolitary Wilds of Patmos. Whither He was 


baniſhed, for the Word of GOD, and for the 7 li- 
mony of FE SUS CHRIST, Revel. i. oy | 
In theſe. ſolitary Wilds, He hears behind Him a 
great Voice; as loud, and probably as melodious, as 
a Trumpet. Which may remind your Ladyſhip, 
of thoſe beautiful and ———— Lines, in the 

Meſſiah — 


Hark! a glad Voice, the lonely Defart chears: 
Prepare the Way. A GOD, a GOD appears! 

A GOD! A GOD! The vocal Hills reply; 
The Rocks proclaim th” approaching Deity. 


1 is indeed THE DEI TY, who approaches. 
It is: indeed HIS Voice, that is heard. It is the 
Voice, that ſpake at the Beginning, and the World 
was made : the Voice, that ſpake from Mount 
Sinai, and the Center ſhook : that will . at the 


laſt, and Time ſhall be no more. 


ANp what ſays this wonderful Voice? The Sub- 


18 is like the * great and marvellous. I am 
| „„ ͤ ELPHA 
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ALPHA and OMEGA; the FixsT and the 
Lasr. The TRUE, the SELF-EXISTENT, - the 
ETERNAL GOD. Which is, and which. was, and 
 wwhich is to come. In this high Capacity, under this 
auguſt Character, our LORD JESUS CHRIST - 
is the efficient Cauſe, and the ultimate End of all 
Thins oo. Yeo . 
_ ConsiDER Him as MEDIATOR, He is the Source 
and the Center of all the divine Diſpenſations : 
from whom they all proceed, and in whom they all 
terminate.——But He is more peculiarly the Origin 
and Foundation, of all thoſe Purpoſes of redeem- 
ing Love ; which were formed by the bleſſed and 
only Potentate, before the Mountains were brought 
forth, or ever the Earth and the World were made. 
Thoſe Purpoſes, which the LORD JEHOVAH 
formed, to ſave an innumerable Multitude of fallen 
ſinful Men: bringing them, from a State of Igno- 
rance, to the Knowlege of his adorable Perfections ; 
and, from a State of Wickedneſs, to a delightful 
Communion with his mosT noLy MaJjEsTY.— 
Which is the moſt diſtinguiſhed Honour, and the 
moſt conſummate Happineſs, that an Arch-Angel 
can enjoy. Yet 1s intended (I moſt heartily con- 
gratulate Vou on the Occaſion) for You, Madam 
—and intended alſo (how ſhall I admire? O!] how 
ſhall I ſufficiently admire, the exceeding Riches of 
Grace?) for . | 
| Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient, 
Feb. 26, 1753 · and ever grateful Servant. 
: | P. S. 


154 LETTERS. ro © | 
P. S. I nope, your Ladyſhip will take the Caſe 
into Conſideration, which is mentioned at the Be- 
ginning. However, I ſhall venture to trouble You 
once more, and tranſmit the Sequel of this little 
Sketch, before I receive your Deciſion. e 


rr 
Mapa, 


ERMIT me, without any Ceremony, or the 
Formality of a Preface, to . the 3 | 
of my former Letter. 

Consipts CHRIST as a Prophet, He is the 
firſt and laft : the ſole Inſpirer of every Prophet, and 
the final Object of all Prophecy. A Prophet like 
. Miſes, ſays the ſacred Oracle: in this Reſpect prin- 
cipally, that as Moſes was ſuperior to all other Pro- 
phets; ſo CHRIST is greatly, is incomparably 
ſuperior to Moſes himſelf.— Do Prophets ſpeak of 
future Events, and of People yet unborn, with as 

much Clearneſs and Certainty, as if the People were 
preſent, as if the Events were paſt ? They do. Yet 
not they, but the SIR IT of CHRIST), which is 
with them, which is in them.—He is Truth itſelf, 
In Him are hid all the Treaſures of Wi dom and Know- 
tege. | None teacheth like Him, 


Fes | 
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Comviran' Him as THE Hicn-PritsT of our 
Pr6feffion ; both in Nature and Practice, He is 
holy, harmleſs, and perfectly undefiled. In Dignity 
of Office, He is higher than the Heavens. In the 
Continuance of his Miniſtration, He is a Prieft for 
ever after the Order of MEeLcnisepes, His 
DeaTH is the great, the all-atoning Sacrifice, 
which taketh away the Sin of the World, It is the 
ALTAR that ſanctifies, the INCcEnsE that perfumes, 
every other Oblation. By this We have Acceſs, 
with Boldneſs, into the Holy of Holies; and by this 
We truſt to have have an abundant Entrance into the 
Kingdom of Glory. | 
ConsiDer Him as KINO, He is the FIR SH and 
the LAsT. David's Royal Sceptre, and Solomon's 
Ivory Throne, are but Shadows of his Sovereignty, 
— The Kingdom of Providence is his; The F a- 
THER hath committed all Judgment unto the Sox. 
The Kingdom of GRACE is his; He is Heap 
over all Things to the Church. — The Kingdom of 
 Gromy is his; He is gone into Heaven, Angels, Au- 
thorities, and Powers being made ſubjeft unto Him.— 
His Word is his Sceptre, and He rules in the 
Hearts of bis People; there He writes his Laus, and 
there He ſubdues their Enemies, even thoſe Lufts | 
which war againſt the Soul. | | | 
Hx is the SUM and SUBSTANCE of all che great | 
Things, which are written by Meſes, the Prophets, 
and Apoſtles. He is that ALmicuTyY WorD, whoſe . 
Fin is n in Genefis, and by Whom the 
| Worlds 


rern „„ 


Worlds were made. He is that Sun. of RTHTE- 
OVSNESS, whoſe Riſing is foretold by Malachi, and 


whoſe Beams have brought Life and Immortality to 
Light. He is that ſupreme Jupok, whoſe Tribu- 


nal is erected in the Viſions of John the Divine, 
and at whoſe Bar the Dead both {mall and great are 
to be convened. 

In the Duties of Religion, in the Graces of 
Chriſtianity, in the Comforts and Victories of the 
Chriſtian, Hz is the FI RSH and the LAST.—Would 
We exerciſe Ourſelves in the Duty of Prayer? Our 


LORD has declared, V hatſoever Ye hall aſk the 


Father in my Name, He will give You. Would We 
offer the ſpiritual Sacrifice of Praiſe? The Apoſtle has 


ſet Us an Example; I thank my GOD through 7 E- 


SUS CHRIST.—ls Joy a deſirable State? The 
fame infallible Director ſays; Rejoice in the LORD 
FESUS ALWAYS: and again I ſay, REjoice in 
GOD your Saviour. For, He makes You always 
to triumph. through Him You overcome Sin, and 


| Death, and Hell: Ye are more than Conquerors 


through Him that loved You. 
Ix 2 Word, CHRIST is ALL.—As all the 


Fountains, the Rivers, and the Clouds, proceed 
from the Sea. So, all our Salvation, our Holineſs, 


and our Happineſs, are found in CHRIST: from 
the firſt Gleam of Hepe, that dawns in the penitent 
Breaſt, even to the rapturous Song of Thankſgiv- 
ing, which ſounds from the glorified Believer's 


Tongue. 
SINCE 
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SINCE then We have a Redeemer, who is AL- 
HA and Omeca, the BEGINNING and the EnD- 
ING; which was, and which is, and which is ta come ; 
the ALMIGHTY : what can be a more reaſon- 
able Inference, or a more beneficial Improvement of 
the Doctrine, than his own encouragin g Exhorta- 
tion, Fear not Was He the 14%, but not the fg, 
who would begin the good Work in Us, or ſet for- 
ward our eternal Felicity? Was He the fir/t onh, 
and not the laſt, We might be apprehenſive, leſt He 
ſhovld deſert the good Work, before it were accom- 
pliſhed. But as He is both the ff and the 12%, He 
will not faint nor be diſcouraged, till He has fuſflled 
all the good Pleaſure of his Vill, and the Work of 
Faith with Power. He will ſanctify his Servants 
wholly; and preſerve their whole Spirit, Soul, and 
Body blameleſs unto the Day of his own glorious Ap- 


| pearing. 
HAvING ſuch a Kine, what ſhould We fear? 


If Hz be for Us, who can be againſt Us? He has 
Bowels of Compaſſion to pity Us, and the Ax M of 
OmNIiPOTENCE to ſuccour Us. Therefore let the 
Children of Sion be joyful in their KING. Let them 
fay boldly with the heroic Apoſtle; 7 am perſuaded, 
that neither Death, nor Life ; nor Angels, nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers ; nor Things preſent, nor Things 
to come; nor Height, nor Depth; nor any other Crea- 
ture, fhall be able to ſeparate Us from ME Love, or 
jun Us _ his Hand, 


Having 
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_ Havins ſuch a PRoPHET, let Us fit at his Feet, 
with pious Mary. Let Us exerciſe Ourſelves in his 
Word, Day and Night, with holy David. And 
let Us, with the Diſciples. of old, wait for the 
Teachings of his DIVIxE SpIRIT. He can teach, 
not our Ears only, but our Hearts. He can give 
Us all Riches of the full Aſſurance of Underſtanding. 
He can fill our Souls, and fill the World, with 
heavenly Wiſdom, as the Waters cover the Ses. 

Having ſuch a PRrItsT, what may We not 
hope? If the idolatrous Micah could ſay, Now 1 
know that the LORD will do me Good, ſeeing I have 
a Levite to my PRIEST. Judg. xvii. 13. How much 
more may We every One profeſs; Now I am 
aſſured, the LORD JEHOVAH will do me 
Good, ſeeing We have a great HIGH PRIEST, 
that is paſſed into the Heavens, FESUS the Son of 
GOD.—We need not wiſh for thouſands of Rams, 
or ten thouſands of Rivers of Oyl. His Death is a 
Propitiation of infinite Efficacy: ſufficient to ex- 
piate all Guilt; ſufficient to procure all Bleſſings. 
We need not wiſh for Horſes of Fire, and Chariots 
of Fire. His Interceſſion is our Defence againſt all 
the Aſſaults of Temptation, and our Preſervative 
amidſt all the Dangers of Apoſtacy. 

Ir, in all the preceding Inſtances, JE SUS 
CHRIST is fir/t and the laſt, ſhould He not be fo 


likewiſe — In our Eſteem ? Should We not account 


all Things but Loſs, for the E xcellency of the Knows 
lege CY IST FESUS our LORD In our 
Delues ? 
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Deſires ? Should not this be the Language of our 
| Hearts? Whom have I in Heaven but THEET and 
there is None upon Earth, that I defire in Compariſom 
F Tuxz.—lIn our Glorying? Ought not this to be 
our unalterable Reſolution? GOD ferbid that 1 
ſhould glory, fave in the Croſs of our LORD F E- 
SUS GHRIST?—In our Aims? Whether N: 
eat or drink, or whatever We do, ſhould We not do all 
to the Glory of GOD our Saviouk In our Life 
and Death? That whether Me live, Mie may live 


unto the LORD; or whether We die, We may die 


unto the LORD: ſo that, living or dying, We 1 
be the L OR D's. 

Then, Madam, Vou will not think it Pegs 
that CHRIST is the conſtant Topic, both of my 
Tongue and Pen. You will not cenſure it, as 2 
pedantic Practice, that, in all the Letters, which I 
have the Honour of writing to your Ladyſhip, 
CHRIST is ſtill the leading Theme, or the ulti- 
mate Point. —A very famous Wit, I know, cha- 
racterizes a Pedant, as One who turns every Con- 
verſation to ſome favourite and peculiar Subject. 
If chis be a true Definition, the wiſeſt and beſt Men, 
that ever lived, were the greateſt Pedants. The 
moſt excellent and only divine Book in the World, 

is a Series of Pedantry.— To imitate ſuch Pedants, 
and adopt ſuch Pedantry, I hope, will always be my 

Study and my Delight. And, zealous as I am for 

your Ladyſhip's Dignity, I dare venture to wiſh, 
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that in this Reſpect You may be not anly OE 


| # altogether like, 
oy Weſton, War moſt obliged, 
ji | March 24, x753- and very obedient humble Servant. 
| P. S. Forgive me, my honoured Lady, if I have 8 
„ done wrong or acted diſreſpectfully, in delaying my 
| i =þ | Letter. I have been oppreſied with ſuch inſupera- 
j ble Languors of Conſtitution, as have made me 
j diffident of myſelf; diſpleaſed with my own Thoughts; 
j _ averſe to Application of every Kind. And, (would 
þ © Youthinkit?) I can hardly bear to reviſe the Lines, 
Þ which are now written to your Ladyſhip. J hope, 
| their Patroneſs will be more indulgent than their 
Author, or elſe wretched will be their Fate. 
r 
Map Au, | 
IVE me Leave to thank You, for your very 
obliging Inquiry after my Health. I can give 
vi no very agreeable Account of it. As You will 
Lid - eaſily conjecture, when I with, that your Ladyſhip's 
Lil may be the very Reverſe of mine, However, I de- 
| i BY fire to bleſs G OD, that I am not racked with Pain 
TE - that I am enabled, in any Sort, to preach and teach 


LE 5 FESUS 


LAY FRANCES SHIRLEY. 161 


FESUS CHRIST; and that, ere long, this 
Cyrruptible will put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
will put on Immortality. Then ſhall be brought to paſs, 
in its fulleſt Extent, the Saying that is written: They 
that wait upon the LORD ſhall renew'their Strength. 
They. ſhall mount up with Wings like the Eagle. They 
ſhall walt, . yaw: * _ rh and wot 
1 t 
The 3 of celigitus Arg 1 bless 
is a general Complaint. For my Part, I can find 
very few among the wealthy or faſhionable, who de- 
light in edifying Converſation. Tnerefore, they are 
ſeldom troubled with my Company, and as ſeldom 
vouchſafe to viſit me,—How glad ſhould I have 
been, had Providence ſo ordered my Situation, to 
have waited on your Ladyſhip, and talked of the 
Lord, who was a Servant for Us—the Judge, who 
was condemned for Us—the King, who died for Us ! 
E hut though We cannot talk of Him, We may 
| ſpeak to Him, by Prayer; and He will ſpeak to Us, 
buy his Word. And never Man ſpake like Him. He 
giveth goodly Words. The Law of Kindneſs is on his 
| Lips. Honey and Milk are under his Tongue. He 
ſpeaks, that We may have Foy ; that our Foy may 
abide ; that our Foy may be full. O! that his Ward 
may dwell in Us richly 4 12 
. Wrar You ſay of ſome Perſons, wh to my 
Mind that affecting and tender Expoſtulation of our 
bleſſed LORD; Will Ye alſo go away?—May the 
wiſe and noble Anſwer of the Diſciples be the in- 
M variable 
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3 Language of our Hearts! LORD; to whons 
ſhall We go? Thou haſt the Words of eternal Life. 
Eternal. Life is our only. Happineſs. If We fall 
ſhort of this, We are of all Creatures maſt miſerable; 
And in thee, bleſſed FESUS, in Thee alone this 
ineſtimable Portion is to be found. Thy heavenly 
Doctrine has brought it to Light. Thy Death and 


Obedience have purchaſed it for poor Sinners, Thy 


Spirit makes meet for this bliſsful Inheritance. And 


thy Promiſe, thy inviolable * has e e 8 
it to our Enjoyment. 


I rave not ſeen my dear Friend — but 
ſhall eſteem it a Privilege and a Delight, to receive 
Him under my Roof. have juſt got a Sight of the 
Book Vou mention. The Author, I find, makes 
every Incident, related in Scripture, ſome Way or 
other fignificative of CHRIS F. Nay, every. 
Name, whether of Perſons or of Places, is, accord- 
ing to his Interpretation, pregnant with ſome evan- 
gelical Doctrine. His Method is very ingenious; 
to the pious Mind, which loves the LORD: JK- 
SUS CHRIST, it muſt be pleafing and inſtrue- 
tive; but whether it be the real Meaning of the 
Holy Spirit, or whether it will approve itſelf to the: 
Judgment of Thoſe, vho are of guick Underflanding 
in the Fear of the LORD, I am at a Lofs to deter- 
mine. However, I rejoice to ſee ſo much Learn- 
ing captivated to the Obedience of Faith: freely 
owning, that Man is nothing, human Attainments 
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are nog but Griſt and his Righteouſneſs, dung 
and his Grace, are ALL in ALL. = 

© Your Ladyſhip will now give me a Diſmiſfion. 
At is Sunday Morning. I muſt prepare for my 
People's Edification. Though I do not often chuſe 
a Text from the Canticles, yet I am much inclined 
5 preach on that charming Paſſage; I po is this 

cc that cometh up out of the Wilderneſs, leaning upon 
« her Beloved Ab While I, in much Weakneſs; dif- 
courſe upon it; may You, Madam, contemplate its 
experience it, enjoy it! And hold on, in this com- 
fortable happy Courſe, till You paſs, from the Wil- 
derneſs of this World, into the heavenly Canaan, and 
the Paradiſe of GOD !-—There, I hope, will be the 
preſent mne and there the final Abode 
wen | 

Weſton, _ Your Ladyſhip's s moſt & obliged; 
April 1, 1753. and moſt dutiful Servant. 


p 


TR * T E „ 14 
Mapa, 


; * Nun Rave a Beggar at your Door, or ra- 
1 ther a Beggar in your Hand. And I muſt 
honefMly own, He is ſo proud a Beggar, that if He 

coult do without your Alms, or ft upply Himfſel* elſes 


M 2 | where, 
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where, Your Ladyſhip had not been troubled 0 
this Application. — After ſuch a Confeflion, can 
You open your Hand, and gratify his Requeſt ?f— 
You can: I am perſuaded, You can. And may 
your Charity be ſo ſtrong and exalted, as to triumph 
over many ſuch, yea and greater Trials What 
would this troubleſome and importunate Man have ? 
Does He want Silver and Gold? Or, would He be 
ſpoken for to the King, or to the Captain of the Hoſt ? 
2 Kings iv. 13. — No, Madam. Of the former, 
bleſſed be the divine Providence, He has enough, 
and to ſpare. As to the latter, He anſwers with the 
Shunamite, I dwell among mine own People; perfectly 
content with my Station, and without a ſingle Wiſh 
for a higher. But if your Ladyſhip would be fo 
good, as to procure for Him, and tranſmit to Him, 
a few Franks; You will very much oblige Him, 
and put it into his Power to oblige _— of his 
diſtant Correſpondents. | 
Beccars, I know, ought not to be tedious. 1 
will therefore take care to avoid this offenſive Cir- 
cumſtance. Only let me wiſh, that You, Madam, 
who are ſo ready to affift Others, may have the 
GOD of Jeſurun, who rideth upsn the Heaven, for 
your Help, and in his Excellency en the &. That 
| You, who are ſo willing to relieve the Neceſſities 
of Others, may have for your own Portion the un- 
| fearchable Riches of CHRIST, May have all thoſe 
ineſttmable Bleſſings and glorious Privileges, which 
were K for You, by the Blood of HIM, 
whom = 
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| whom Angels adore—by the Blood of HTM, who: 
upholdeth all Things—by the Blood of HI M, who 


will judge the World. — Then, Madam, You will 
have a Portion, too great for Words to expreſs ; 


but not too great for Him, moſt ſincerely and ar- 


dently to wiſh,” who ventures to beg one more Fa- 
vour, the Favour and Honour of ns Him- 
f, 

Weiten; + Your ae Rs s moſt obedient, 

April 7, 17533 and ever r grateful humble Servant. 


* . 
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L. E. T T F. R. A, 
Mapau, 


HALL I be forward to mis my Requeſts, but 
backward to make my Acknowlegements ? 
Your Favour, ſo ſpeedily granted, and in ſo oblig- 
ing a Manner, would render my Silence inexcuſable. 
Let me expreſs my Gratitude, by wiſhing You the 
Accompliſhment of that Promiſe ; It ſhall come to 
paſs, that before they call, I will anſwer ; and while 
they are yet ſpeaking, 1 will hear. Iſai. Ixv. 24. 
I Hop, this will find your Ladyſhip freed from 
that troubleſome Diſorder, the Head-Ach. The 
Diſorder is troubleſome, but it comes on a kind 
. ka Miniſtry may be ſomewhat importu- 
M 3 nate, 


—ů— 


s LETTERS" Y 


nate, but its Meſſage is gracieus. It ſays to your 
Affections, © Ariſe, and depart, for Here is not 
& your Reſt. There is a Land, where the Iuhabi- 
cc tants fball no mare ſay, I am $1cK, A Land, in 
40 which 18 the Fulneſs of Joys, and Pleaſures for” 
<< evermore. There your true mas is; n 
< Jet your Heart be alſo.” 

YESTERDAY, I doubt not, You was s thinking of 
HIM, who hoved U; and waſhed Us from our Sins, 
in his own Blocd. Did You not follow Him to 
Gethſemane, and view Him in that memorable Gar- 
den? He is expoſed to the chilling Damps of the 
Night: He is proſtrate upon the cold Ground: yet, 
He ſweats—ſweats profuſely, —ſweats great Drops— 
great Drops of Blood, falling down upon the Earth, 


Did You not aſk your LORD, with Wonder 


and Sorrow; Wherefore art Thou red in thine Ap- 
tarel, and thy Garments like Him that treadeth in the 


Mine- Fat! Iſai. Ixiii. 3, And was not this the, 


gracious Arſwer? © I am proſtrate upon the 
„Ground; that Thou, Sinner, mayeſt be exalted 
« to the Heaven of Heavens. My Garments are 


„ red, and my Body weeps Blood; that thou mayeſt 


« walk in white Nabu. and rejoice in the Favour 
« of GOD for ever.” | 
Dip you not behold Him tied to the Poſt, with. 


out Friend to pity Him, or Eye to compaſſionate 


Him? While the mercileſs Executioners ply the 
Scourge ; redouble their Strokes ; ſmite Him again 
and again; and cut Gaſhes in his F led. like the 

Furrows, 
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Danes which a om tears in We F . - 
mk iN. 3 Well at 
As though the e had not - fetched Blood 
Waren from his Back and Sides, they crown Him 
with Thorns. What a Mockery was this! What a 
Torment! And how did Els bleſſed Head ach! — 
They cruſh the Thorns into his Femples; theß 
beat them down with the Cane; they drive them 
deep into his Fleſh, and nail them in his very Scull. 
O ! what a Shower of Blood muſt rain _— bis 
Face and his Neck! "9 * 
Ai this does not ſatisfy the | Duckabity of thy 
Jews; nor ſufficiently expreſs the Goodneſs of out 
LORD. He will give Us ftill greater Proofs of 
| his Love; and yet ſtronger Afſurances of a com- 
_ plete Atonement. — They nail Him to the Croſs; 
They pierce his Hands and his Feet. They hammer 
the dreadful Iron, through his racked Sinews, and 
eonvulſed Nerves. On theſe dreadful. Nails his 
Body hangs: not for a few Minutes only, which 
would occaſion Pain inconceivable ; but for ſeveral. 
_ tedious, diſmal Hours. During all which Time, 
the Weight of his Body wreathing with Torture 
_ muſt widen the Wounds ; muſt ;encreaſe-the An- 
guiſh; and keep the n Streams Inceſizatl 


flowing. 
+ ARE there not MWounds and; Fe thay. 


enough already ? ? His Skin is rent with Whips © his 
Head is mangked, wich Thorns; big Hands and Feet. 


N 8 with Nan (ibere is ne Wheſe + Part in his — 
| 5 * 
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nate, but its Meſſage is gracious. It fays to:your- 
Affections, “ Ariſe, and depart, for Here is not 
& your Reſt. There is a Land, where the Iuhabi- 
c tants ſball no more fay, IAM SICK. A Land, in 
„ which is the Fulneſs of Joys, and Pleaſures far 
<< evermore. There your true ere e is; there 
e Jet your Heart be alſo.” 

YESTERDAY, I doubt not, You was thinking of | 
HIM, who loved Us ; and waſhed Us from our- Sins, 
in his own Blood. Did You not follow Him to 
Gethſemane, and view Him in that memorable Gar- 
den? He is expoſed to the chilling Damps of the 
Night: He is proſtrate upon the cold Ground: yet, 
He ſweats—ſweats profuſely, - ſweats great Drops 
great Drops of Blood, falling down upon the Earth. 
—Did You not aſk your LORD, with Wonder 
and Sorrow ; Wherefore art Thou red in thine Ap- 
parel, and thy Garments like Him that treadeth in the 
Mine- Hat! Iſai. Ixiii. 3. And was not this the, 
gracious Anſwer? *I am proftrate upon the 
Ground; that Thou, Sinner, mayeſt be exalted 
« to the Heaven of Heavens, My Garments are 
c red, and my Body weeps Blood; that thou mayeſt 
« walk in white Robes, and rejoice in the Favour 
« of GOD for ever.” 

Dip you not behold Him tied to the Poſt, wh : 
out Friend to pity Him, or Eye to — 
Him? While the mercileſs Executioners ply the 
Scourge; redouble their Strokes; ; ſmite Him again 
and again; 00 cut Gaſhes in his F lb. like the 


Furrows, 
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mae which the 8 tears lein, * F 8 
F bez: gi ail ai 

As though the Scourge 3 not duh Blood 
re from his Back and Sides, they crown Him 
toit Thorns. What a Mockery was this! What a 
Torment! And how did Eis bleſſed; Head ach! 
They cruſh the Thorns into his Temples; theß | 
beat them down. with the Cane; they drive them _ 
deep into his Fleſh, and nail them in his very Scull. 
O! what a Shower of Blood * rain n 
Face and his Neck | 9 — 
Aix this does not ſatisfy che Darkatity: of the 
Jews, nor ſufficiently expreſs the Goodneſs of out 
LORD. He will give Us ſtill greater Proofs of 
his Love; and yet ſtronger Aſſurances of a com- 
plete Atonement. — They nail Him to the» Croſs; 
They pierce his Hands and his Feet. They hammer 
the dreadful Iron, through his racked Sinews, and 
eonvulſed Nerves. On theſe dreadful Nails his 
Body hangs: not for a few Minutes only, which 
would occaſion Pain inconceivable ; but for ſeveral 
_ tedious, diſmal Hours. During all which Time, 
the Weight of his Body wreathing with Torture 
muſt widen the Wounds ; muſt-jencreaſe-the An- 
guiſh ; and keep the crimſon Streams enen 


N 2 


flowing. 
+ ARE there not Wounds and; Fame tha. 
enough already ? ? His Skin is rent with Whips his 
Head is mangled with Thorns; his Hands and. F ect- 


are 588 with Nn cthere is ne Wheſe + Part in his . 
M4 * 
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Body. Afﬀter all theſe Sufferings, muſt "0 receive 
another Wound ? Muſt his Heart, his very Heart 


| be: ſtabbed? — Yes, Madam, for your Sins and 


mine, his Heart is {tabbed : his Heart is cut aſun- 


der: a Spear is plunged into his very Heart, and 


forthwith iſſues the little Remainder. of Blood that 


as left in this immaculate and divine Victim. 


WIAT Love was here !|—-What a Propitiation 


is this !—Great Reaſon had the Apoſtle to fay ; He 
loved Us; and waſhed Us from our Sins, in his own 


Blood. May the Contemplation and Belief of this 
precious Truth, be the Delight of your Soul in 
Life ; the Comfort of your Heart in Death ; and 
the Cauſe of your Confidence and Triumph, at the 
great and terrible Day of the LORD !—To the 
Pleaſure I take in forming ſuch a Wiſh, let 1 me add 
the Honour of profeſſing 1 1 

' Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 
April 21, 1753 and moſt obedient Servant. 


YL 


BELT 


L E TT ER -LVI. 
Mana, 


W oO ever ſailed round the World, withbut 
| meeting with rude Blaſts, and oppoſing 
Winds? And None can paſs to the Land of ever- 


laſting Reſt, free from al Diſturbance, exempt 
: from 
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from every Moleſtation.— But happy will theſe Diſ= 
turbances be, if they wean Us from the World, 
and drive Us to our GOD. Of whom it is faid, 
Thou ſhalt hide them privily by thine own” Preſence from 
the Provoking of all Men : thou ſhalt. keep them ſecretly 
in thy Tabernacle from the Strife of Tongues. 
WIEN We enter into the World, methinks, 
We launch into a troubled Sea. When We retire 
into the Cloſet, and exerciſe Ourſelves in GO D's. 
| Word, We find a quiet Haven.—I hope, this, and 
indeed every Occurrence, will.endear the BIBLE to 
your Ladyſhip ; will attach, more and more inſepa- 
rably, both your Affection and your Attention to 
the Scriptures. They are Sources of Peace, as well 
as Oracles of Truth. Let me ſpeak my own Sen- 
timents, and addreſs my honoured Friend, in the 
Language of that incomparable Book, I would re- 
commend. Bind it continaally upon thine Heart, and 
tie it about thy Neck. When Thou walkeſt, it ſhall 
lead Thee; when Thou ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep Thee; and 
when T hou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with T hee. | 
-Tatrs, I preſume, will find You in your rural 
| Receſs. Permit me to congratulate You on the 
| Occaſion; and to wiſh You much of the divine 
Preſence, while You contemplate the divine Works. 
In the magnificent Lamp of Day, You will ſee a 
Shadow of that SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS ;z whe 
ariſes, on a loſt World, with Healing under bis. 
Wings.—In the boundleſs Extent of the Skies, You 


wer "_ ſomewhat like a 1 Pattern of that 
ever- 
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everlaſting Mercy; which pardaneth. "FE and 


paſfeth by the Tranſgreſion of the Remnant of his He- 
ritage.— The copious, the majeſtic, the never- 
ceaſing Flow of the neighbouring River, will re- 
mind. You of that in-exhauſtible Fulneſs, which 


_ dwells in our adored REDtrmER: will prompt You 


to thirſt after thoſe living Waters, of which whoſo- 
ever drinks, ſhall thir/t no more; but they ſhall be in 
Himga Well of Waters, ſpringing up to eternal Life * 
will encourage You to expect the Accompliſhment | 
of that precious Promiſe, I the LORD do keep it: 


I will water it every Moment : leſt any hurt it, I will 


keep it Night and Day. — Mater it every Moment ! 
How benign and gracious is that Expreflion ! How 
perfectly well ſuited to our urgent and inceſſant Ne- 
ceſſities! Had it been ſaid, Every Jeet; every Day; 
every Hour ; it had been too little for our Exigen- 
cies. But this is juſt ſuch a Supply as We want. 
May it be your never-ſailing Refreſhment in this 


Life! and an Antepaſt of your inconceivable Hap- 


pineſs in a better Life =Your Command, with re- 
lation to the Affair, communicated in your laſt, 


| ſhall be punctually obeyed. —I am now going to ſet 


out for Northampton. Where I am to preach the 
Viſitation Sermon. I know not how I ſhall ſpeak, | 
fo as to be heard, in that very large and lofty 
Church. May the LORD G0 D omnipotent 
make his Strength . in my extreme Weakneſs ! 
My Text is, (what, I dare believe, is a favourite 
tt! 6h of — with * — 60D 
Jorbid, 


- 
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forbid, that I ſhould glory, ſerve in the. Craſs of "our: 
LORD FESUS CHRIST. Ol for the Elo- 
quence of an Apollos, and the Fervour of a Boas 
nerges, to treat worthily of ſuch a Subject. I: am 
quite aſhamed of my poor, jejune, ſpiritleſs Com- 
poſition. And I am no leſs aſhamed of my Unbe- 
lief: that I dare not truſt. GOD for Utterance 3 
but, before an Audience that is critical forſooth, 
muſt uſe my Notes. Ah!! Madam, fee my Fook= 
iſhneſs and vouchſafe your Pity. And as Vou 
ſometimes condeſcend to honour me with a Letter, 
| ſometime be pleaſed to remember in your Prayers 
| Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's much obliged + 

May 10, 1753. and ever grateful humble Servant. 
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He” much am 1 obliged to W not dy for” 
complying with” my late Requeſt, but for 
making the Enquiry in your own Perſon, and ſo 
ſpeedily favouring me with an Anſwer | Indeed, my 
Lady, I am deeply ſenfible of your Condeſcention 
and Kindneſs. O] that your Reward may be from 
the LORD, and your Recompence from your! 
GON! That You may find his Ear ever open to- 


your 


tie Roo” 
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5 Lady 


your Prayers; and his Hand ever ſtretehed out, to 
' uphold, to e to e. . _ 
| You! T 


I rave ordered my Bookſeller t to eranſcalt 1 
of the Sermons to Dr. Hales, according to his Di- 
rection. One for each of his Royal Patrons ; and 
one, I hope, He will pleaſe to accept Himſelf. May 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST ſanctify (for to 


Him nothing is impoſſible) ſuch a fight ler, : 


to their Edification and Comfort 
My Bookſeller has Orders to lodge a Packet at 
s, directed to your Ladyſhip ; which 
will contain four. Two You will permit me to 
preſent to your Ladyſhip ; and to beg the Favour of 
You to ſend the other, one to Lady Chefterfield, the 
other to the Counteſs Delits. And may the Father 
of Mercies fend his heavenly Bleſſing with all! 
 Inave been thinking Should one of thoſe Royal 
Perſonages, who perhaps may honour my Diſcourſe 


with a Peruſal, vouchſafe to call at my Houſe, or 


make me a tranſient Viſit ; I ſhould be aſtoniſhed at 
the Favour—Should One of them ſubmit to Poverty, 
or go into voluntary Exile, to do me Good; I ſhould 
be loſt in Wonder. It would create a painful De- 
light — But, ſhould Any of them, open their Boſom 
to the Sword, or tinge the Axe with their Blood, in 
order to ſave me from Ruin! My Heart can hardly 
bear the Thought. Surely, I ſhould much rather 
bid Death welcome, than obtain Life at ſuch a Price. 
Let, my honoured Madam, did not HE, who 
| | oi 


— —— — 
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is Prince of the Kings of the Earth, leave his celeſtial 
Throne for me? Did Hz not ſtoop to the loweſt 
Humiliation,” and had he where to lay his Head for 
me? Was He not willing, nay, deſirous to die; to 
die, like the vileſt Slave, and in the ſevereſt Tor- 
ment, for me? Theſe are his Words ; ; TI have a 
Baptiſm to be baptiſed withal; and how am I'ftraitent, 

till it be accompliſhed ! He longed (all-gracious, ever- 
bleſſed Being I) He longed for the Hour, when He 
ſhould give Us this amazing Demonſtration of his 


95 Love. When He ſhould ſpeak it, in dying Pangs; 


and write it, in his Heart's Blood. Can I wiſh 
You, Madam, a greater Bleſſing; than that You 
may be enabled 20 comprehend with all Saints, what 
is the Length and Breadth, and Height and Depth of 
this Love ?—And pray, don't diſhonour this ador- 
able and boundleſs Love, by entertaining hard or 
forbidding Apprehenſions of the altegether-lovely 
JESUS. Doubt not, but He has laid down his 
Life, in divinely-tender Compaſſion to your preci- 
ous Soul: That He has bore all your Sins, and 
fully expiated your Guilt: That He has the ſame 
Bowels of Mercy for You now, as when He hung 
in Agonies on the curſed Tree; will with-hold from 
You no Manner of Thing that is Good; and will 
never leave You, nor forſake You, till He brings You 
to his own bliſsful Preſence, and heavenly King- 
dom. TV beg leave to profeſs myſelf, 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's much n 
May 24, 1733 and * grateful humble Servant. 
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AM ſorry to TIM that You have not been per= 
fectly well. Might my Wiſhes prevail, You 


I 


| ſhould have no more Complaints of this Kind.— 


But perhaps it may be expedient for Us, to be viſit- 
ed with ſome Affliction. It may tend to wean our 
Affections from a Vale of Tears; and raiſe and fix 


them there, where true Joys are to be found. —In_. 


thoſe Manſions, which CHRIST is gone to prepare; 


in thoſe alone, complete Happineſs, and conſum-_ 


mate Righteouſneſs dwell. Every Languor that 
oppreſſes Us, every Pain that chaſtiſeth Us, is A 
friendly Monitor. It tells Us, that We are Strangers 
and Pilgrims below. It bids Us look upon the hea- 
venly Habitations, as our Home; and never think 
Ourſelves thoroughly happy, till We are abſent from 
the Body, and preſent with the LORD. May the 
Diſorders, which I daily feel, have this deſirable: 
Effect on my Heart! May your Ladyſhip receive 
the Admonition much EE nes and improve it 
much better 

Vo give me Pleaſure, by informing me, that 
my mean Preſent, and ſuperficial Sermon, met with 
Acceptance. Dr. Hales is very obliging. Surely, 
n n Condeſcention, and Benevolence make | 


or 


Lande FRANCE SHIRLEY. 175 
up his Soul. I cannot wiſh Him a greater Good, 
than an Advance i in this excellent Temper, and an 
Encreaſe of every ſpiritual Bleſſing.— Lady Cheſter- 
field does me an Honour; and I beg of Her and the 
Counteſs Delits to accept my grateful Acknowlege. 
ments. May they and your Ladyſhip enjoy the Pri- 
vileges mentioned in the Diſcourſe! Then, though 
the one be very mean, and vary ſmall; the other 
will be exceeding great, ineſtimably precious, and 
Juſt ſuch as I wiſh for my honourable Friends. 
- BuXowhy,; my honoured Madam, why ſhould 
You net enjoy the Reſt You deſire ? The ever- 
bleſſed and ever- compaſſionate TE SUS, invites You 
to come to Him; and promiſes, that He will give Du 
Felt. And He is faithful that promiſes. Heaven 
Aud Earth may paſs. away, but one Iota or Fittle of 
his Word ſhall not fail. — This is what We: have 
prayed for, many Years, in the. Devotions of our 
Church: That We may paſs our Time in Reſt 
<« and Quietneſs: in a holy. Tranquillity of Mind, 
ſweetened with inward Peace, and brightened with 
| heavenly Hope. And let Us not doubt, but the 
gracious GOD does hear, and will hear our Pray: 
ers, through the great Atonement and prevailing; 
| Interceſſion of his dear Son. — Our Church, teach- 
ing Us to pray for that Peace of Conſcience, which 
the World cannot give, adds; That our Hearts: 
<. may be ſet; to obey thy Commandments.” Very 
juſtly intimating, that ſpiritual Peace is a moſt ef- 
n 9 of Holineſs; a one of the beſti 
0 Pre- 
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Preſervatives from the Allutements' of W and 
the Temptations to Evil. I hope, therefore, that. 
the all-bountiful GOD, who hath Pleaſure in the 
Profperity of his Servants, will give You all Foy and 
Peace in believing. —It is the Supplication of an A- 
poſtle, which I have adopted for your Ladyſhip. 
Vou will pleaſe to obſerve the Expreſſion ; how full 
it is, and how rich. Peace—and not only Peace, 
but Foy—and not only ſome, but all Peace and Joy. 
Let me beg of You not to forget the Direction, or 
i the Way wherein theſe Mercies are to be obtained 
1 | —]IN BELIEVING. May the Father of Compaſſions, 
| and the GOD of all Comfort, enable You truly to 
1 believe; and You will experience that Peace, which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding. Enable You truly to 
believe That your Sins, Infirmities, and Follies, 
haue all been puniſhed in your divine Redeemer 
That his perfect Obedience and everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs, render Vou acceptable and complete before 
G0 D- That He intercedes for You at his Fa- 
ther's right Hand, that Vou may be Partaker of the 
Holy Ghost the ComForRTER; may be kept 
from Evil, -the Evil which is in your Heart, and 
which is in the World; that You may be made 
faithful unto Death, and inherit a Crown of Life. — 
This Faith 1s a Source, is the only Source, of ſub-, 
ſtantial and laſting Conſolation. | 
Bur what are the Obſtacles, and who are the 
Enemies, of your Repoſe ? Tell them, Madam, I 
ſend them a Challenge. | * me in your Ser- 
vice. 
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If they dare give me the Meeting, I queſtion 
_ bike I ſhall give a proper Account of them to 
your Ladyſhip.— Perhaps, You wonder, that ſo. 
puny a Creature ſhould pretend to act the Hero; 
and may be afraid to truſt your Intereſts, in ſo feeble 
a Hand. —Fear not, my good Madam. My Hand 
is feeble, I confeſs. But I have a Sword of hea- 
venly Temper ; powerful and reſiſtleſs. Which 
ſhall put them all to F light, or lay them dead at 
your Feet. | 
Staal. b beg the Favour of & r me Franks? 
and run more and more in e to your Genero- 


your "Ladyſhi p's 
Weston, obliged, 3 can 


June 12, 1753s hk | humble Servant. - 
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Mapan, 


I BELIEVE, 1 at leaſt, You have thought 
my Profeffions of Reſpect, Gratitude, and Duty, 
to be very ſincere. But you never apprehended, till 
the Receipt of my laſt Letter, that I had Zeal and 
Courage enough, to fight a Duel for your Ladyſhip. 
But I dare ſtand to my Challenge; and undertake 
to encounter not one only, but all the Enemies of 

5 1 | your 


* 
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your Tranquillity. For HE, whoſe Word is quick- 
and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword, 
hath ſaid, Great ſhall be the Peace of thy Children. 

Bur what muſt I ſay, for having the Honour of 
your Letter, and the Favour of your Franks, fome-. 
what more than a Week, and not making my Ac- 
knowlegements all this while ?—Indeed I know not 
what to ſay. I am aſhamed of myſelf. And I will 
tell You the very Truth, that I may be aſhamed of 
myſelf more and more.— I have often intended to 
write. Yet when I came to ſet Pen to Paper, I 
knew not what to indite. My Thoughts were all 
locked up. They ſympathized with external Na- 
ture. As there was a Drought upon the Earth, ſo 
the Springs of Invention (if ever I had any) were 
drained, —And now I am very unfit to converſe with 
your Ladyſhip. I am out of Humour and angry. 
Angry at myſelf, for giving You Reaſon to ſuſpect 
my Senſe of your Kindneſſes: and angry with my 
Servant, whom J have ſent abroad, with Orders to 
be at Home in due Time, and get my Horſe ready 
for an Airing. And though I have given Him 
Leave to take his Pleaſure twice this Week already, 
He thinks proper to indulge the third Time; and 
ſtays much longer than He need, much longer than 
He ought. 

: IT is unmanly, I own, and unchriſtian, to be 
diſcompoſed at ſuch Trifles, Yet I bleſs the re- 
ſtraining Grace of my G OD, that I am not aban- 
doned to Exceſs of Paſſion ; and hurried into furious 

Words, 
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Words; or outrageous Deeds. What would not 
the deceitful Heart of Man commit, if the Good- 
neſs of our heavenly Father did not interpoſe, to 
check, to curb, and controul? And adored be his 
gracious Name ! He has promiſed never to leave; 
nor to forſake (finally forſake) his People. Though 
they fall, they ſhall not be caft away, becauſe. the 
LORD upholdeth them with his Hand. ; SOUR 

You ſee, Madam, how weak, how deſpicable, 
how depraved I am: and will learn from hence, not to 
' think of your poor Correſpondent, more highly than You 
ought to think, May I ſee from hence, how un- 
ſpeakably L need a better Righteouſneſs than my 
own! Alas! how flimſy at the beſt, how tattered 


at the worſt, is the Cloathing of my own Attain- 


ments, my own Performances! But the Robe of 
Righteouſneſs, and the Garment of Salvation, which 
CHRIST has prepared, is PERFECT), and 
ENTIRE, wanting nothing. Believers are coM- 
PLETE IN HIM. As their Iniquities were imputed 
to Him; ſo his Obedience is imputed to them. The 
LORD made Him to be Sin for Us, who knew no 
Sin; that We might. be made the Righteouſneſs of - 
GOD in Him. h 
I nor, this everlaſting and Horious Righteouſ- 
neſs of our divine Redeemer will be precious, ex- 


Ceedingly precious to your Ladyſhip. May You 


have the cleareſt Apprehenſions of it, and an eſta- 
bliſhed Intereſt in it! May this be your Support, 


this your Conſolation, under all the Failings of the 
oe IN a - > © = na” 
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preſent State: till the Shadows of Imperfection and 

Mortality flee away; and the Day of Immortality 
and Glory dawns.—Permit me, Madam, though 
with much Confuſion, yet * the N 00S 


to ſubſcribe myſelf 9755 
Your Ladyſhip? s moſt obliged, 
- Weſton, aand moſt obedient . 
© June 30, 753. PE OS, humble Servant. 
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Mapau, 


O be continually writing the ſame Thing, 1 
know, is to violate the Rules of Delicacy. 
But your Acts of Condeſcention and Kindneſs are 
ſo inceſſant, that I muſt either treſpaſs upon Grati- 

tude, or offend againſt Elegance. Of the two, 1 
chuſe rather to be thought inelegant than ungrate- 
ful. Therefore, though my laſt Letter brought 
your Ladyſhip my beſt Thanks, this begs Leave to 


make the ſame Acknowlegements ; for your wel- 


come Preſent of a Parcel of Franks, and for your 
obliging Offer to ſupply me with more.—I believe, 
I ſhall have no Occaſion, to trouble You very ſoon. 
{ ſhall want none, I am pretty certain, for the Ser- 


vices which You ſeem to ſuſpect. TI have no Buſi- 


neſs going forward with the Printer, My laſt little 


BE TS, 
* 
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T had remained in the Obſcurity of Short- 


Fand; if the Father of the afflicted Vouth, had not 


importuned me to ſend my Sermon on a degging 
Errand. I gave it Him, as a Kind of Lottery- 


Ticket; not without ſome Hopes, and many Pray- 
ers, that it might meet with Succeſs, and come up 
a Prize, Nor have I Reaſon to repent, but Cauſe 
to bleſs the divine Providence; For, though He 
printed two thouſand, He tells me, they are almoſt 
all fold. May this teach me, and may happier no- 
- bler Experience teach your Ladyſhip, the Truth of 
that Royal Maxim; Commit thy Way unto the | 
LORD, and He ſhall bring it is paſs. 

I THoucnT, I ſhould amuſe You (and how 
glad ſhall I be, if I have comforted You!) by draw- 
ing back the Curtain, and giving You a View of 
my Heart.—A View! No, Madam, it was only a 
| Glance. Could You ſee all the Folly and Irregu- 
larity, all the Meanneſs and Abſurdity, all the In- 
clinations to Sin, and every Motion of Evil; You 
would admire the divine Goodneſs, which bears 
with ſo vile and baſe a Wretch. You would ſee 
accompliſhed, in the moſt glaring Manner, that 
ſcriptural Deſcription; The Heart is deceitful above 
all Things, and deſperately wicked, You would. be 
apt to ſay, with Eyes lifted up to Heaven; Bleſſed 
be GOD for JESUS CHRIST! That poor 
Sinners have his divine Blood to cleanſe them, and 
| his unſpotted hg to n chem ! 
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. I as8VRE You, Madam; that, notwithſtanding 


all my Prayers, all my -V igilance, all my Endea- 
yours; I have ſo much unſubdued Corruption re- 
maining in my Soul, as would ſink me in Deſpair, 
or hurry me into Diſtraction; were it not for that 


GREAT, that AMIABLE, that DELIGHTFUL Name, 
The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
—But hither I fly (O! that I might do it every 
Moment!) On this I truſt (O! that I could do it 
with FULL AssURANcE of Faith!) For thus I 
argue: Though my Depravity is great, GREATER 
far is my Saviour's Merit. What can equal the 


Merit of GOD's glorious, GON's inconceivably 


gloriqus Son? It is neither Rant nor Enthuſiaſm, 
it is the Voice of Sobriety and Reaſon to ſay; There 
never was, never can be any Thing, ſo immenſely 
precious, as the Obedience and Death of HIM, 
who was once faſtened w:th Nails to the Croſs, but 


now fits at the right Hand of the Majeſty in the 


Heavens. Good Madam, let Us never forget this 
our Reſting- Place. Eyen our Infirmities may be 
ſerviceable, if they teach Us to renounce Ourſelves, 


and quicken our Application to CHRIST. Neab's 


Dove would fain have found ſomewhat to ſettle on; 
ſome Branch of a Tree, or ſome Top of a e 
tain. But finding nothing, after all her weariſome 

Excurſion, ſhe was conſtrained to return, and take 
up her Abode in the Ark. This ſeems to be an 


Emblem of the Soul, that ſeeks for Comfort and 
Salvation. We try; we try again and again; We 


try 
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ery ten thouſand Times, to get something & of our 
own ; on which to fix our Hope, from which to 
derive our Conſolation. But when, after repeated 
Experiments, We perceive, That all We have, all 
We do, is miſerably deficient, is ſhamefully de- 


 praved: then, if the Hory SyiriT teſtify of 


CHRIST in our Hearts, We are made willing, 
We are made deſirous, to come to the ALL 
SUFFICIENT Repzemter. Then We come 
to Him, as the Prodigal to his Father, not for ſome- 
ting only, but for our ALL; with no other Re- 
commendation, if it may be fo hens. but our 
| Miſery and Indigence. 
TEN, We look unto CHRIS T, as the Needle 
points to the North. Then, We cleave unto 
CHRIST, as the Girdle of a Man cleaveth unto his 
Tons. Then, We count ALL Things but Dreſs, 
that We may win CHRIST, and be found in Him. 
—O! how dear and deſirable, are the unſearchable 
Riches of a Saviour, to ſuch wretched Inſolvents; 
ſuch abſolute Bankrupts !—And dare I call my right 
honourable, and highly honoured Correſpondent, a 
Bankrupt ?—T dare do this, and more.—T beſeech 
the GOD and Father of our LORD FESUS_ 
CHRIST to convince Her thoroughly, that fuch 
is her State in ſpiritual Things. Becauſe, this Con- 
viction is the Way, not to Treaſure only, but to a 
Kingdom. Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs i; 
the Kingdom of Heaven, And how earneſtly do 1 
long, to have my noble Benefactreſs, poſſeſs a 
1 N 4 | ts | 
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' Treaſure, that will never fail; a Kingdom, that will 
never be removed; and a Bleſſedneſs, that is incon- 
ceivable and everlaſting |! 

I AM pleaſed to hear your Account of Lord 
— —, and his diitinguiſhed Accompliſhments. 

T hope, the many Prayers of his godly Mother will 
be heard n his Behalf. That He may be like Jo- 
ſeph, Obadiah, and Daniel. Who, to all the fine 
Qualities, which form the Gentleman, the Politi- 
cian, the Hero, added the Faith of GOD's Ela. 
This, I am perſuaded, was far from obſcuring the 
illuſtrious Figure, which they made while on Earth: 
and, I am very ſure, it is no Blemiſh in their Cha- 
racter, now they are numbered with Saints in Glory 
everlaſting. 

Ir Vou, Madam, make an Apology for the 
Length of your Letter, what muſt I ſay ?—I know, 
what the polite World would ſay, were they to ſee 
this tedious and indigeſted Epiſtle ; That I had com- 
mitted a moſt unhappy Miſtake, and ſent You my 

| Sermon-Notes inſtead of a Letter. But if You 
ſhould be ſo candid, as to meaſure the Sincerity of 

my Reſpect, by the Length of my Letter; and read, 
in the Number of my Lines, the Ardour of my 
Wiſhes for your Happineſs ; this will be a A ha 
Satisfaction to, 


1 3 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 
July 15, 175% and moſt obedient Servant, 


LET- 
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L. E 1 T. «1 
- Manan, 


OME Time ago, 1 ſent You a very FR Let- 

ter; and now I take Leave,' to trouble You 
with another,—If You aſk my Reaſon for doing 
ſo: it is, I aſſure your Ladyſhip, principally with 
this View; That You may not think, I expect Let- 
ter for Letter, — No, Madam: I have a deeper 
- Senſe of the Benefits, which I have received from 
your Friendſhip, than to ſtand upon any ſuch 
Terms; and a juſter Eſteem of the Honour, which 
I enjoy in your Correſpondence, than to indulge 
any ſuch Arrogance.—When You pleaſe to write, 
| I am delighted. When You think proper to be 
ſilent, I am content. In both Caſes, and at all 
Times, I think, I may venture to ſay, without 
Vanity or without Falſhood, I am grateful. Hearti- 
ly wiſhing, and often praying; That our LORD 
FESUS CHRIST himſelf, and GOD even our 
Father, may give You everlaſting Conſolation, and good 
Hope through Grace ! May comfort your Heart, and 
eſtabliſh Yau in every good Word and Wark! 

WI1LL your Ladyſhip permit me, to fill up the 
Remainder of my Paper with the Thoughts, which 
have been the Subject of our Diſcourſe at the Tea- 
Table, and which are ſtill warm on my own Mind? 
The Weather being wet and tempeſtuous, brought 
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to our Remembrance that cheari ng and comfortable 


Paſſage, where it is ſaid of CHRIST JESUS; 
He fhall be for a Place of Refuge, and for 4 Covert 
from Storm and from Rain. 

How, or in what Reſpects, ſhall CHRI ST an- 


ſwer theſe defirable Purpoſes !—Becauſe, He is our 


Surety. He has put Himſelf in our Stead. He has 
undertaken to anſwer all Accuſations, that may be 
brought againft Us; and to fatisfy all Demands, 


that may be made upon Us. 


Has the Law of GOD any Charge againſt Us ? 
te has. The Law faith, Curſed is He that con- 
tinreth net in all Things, that are written in the Book 


8 of the Law to do them. And inftead of continuing 


in ALL, We have continued in none. We have 
not perfely kept any, but have repeatedly broke all 
the Commandments. Broke them, if not in the 


outward Act, yet in our Hearts — If not in the 


Sight of our Fellow-Creatures, yet before the all- 
ſeeing GOD—IF not in the literal, yet in the ſpi- 
ritual Senſe of the Precepts. Therefore, the Law 
pronounces Us accurfed : and the Law cannot be 
broken. Heaven and Earth may paſs away, ſooner 


than one Iota or Tittle of its Commands ſhall be 


unfulfilled, or of its Threatnings unexecuted. To 
reſcue Us from this dreadful Condition, the bleſſed 
JESUS faid; * Upon me be their Curſe. I am 
cc content to be treated as an accurſed Creature. 


Let all that _ and Wrath, which are due 


- $6 to 
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Hap the Juſice of G OD any Ce 
with Us ?—lIt had. Juſtice ſolemnly declared, The 
Soul that finneth, ſhall die. All We have ſinned, and 
dealt wickedly. Death therefore is our due: Death 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. — But our adored 
REDEEMER put Himſelf at our Head; became re- 
ſponſible for all our Provocations ; and faid, as it is 
moſt ſweetly recorded in the Book of Job, Deliver 
ther from going down into the Pit: I have found a 
Ranſom. Here am I; prepared and determined 
„to expiate their Iniquities: though it coſt me 
„ Tears and Groans, Agonies and Blood.“ —Ac- 
cordingly, the Sword of inflexible Juſtice awoke; 
ſheathed itfelf in his ſacred Heart; and took full 
Vengeance on the Royal and Immaculate L ORD, 
that it might ſpare his mean and ſinful Servants. 
Tux Authority of GOD had a Demand upon 
Us; That We ſhould keep the divine Law, or elſe 
never expect a Title to eternal Life. This do, and 
Thou ſhalt live; is a Decree, that will never be re- 
pealed.—It was impoſſible for our fallen Nature, to 
perform the heavenly Commandment, in all the 
Extent of its Requirements. Therefore, our ever- 
gracious Maſter became our Surety. HE, who 
gave the Law, was made under the Law. H E, 
who is Ruler over all, ſubjected Himſelf to our 
Obligations: in our Place, and in our Stead, He 
fulfilled all, that the Law commanded, - On pur- 


poſe, 
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poſe, that He might anſwer that amiable CharaQer, 
TRE LORD ouR RIOGHTEOUSNESS. On Pur- 


poſe, faith the inſpired Writer, That by his Obe- 


dience Moe might be made righteous. Rom. v. 19. 


Ix theſe Reſpects, the LORD JESUS is 10 
Refuge and Shelter. A Refuge, ever open and free 


of Acceſs to all Sinners: a Shelter, inviolably ſe- 


cure and never to be penetrated by any Danger.— 
Lot was ſafe, when He fled to Zoar. Noah was 


ſafe, when He was ſhut up in the Ark. The Pro- 


phet was fafe, when Chariots of Fire and Horſes of 


Fire were all around Him. And are not they 


equally fafe, who fly to this divinely excellent M- 


' DIATOR ? Who are intereſted in his atoning Death, 


his juſtifying Righteouſneſs, his prevailing Inter- 


ceſſion? They may boldly fay; they may rejoice 


and ſing; We have a ſtrong City, in our great Re- 
deemer's Grace and Love. Salvation, Salvation 
itſelf, hath GOD appointed for our Walls and Bul- 
warks. 
WIILE Others, therefore, are hafting to gay 
Amuſements : while Others are puſhing their Way 
to Preferments, or aſpiring after worldly Honours : 
may You, Madam, be purſuing the heavenly Plan, 
and flying for Refuge to the Hope ſet before You.— 


Did I know a more deſirable Blefling, or a more 


diſtinguiſhed Happineſs, this would not be the in- 


variable Wiſh of, 
Weſton, . Lean 0 
Avge 4, 1753 moſt obliged humble Servant 
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T FULLY a to A0 the: very! firſt Op- 
portunity of acknowleging the Honour of your 


laſt: but have been obliged, by ſueceſſive Interrup- = 


tions, to poſtpone this Satisfaction, till the preſent 
Moment. I beg of your Eadyſhip never to men- 
tion the Word forgive, as it ſtands connected in 
your Letter. Expect nothing from me, but the 
| Reſpect, which I owe to your Dignity, and the 
Gratitude, which I owe for your Favours. 
MR. —— I! ſeldom ſee, We rarely meet, but 
our Sentiments claſh, and ſome ſparring Blows in- 
tervene. This does not indeed alienate our Affec- 
tions, or deſtroy our Friendſhip; but it renders our 
Interviews leſs pleaſing, and leſs improving. He is 
iünſeparably attached to his myſtic Writers, and not 
a little zealous to propagate their Peculiarities. He 
can hardly forbear obtruding them, on every Occa- 
fron, am in every Company. Which, to my cer- 
tain Knowlege, has prejudiced Some, diſguſted O— 
thers, and ſtartled More. Whereas, when He does 
not ſoar in thoſe ſuper-celeſtial Heights, but con- 
deſcends to talk on a Level with the Apprehenſions 
of common Chriſtians; none is more acceptable, 
none more uſeful. il | 
| See, Madam, what Alok We Ao to ſeek for 


Wiſdom from above ! Nut the bleſſed GOD may 
guide 
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wo LOO PODS = xo | 
guide Us with his Counſel, and enable Us fo behave 
Ourſelves wiſely in all our Ways. A Point of ſuch 
great Importance, that it is mentioned, and by the 
HoLy SIRIT of GOD, no leſs than four Times 
in one Chapter, concerning David. 1 Sam. xviii. 
5, 14, 15, 30. Does not your Ladyſhip often re- 
member, and as often pleadin humble Prayer, ſuch 
Promiſes as thoſe, Pſal. xxxii. 8. Tſar. lviii. 11. 
IAM glad to hear, that Mr. is ſo. full of 
Joy. May his Joy be laſting, as well as flowing! 
Though I ſincerely wiſh. it, yet I hardly expect it. 
For I think, his Notions are calculated, to bring 
the Soul into Bondage; and oppreſs it with Sad- 
neſs ; rather than to create that Peace of GOD, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding, or ſhed abroad that 
Joy in the Heart, which 20 Man taketh from Us. 
I Have no Thought of ſeeing London. Though 
to enjoy your Ladyſhip's Company, would be a 
very great Inducement. My frequent Infirmities 
are a Chain, which confines me to the Spot, where 
I am ſettled. When You caſt your Eye upon an 
aged Tree, ſay, That is a Picture of Hervey.“ 
Where the One, and where the Other is fixed, 
there they both muſt continue. Only with this Dif- 
ference, that the latter hopes, ere long, to be 
tranſplanted into the Courts of the living GOD. 
Then, He may be ſeen to revive as the Corn, and 
grow as the Vine. Then, his Leaf ſhall not fade; 
and loo, whatſoever He doeth, it ſhall proſper. — 
There, I truſt to meet your Ladyſhip. There to 


ſee 
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ſee Lou, walking among the Angels of Light; or 
ſitting on a Throne of Glory; or proſtrate at thoſe 
Feet, which were pierced with Irons, and nailed to 
the curſed Tree, for your Salvation. This perhaps, 
when We ſee clearly the Lengths and Breadths, the 
Heights and Depths of our adored Redeemer's Love, 
will be eſteemed the moſt deſirable Poſture, and _-" 
molt delightful Employ. 85 
TIL I am admitted to this Honour, I ſhall _ 
* be ambitious to profeſs myſelf, x 


| Weſton, © © Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient 
Ds RITA and _ humble Servant. 


-— 


LE TT EM RR 
Mapan, 


| I HAVE neither con nor written a ſingle Line, 

> ſince I had the Pleaſure of peruſing your Let- 
ter. Entertainment and Buſineſs muſt both ſtand 
aſide, while I pay my grateful Acknowlegements to 
your Ladyſhip. Vou are pleaſed to aſk, © If I am 
& angry?” And You will give me Leave to anfwer 
without Ceremony; © That I am angry: very an- 
« pry,” —Can Your bear ſuch Language, ſuch a 
Reply, from a Perſon ſo highly obliged to your Ge- 
neroſity?— Ves, Madam; You will not only bear 

805 | it, 
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it, but approve it, when I farther declare, That all 
my Anger falls upon myſelf. | 
My Silence, I muſt own, ſeems ſullen and diſre- 
ſpectful. And for this I am angry, at this I am 
grieved, that I ſhould ſo much as ſeem wanting in 
my Duty to a valuable and honoured Friend, But 
my Conduct, upon Examination may perhaps put 
on a difterent Aſpect, and appear decent and becom 
ing. I have been very ill: indeed, Madam, I have; 
notwithſtanding what the Wine-Merchant ſays: 
whoſe Spirits, I ſuppoſe, are like the Commodity 
He deals in, mantling and florid ; and who will not 
allow me to be indiſpoſed, unleſs I keep my Cham- 
ber, or ſend for the Doctor. But my Conſtitution 
has been drooping; and my Spirits upon the Ebb. 
I have been aſhamed of myſelf, and diſſatisfied with 
my own Thoughts. And ſhould I, in ſuch a diſa- 
greeable Habit, obtrude myſelf or my Sentiments 
on your Ladyſhip's Notice ?—The whole World, I 
dare ſay, would pronounce my Behaviour right. 
The whole World would be of Opinion, That the 
lucid Intervals of Life ſhould be appropriated to 
your Correſpondence. That only my ſhining Mo- 
ments, only the Gleams of Sprightlineſs and Joy 
(if any ſuch I have) ſhould be devoted to your Ser- 
vice. Theſe, however few, or however dim, they 
may be at preſent ; I hope, they will ere long be 
brighter and more abundant. There is a Time, 
and there is a World, when the Light of the Sun 
wil be as the Light of ſeven Days; when our Sun 
will 
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will no more go down, but ſhine with un-intermit- 
ted and everlaſting Luſtre. —This Hope, ſays the 
| ſacred Writer, Ve have as an Anchor of the Soul, 1 
f ſure and ſtedfaſt. And this Anchor is fixed on the 
ineffable Merit, Righteouſneſs, and Interceſſion of 
our divine Redeemer. Can I wiſh You a better 
| Blefling, than that You may abound in this Hope, 
through the Power of the Holy Ghoft ?— Tis impoſſi- 
ble to conceive a more real Happineſs. —May You 
therefore, Madam, wait all the Days of your ap- 
pointed Time, confiding in JESUS your Saviour, 
and rejoicing in Hope of the Glory of GOD Alt is 
the Wiſh, and I ſhould be without Excuſe, if it 
was not alſo the Prayer of, 


| | Madam, 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 


Nov. 17, 1753 maoſt obedient Servant. 


— 


— — 


LETTER LXV. 


MIA 


1 CANNOT paſs this Joyful ligt e 
congratulating Vou on the happy Oceaſion. 


Give me Leave to addreſs your Ladyſhip with the 


Compliments of the Seaſon ; and to aſſure You, 
that they are as ſincere from me, as they are cuſ- 
tomary from all. 


" 8 


* 
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GOD MADE FLESH, is the greateſt Honour to 


our Nature, and the greateſt Bleſſing to our Per- 
ſons, that can poſſibly be conceived. When there- 
fore We commemorate this glorious and delightful 
Tranſaction, there juſtly may be amongſt Us, as 


there was at the Fegſt of Tabernacles, VERY GREAT 
Gladneſs. | 

Now I mention the Feaſt of Tabernacles, might 
not the Celebration of that Feſtival be a Type of 
our LORD's Incarnation ? The Ceremony was 
very remarkable, and equally pleaſing : for which 
Reaſon, You will permit me to tranſcribe the Ac- 
count. Ye ſhall take the Boughs of goodly Treg 
Branches of Palm-Trees, and the Boughs of thick 
Trees, and Willows of the Brook, and ye _ dwell in 
Booths ſeven Days. 

Taz immediate Deſign of this Ordinance was, 
to keep up, among the Iſraelites, the Remembrance 
of that wonderful Period ; when the whole Nation 
of their Anceſtors, for the Space of forty Years, 
dwelt neither in Cities, nor Villages, nor Houſes, 
but in Tents and in the Wilderneſs. For thus 
adds the ſacred Ritual; That your Generations may 
know, that 1 made the Children of Ijrael to dwell in 
Booths, whens 1 brought them out of the Land 'of 
Egypt. 

Tk remote, and the nobler Defien might be, 
to foreſhew that far more amazing, and infinitely 
more benign Event, when the Son of the moſt 


High GOD condeſcended to become Man: to 


take 
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take up his Abode in a Tenement of Clay, and a 
Vale of Tears. — This ſeems probable, from the 
general Tenour of the Jewiſh Inftitutions ; which 
was, to be a ſhadowy Repreſentation of good Things 
to come, — It is ſtill more probable, from the Ex- 
preſſion made Uſe of by the inſpired Writer; The 
Word was made FLESH, and dwelt, or as the Ori- 
ginal imports, pitched his Tent, tabernacled among 
U:.—Here, Madam, We have a ſcriptural Clue, 
to lead Us into the ſpiritual Senſe : and, following 
ſuch a Guide in aur Allegories, We are ſure not 
to allegorize at random. 
| May We adore the Goodneſs of this ſtupendous 
Vouchſafement, and rejoice in the Benefits reſulting 
from it. Hence We learn, more effectually than 
from all the Eloquence. of. Words, or from the 
greateſt Multiplicity of other Gifts, What Manner 
of Love the eternal GOD bears even to his fallen 
Creatures. Since the LORD of all was Partaker 
of our Fleſh and Blood, We may chearfully expect 
to be made Partakers of the divine Nature.—And 
ſince the KING IMMORTAL diſdained not to inha- 
bit our inferior World, We may humbly hope not 
to be denied Admittance into the EVERLASTING 
KINGDOM. Not to be denied Admittance? Ra- 
ther, to have AN ABUNDANT ENTRANCE. For 
Fe know, ſays the Apoſtle, We have an aſſured | 
Truſt, that when our earthly H. ouſe of this Tabernacle 
is diſſolved, We have a Building of GOD, an Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
LE O 2 | Let 
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LE r me wiſh To! Madam, to abound in this 
blefſed Hope, through the Power of the Hol v 
Grosr. That You may live in the delightful 
Views of entering, in due Time, into thoſe bliſsful 
Manſions ; and of enjoying, for ever, their mag- 


nificent and glorious LORD. This will make it 


Chriſtmas, or a Seaſon of Joy and Triumph, all 
the Year round. — To this With permit me to add, 
what it is as much my Ambition, as my Duty to | 
* that | 


| | I am 
| Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 
Per. 245 2756 moſt obedient, humble Servant. 


P. 8. SHALL I ſubjoin an Extract from a Book 
lately publiſhed, by an Author remarkable and emi- 
nent in the learned World? It may look like Va- 
nity; and, I fear, is not wholly free from it. But, 
I think, my principal Motive is your Ladyſhip's 
Satisfaction. Becauſe, it relates to a little Piece, 
in which You, Madam, are concerned ; which in- 
deed owes its Being to your Injunctions. Dr. 
Shuckford, to whom I am entirely unknown, and 
whom I know only by his celebrated Treatiſe, en- 
titled The Connection, &c. is pleaſed to write thus, 


in his laſt Work; „How dogmatically He can 


« abuſe the Scriptures (ſpeaking of Lord B.) not 
« really knowing them, muſt be evident to every 
's moſt exce]- 
e Jent Remarks on Lord P————'s Letters; a 
| e « Treatiſe 


Lapy FRANCES SHIRLEY. 197 


&« Treatiſe. worthy Every One's attentive Confi= 
&& (eration.” -I bleſs GOD, for giving it Accept- 


| ance, with ſo able a Judge; and I humbly beg, that 


it may be for the Honour, not of the Writer, who 
will ſoon be no more; but of that facred Word, | 
which abideth for ever. | 


L FF Be I. 
Maran, 
O favour me with your Advice, and without ' 
delaying a ſingle Poſt, is doubly. kind and 

\ obliging. I really think, You have happily ſolved 
my Difficulty, and properly adjuſted Matters be- 
tween the Biſbop and the Doctor. To give or drop 
ſuch a Hint, as your Ladyſhip propoſes, in my Let- 
ter to the Biſhop, is all that I dare venture to do. 
And in doing this, I ſhall pay a due Regard to the 
Motion of the Worthy Doctor, yet not act contrary 
to Decency and Self-difidence. — Nevertheleſs, I 
cannot perſuade myſelf, that the PRINCE will ever 
_ reliſh, or that the Perſons about him would be willing 
to have Him imbibe, ſuch Notions as mine, My 
Notions would tell Him, that, amidſt all his Royal 
Grandeur, He is a poor undone Sinner; that, amidſt 
all his Royal Power, He is unable to think a good 
7. —_—_ or do any Thing to effect his Recovery. 
2 That, 


1 
. Fi 7 
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That, for Recovery and Salvation He muſt be 


obliged, wholly obliged, obliged as much as the 
Meaneſt of his Subjects, to the PRINCE of 


PEACE; to the BLoop of his Cross, and the 


Grace of his Spixir. And do You imagine, 
Madam, that ſuch Doctrines will go down at 
Court? Will Humility be welcome in the Head- 
Quarters of Vanity? To GOD indeed nothing 
is impoſſible. The Hearts of Kings are in the 
Hand of the LORD. I am glad, your Ladyſhip 
approves my Alterations. Having received your 
Approbation, they are gone to the Preſs.—I ſhould 


have acknowleged your Goodneſs, in giving me 


your valuable Advice, and ſending me a freſh Supply 


of Franks. By the laſt Poſt I ſhould have made my 


Acknowlegements ; but I was full of Buſineſs in 
preparing a ſcriptural Index for my Book. And 
even now it is not finiſhed ; ſtill my Hands are en- 
gaged; and I have ſcarce a Moment to ſpare. 
Which I believe, which I am perſuaded, You will 
admit as an Excuſe for the Shortneſs of my Letter ; 
and if You ſhould be pleaſed to think, the Gratitude 
of my Heart is the very Reverſe of the Scantineſs 
of my Epiſtle, You will think the Truth of, 


Madam, 
Weſton, — Your moft cbliged - 
Jan. 2, 1754. | humble Servant. 


LET. 
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T 
MApDAM, 


E RMI T me to acknowlege, with Pleaſure and 

Gratitude, the Receipt of your laſt obliging 
Letter. —This, I hope, will find your Ladyſhip re- 
covered, -from the Fatigue of attending, and from 
the Affliction of loſing, a valuable Friend. —Friends, 
though a delightful, are a precarious Poſſeſſion. 
Here, they are only lent Us for a few Moments : 
in Heaven, they will be our own for ever. Let Us 
then, according to our reſpective Abilities, facilitate 
and expedite each Others Progreſs to that Land of 
Life, of Love, and inviolable Security. 
I am obliged to Lord N , for having any 
tolerable Opinion of a certain Perſon and his Writ- 
ings.—With regard to the Affair of the Franks, I 
was unſpeakably more concerned for your Ladyſhip, 
than for myſelf. It grieved me to think, that You 
ſhould condeſcend, in my Favour, to aſk, and, on 
my Account, have the Mortification of a Denial. 
1 dare ſay, You don't often do the former; and I 
aſſure myſelf, You have not often met with the 
latter.—I rejoice, however, that You are enabled 
to diſregard ſuch ruffling Accidents, and are ſupe- 
rior to ſuch low Vexations. They would almoſt 


break a proud Perſon's Heart, but will not break an 


humble Perſon's Reſt.— May your Ladyſhip be more 
„ and 
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and more conformed to the Example of that divine 
Being, who was illuſtrious and admirable for every 


Enxcelleney, but for nothing more than his Humi- 
lity, Meekneſs, and Lowlineſs of Mind | This may 


not be the modiſh, but it is the real Delicacy and 
Dignity, It is the Faſhion, that prevails in the 
Court of Heaven, and will be in Voce through 
the Ages of Eternity. a 

WAT I took Leave to lay before your Lady- 
ſhip, with regard to a late Pamphlet, was for the 
Sake of your own Honour; and, if Need be, for 
the Vindication of your Judgment. I am deter- 
mined to mention it to no One beſides. For, what 
have I to do with Applauſe? Or, if I ſhould covet 
any Thing of this Nature, What is the true Ap- 
plauſe ? — The Seal of GOD; the Teſtimony of 
the Reader's Conſcience his Saying, as He reads, 


$ This is inſtructive; this is animating; this is 


«& comfortable. This chears my Heart, or quickens 
“ my Graces: this enlightens my Underſtanding, 
and does my Soul Good Hike a Medicine,” — This is 


truly valuable Praiſe. After this alone I would 


aſpire. And this comes, not from the Voice of 
Fame, but from the Operations of the BLESSED 
SPIRIT, | 

I BELIEVE, I am not acquainted with the Au- 
thor, who was ſo happy as to pleaſe your Ladyſhip's 
Talte, and to eſtabliſh your Faith. Taylor upon 


L£14:t9 working by Love, is what I never read; O! 


that I may know its Fruth 95 bappy eee 
The 
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The Love of CHRIS T is the true Source of Re- 
pentance, the true Spur of Obedience, and the true 
Perſuaſive to Mortification. It will make even the 
ſtern Countenance of that dreaded Duty wear a 
Smile. Under its Influence, the difficult Taſk of 
Self-Denial becomes, not practicable only, but eaſy 
and eligible. We ſhall, without Reluctance, deny 
Ourſelves for HIS Sake, who has obtained Pardon 
of Sin and eternal Redemption for Us. We ſhall 
gladly renounce any alluring Vanity for HIS Ho- 
nour, who has made Us Children of GOD, and 
Hers of Glory. We ſhall be ready to diſtribute and 
willing to communicate, for the Relief of the afflicted 
Servants; when We believe, that their exalted 
LORD emptied even his Veins, and laid down 
his very Life, for our Salvation. — May that glorious 
GOD who pours the Light of Day through the 
Univerſe, ed abroad this Love of CHRIST in 
your Ladyſhip's Heart! 

Axp O! what abundant Reaſon have We to 
love that all-gracious Redeemer |—You love the 
generous Lady, who left You all that She poſſeſſed. 
This eminent Act of Kindneſs endears her Memory, 
and encreaſes your Affection. How dear then! 
how tranſcendently dear and precious, ſhould the 
bleſſed JESUS be to your Ladyſhip ! Since He 
lived for You; died for You; and not only remem- 
 bered You in his Will, but begueathed to You all 
his unſearchable Riches —I have an authentic Copy 
of his Will; and, when I have the Honour of 

| writing 
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writing to You again, I propoſe to tranſcribe two 
or three of the noble Clauſes, which ſpecify ſome 
of thoſe ineſtimable a: given to You, Ma- 
dam, and to 

Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 
Jan. 26, 17 54. and moit obedient humble Servant. 


rn 


MA DAM, a 
SCARCELY know how to expreſs my Thank- 


fulneſs for the double Favour, of excuſing my 
long Silence, and ſealing my Pardon by a welcome 

Preſent. May the great eternal G OD abundantly 
bleſs You with his Love, 2 You unto the Day | 

Redemption ! | 
My Brother brought the Franks. Their Num- 
ber gave me a dean Idea of your Ladyſhip's Ge- 
neroſity. Other People will hardly come up to our 
Requeſts. It is your Delight to exceed our Ex- 
pectations. And as it is your Delight, it is alſo 
your Honour and your Happineſs. This is to imi- 
tate the ſupreme Eeneſactor, who prevents poor Sin- 
ners with the Elefimgs of his Goodneſs. Who, when 
We deſerved no Mercy, gave Us the moſt unſpeak- 
ably precious Gift. Gave his Son, his divine and 
adorable Son, to be made Sin for Us, that We might 
be 
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be made THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
in HI. 
Wx have had, after a 1 Saceafiion of very ry 
Weather, the molt ſeaſonable and refreſhing Rains. 
The GOD of Nature has watered the Earth, and 
made it fruitful. The Meadows are covered with 
Herbage, and the Fields ſtand thick with Corn. 
The little Hills (according to the Pſalmiſt's beautiful 
Deſcription) clap their Hands, and the Vallies laugh 
and fing. And will the GOD of Grace with-hold 
his bleſſed Spirit? Will He fructify the Clods of the 
Ground, and leave the Souls, the immortal Souls 
of his People, barren and deſolate? No; He hath 
ſpoken in his Holines, and ſolemnly promiſed ; I will 
pour Waters upon Him that is thirſly, and Rivers up- 
on the dry Ground; I will pour my Spirit. Not drop 
der diſtill, but pour — and not Waters only, but Ri- 
ver Communications of my Grace, copious as the 
liquid Treaſures, and inceſſant as the everlaſting 
Flow, of the majeftic Stream. May this bleſſed 
Promiſe be made good to You, Madam! Fly for 
Refuge to JESUS CHRIST, and it is your's. 
Lean upon your beloved Ragan, and verily it 
ſhall be fulfilled. 

I Have encloſed a-little Collection of ſcriptural 
Promiſes, relating to the moſt important Intereſts 
of the Chriſtian, and the moſt prefling Exigencies 
of his probationary State. I have cauſed two thou- 
ſand of them to be printed: in order to diſpoſe of 
them among my Friends and the Poor. If paſted, 
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the one at the Beginning, the other at the End of 
their Bibles, they may be a little Caſket of ſpiritual 

Conſolation.—Be ſo good as to accept the Trifle, 
and I will think of the Serpent that preſented a Roſe 
to Jupiter; the loweſt Reptile to the Monarch of 
Heaven. Should your Ladyſhip chuſe to do the 
Paper an Honour, by giving it to any Perſons, You 
will pleaſe to command a Supply. The Contents 
of it, I hope, will comfort, enlighten, and edify 
their Hearts, 

May I promiſe Myſelf the Benefit of your Opi- 
nion, concerning the Publication of three Volumes. 
As You know the Taſte and Temper of the polite 
World, I ſhould be much obliged for your Advice. 
And I beg You will not flatter my Vanity; but if 
You think, that three Volumes on a religious Sub- 
ject will be inſapportable, be fo kind as to tell me 
plainly. I would fain write, what may be accepta- 
ble, in order to write what may be uſeful ; and, for 
my own Part, I really am afraid, that ſo large a 
Work will be leſs likely to ſubſerve ſuch a Deſign. 
Your Ladyſhip' s dentiments on the Subject, would 


have much Weight with, and would be very wel- 
come to, 


| Madam, 
Weſton, Your moſt obedient 
June 1, 1754. and grateful humble Servant. 


„ 
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L E T T E R Ia 
MapAu, 


1 HAVE now babes me a great Favourite; whs 
is condemned to die, and muſt ſuffer Execution, 
the Moment J have finiſhed my Letter to your La- 
dyſhip.— Can You gueſs, Who or What I mean? 
It is your own obliging Letter ; which, with all 
your Favours of this Kind, hath been ſentenced to 


the Flames by your own Orders; and muſt, as all 


its Predeceſſors have done, periſh, * You 


pleaſe to revoke the Doom. 
I was guilty of a great Miſtake, in the laſt Let 


ter which I had the Honour of writing to your La- 


dyſhip. I compared the encloſed Paper to the Pre- 
ſent of a Roſe. Whereas, it was really a Bank- 
Note, richer than the Note, which, about a Year 


and half ago, a certain Lady of Quality was pleaſed _ 


to tranſmit to a Country Clergyman, for the Benefit 

of his poor Neighbours. | 
*T1s a Note upon the Bank of Heaven: a Note 
under GOD's own Hand: a Note for Treaſures 
of ineſtimable Worth and everlaſting Duration. — 
Yet I do not pretend, Madam, to lay You under 


any. Obligation, or to compenſate for your own _ 


Generoſity. Becauſe, I am not the Beſtower, but 
only the Bearer of the Gift. —May that ALL-sUF- 
FICIENT G OD, from whom it comes, enable You 

| Ol to 
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to uſe it! Enable You, by Faith and Prayer, to 
draw for whatever You want ior Grace to help in 
every Time of NM. for ALL * the unſcarchable 
« Riches of CHRIST.” 

IIS k, with your I adyſhip, that my good Friend 
Mr. E had not been ſo laviſh in his Praiſes | 
of Mr. L But J verily believe, He obeyed 

, the Dictates of his Conſcience, in all that He wrote. 
Il muſt ſay likewiſe, tat I am not much delight- 

ed, and not at all edited, by his partly philoſophic, 
partly caſuiſtic Preface, But He may intend it for 
the Benefit of other Readers. To thoſe, I heartily 
wiſh, it may be bleſled ; and all his Labours, and 
all his Writings, to the Honour of our common 

LORD.—There may be a gracious Providence, 
in ſuffering the Sentiments of his Servants to be 
ſomewhat diverſified, By this Means, every Caſe 
may be ſuited, and every Perſon properly addreſſed. 
The Word of GRACE, which publiſheth Life and 
Peace by JESUS CHRIST), may be, like the 

Manna in the Wilderneſs, pleaſing to my Palate, 
and profitable to every {ſraelite. | 
I am much encouraged, and perhaps too much 
pleaſed, with the Reply of the young Lady. She 
has paid me ſuch a Compliment, as I know not 
how to acknowlege ; unleſs I may be permitted to 
F wiſn— What? That She may ſhine at a Court, or 
1 be the Toaſt of the Age? No: but that She may 
perceive, What a Sinner, What a Rebel, What 


| an undone Creature, lies hid under that blooming 
IF | | | Coun- 
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Countenance, and engaging Perſon. This will be 
the Way of bringing Her to prize that adorably 
tender and compaſſionate Saviour, who died to de- 
liver Her from the Wrath to come, —If She ſhould 
think this a very coarſe Return for her polite Speech, 
I would beg of Her to caſt a Look upon the Gold 
in her Purſe, or the Diamond on her Ring. "Theſe, 
She will obſerve, were firſt lodged very low, before 
they aroſe to their preſent high Eſtimation. 

I nave ſtill another Scruple, which reſpects not 
the gay and ſplendid World, but the mean and pe- 
nurious. I would gladly have my Books in thoſe 
Hands, which hold the Plough, and ply the Diſtaff. 
D Becauſe, theſe Perſons are as nearly related to 
the all- creating G OD, and as highly beloved by 
the ever-bleſſed JESUS, as thoſe who wear a 
Crown, or weild a Sceptre. But theſe will hardly 
be able to purchaſe three Volumes. 

I THANK your Ladyſhip for your kind Offer, . in 
Reference to the Princeſs. But my Work is fo far 
from being ready to come abroad, that it is not yet 
in the Preſs. The neceſſary Preliminaries, one of 
which is the Number of the Volumes, are not ſet- 
tled. Though, as to this particular, I begin to be 
pretty well ſatisfied. 

My Brother returned to London, long before 1 
received your Commands, concerning the little 
printed Papers, Otherwiſe, Re would have been 
glad of the Pleaſure of conveying them to your 
Ladyſnip. In this Frank, and in another, You 
| will 
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will find half a Dozen encloſed; ſome in a larger 
and ſome in a ſmaller Character. I am not without 
Hopes, that the divine Bleſſing may accompany 
them. GOD, though infinitely exalted, does not 
deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things. And whatever He 
bleſſes, whether it be great or ſmall, is bleſſed in- 
deed. May this Bleſſing of the MosT Hicn ever 
reſt upon your Ladyſhip ; and, through the Atone- 
ment and Interceſſion of our GREAT HI G H- 
PRIEST, never depart from, 
Madam, 
Weſton, Your moſt obliged 
June 16, 1754+ | and moſt obedient Servant. 


TT TE 2 Lax 


Map Au, 
1 OUGHT to make an Apology for my long 
= Silence. Vet inſtead of bringing an Apology, 

I come with a Requeſt.—lt is not to crave a Bank- 

Note, which You once beſtowed. Nor to reſcue 

me from an Arreſt, which You generouſly pro- 
jected to do; when You heard that I was under 

Confinement, but knew not that it was by 
Sickneſs. It is to requeſt the Honour of your 

Name; 
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Name; to dignify and recommend my Book, which 
has been, for a conſiderable Time, committed to 
the Preſs.—It will, I believe, be entitled 
 THERON and ASPASIO, 
| E 0 re, HET 
SS 
| oF | | 
ob Il XX 0 eu Ee 
Fo EPI. 
L £$: © © 
Upon the moſt important and intereſting Subjects. 


The Whole will conſtitute three Volumes. It will, 
TI apprehend, make its Appearance, about the Time 
appointed for the Meeting of the Parliament. And 
I know no Perſon, whoſe Name would give the 
Author more Satisfaction, or be a higher Recom- 
mendation to his Performance, than your Lady- 
ſhip's. -I dare not, however, gratify myſelf in this 
Particular, without aſking your Leave; and I think, 


You cannot conſiſtently with Prudence grant your 
Leave, till You have ſeen what the Author pro- 


poſes to ſay. Permit me therefore to ſubmit the 
following Attempt to your Ladyſhip's Judgment. 
Which, I truſt, will neither be offenſive to your 
= i Des 


* 


* 
% 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Delicacy, nor is ineompatible with my Charafter 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, wet 


To the Ri 2 Honourable 
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the Dedication to THERON and AsPAS10. 


I HopE, Madam, You will find nothing in this 
Addreſs, that may be painful to Humility. And if 
ſo, give me Leave to promiſe Myſelf, that You will 
not with-hold this Inſtance of your Condeſcention 
and Favour from 


_ Weſton, The Author of . 
Sept. 28, 1754. 1 Theron and Apaſio. 


rr, AX 
Mapan, 


K CEPT my moſt grateful Acknowlegements | 
for your laſt Favour. You have highly 
obliged me, in permitting, me to grace my Work 
with your Name.—I have been, ever ſince I re- 
ceived your Ladyſhip's Letter, engaged to keep no 
leſs than eight Hands conſtantly employed in Print- 
ing. Which has taken up all my Time. Other- 
wiſe, I ſhould long before this, have given myſelf 
the Pleafure, which I am now enjoying. 

8 | BE 
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Bx ſo kind, Madam, as to favour me with your 
Advice, Whether, I ſhould preſent the Book to the 
Princeſs, I muſt, I apprehend, preſent it to the 
Prince's Preceptor; becauſe, He is our Dioceſan, 
and treated ma in a very genteel Manner, when 1 
received Inſtitution from Him. 

Tx Piece, I believe, in a F oxtpight or avs | 
Weeks, will be ready for public View;—This is 
the laſt Frank J have. Could Yau, Madam, ac- 
commodate me with a freſh: Supply. At this 
Juncture, a few of thoſe Vehicles would be very 
welcome and ſerviceable. If You could indulge 
this Requeſt, and lodge them with Mr. Rivington 
in St. Haul's Church-Yard, He would tranſmit 


LN in his n Pagcel ts... | c 
* 26 57 .. Your moſt obliged *. 
humble Sera 
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1 0 U R Fa "avour deſeryed the peedieſt Acknow- 
legement. To grant my Requeſt, Was oblig- 
ing; to grant it ſo ſpeedily, was like Yourſelf. 
The very firſt Poſt ſhould have brought my dn 

P 2 t 
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put my Hands were tied: Tied by the Buſi neſs of 
the Prefs. For, We have not yet finiſhed the 
Book. Vou can hardly imagine, what Obſtruc- 
tions and Miſtakes happen, in the Proceſs of ſuch a 
Work. Especially, when the Author is at abs Di 
tance .. 5 TIT 

I TAKE it for granted, your Lallſhip an approves of 
my preſenting the Piece to the Princeſs. But would 
You have me attempt to put it into the Hands of 
the Prince? Dr. Hales's Expreſſion ſeems to inti- 
mate ſome ſuch Thing. — But I fear, this will be 
looked upon, as an Act of unbecoming F orward. 
neſs.—I queſtion, whether the Biſhop ot thi ik 
| it a proper Book for his Royal Highneſs” 8 Collection. 
I dare ſay, Mr. $ (who, T dh 'toltl," is the prins 
cipal Director of the Prince” s Conduct) would ba- 
niſh 1 it, not fer A Term of Years, but for ever ; and 
not to the American Colonies, but to the Country 
of the Hottentots. — I dare not expect, that the 
| Biſhop Himſelf will like it. But perhaps He will 
diſlike my Practice, if Ido not pa pay Him the Com- 
pliment. When He gave Us a Charge, at his laſt 
Viſitation, He inveighed againſt Enthuſiaſin on the 
one Hand, and Profaneneſs on the other. And 
ſome. of our reverend Brethren took Notige, that, 
when delivering Himſelf on the former Topic, He 
frequently threw his Eye upolr my Priend H—, 
and me, l However; this 1 muſt ſay, That He wrote 
me a very handſome Letter, when! preſented Him 


with the Remärks on Lord B— — and in a private 
: Letter, 
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Letter, which I happened to ſee, expreſſed no Diſ- 
approbation concerning the Meditations. All this 
I mention to your Len but to no Body elſe. 
And I promiſe myſelf; Vou will condeſcend to keep, 
as well as to give Counſel. I would ſpeak the Truth 
as it is in JESUS, with Boldneſs and without 
Reſerve. But of other People, and their Sentiments 
or Behaviour, I would ſpeak with the wal © Cau- 
tion, or rather not ſpeak at all. wee 
. BE ſo good, Madam, as to fayour me with quit 
| Opinion on this Point. And be aſſured, I have no 
Ambition of obtruding my Eſſay on ſuch exalted 
Perſonages. I dare truſt it with divine PRO VI- 
DENCE. HE, for whoſe Honour I write, has 
all Souls in his Hand; and can open whatever 
| Doors, whatever: Hearts He pleaſes, for the Nen 
tion of the Book. _ 480 ; 
I was pleaſed with your delicate e on the 
3 and honeſt Doctor's Expeſſion. And why 
will You not vouchſafe to make ſuch Criticiſms, 
upon the Style and Sentiments of another Perſon ? 
Eſpecially, in thoſe Lines which He-is to have the 
Honour of addrefling to your Ladyſhip in the moſt 
public Manner; and which may tell diſtant Nations, 
perhaps tell the Children that are yet unborn, that 
You did not diſdain to be a Friend to, | 
Madam, a 
2 VPVour moſt obliged | | 
humble Servant. 
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MapAu, 


(IVE me Leave to thank You, and very ſin- 
cerely, for your ingenious' Criticiſms on my 


a, This 1 mould have done ſooner, had 


I not waited for the Opportunity of tranſmitting 
the encloſed. Here You ſee the Eſſay fomewhat 


altered. It is, what the Printers call, the Proof- 


Sheet. Incorrect and on flovenly Paper. This 
Indelicacy Your Ladyſhip will be fo good as te ex- 
cuſe. If I had ſtaid, till it was neatly finiſhed, it 


would be too late to receive your Opinion, at leaſt 


to admit of your Improvements. 

PERMIT me to think, that the Terms accompli gd | 
Perfonige, as they ſtand connected, cannot juſtly 
offend your Humility, I have afferted nothing; 
the Expreſſion is general and indeterminate ; and if 
the World ſhould make the Application to Lady 
Fanny Shirley, J am perſuaded, the Writer will nei- 
ther be charged with Falſchood, nor ſuſpected of 


Flattery. 


I KNow not how to part with the Words wife 
and happy. That You have-choſen the better Part, 
at leaſt that You have choſen the religious Part, is 
evident to all, Blindneſs muſt ſee it, and Prejudice 
cannot deny it, That to do this, is true Wiſdom, 

and 
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and the only Way to Happineſs, muſt— for the Ho- 
nour of our LORD, and the Dignity of his Cauſe 
— muſt be maintained. If I had ſaid, that your 
Ladyſhip had made the greateſt Proficiency in Reli- 
gion, that You are a moſt ſhining Ornament to the 
Goſpel, -this might reafonably give You Offence 
this, even when true, ought not to be faid to any 
Perſon's Face. As to this Particular, I ſuppoſe 
You defective. I wiſh You may BE, what You 
<« patronize.” I take the Liberty to exhort You 
to advance, as One that has not yet attained. | 

Upon the whole; I would ſtrictly guard againſt 
whatever had the leaſt Approach to Adulation. It 
is a mean Artifice : it is alſo a ſhallow Device, ſuch 
as defeats its own End ; and inſtead of honouring, 
tends to diſcredit both the Giver and the Receiver. 
Il aflure You, honoured Madam, it would grieve 
me beyond Expreſſion, if any Thing ſhould drop 
from my Pen, that might awaken the leaſt Vanity 
in your Mind, or injure that moſt precious Virtue, 
Humility. This would be Poiſon inſtead of Balm. 
The Hicn and Holy ONE that mbhabits Eternity, 
| beholds the Vain and Conceited afar offi There is 

no greater Object of his Indignation and Abhor- 
rence. But HE has reſpect unto, the LowLy : He 
DWELLS with the HUMBLE : to them his Son JE- 
SUS CHRIST is precious; and they will be to 
the Praiſe of the GLORY of his GRACE. 

- WovLD You think it proper to ſhew the Dedi- 
cation to Dr. Hales, and hear his Judgment upon. 

14 . 
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it? And will You be ſo obliging, as to favour me 
with your farther Sentiments upon this Subject? 
This Part need not be printed yet, as my Bookſeller 
informs me, it will be impoſſible to publiſh before 
Chriſtmas. He ſtays for the larger Edition, which 
was begun later, and proceeds but ſlowly. 
THE Franks are come to my Hand; and as I 
ſhall have Occaſion, at this Juncture, to write many 
Letters, a few more, when Vou can conveniently 


procure and tranſmit them, will be _ . 


able * 
Yout Ladyſhip's 
| Weſton, <4 moſt obliged, 
Dec. 15, 1754+ humble Servant, 


LET: TE, BR - LXXI8, 


Mapam, 


ARDON me, if in my laſt I ſeemed too te- 
nacious of my own Opinion, and not to pay a 
proper Deference to your Judgment. I wrote in a 
Hurry; but have ſince conſidered more maturely, 
what You propoſed, and what I remonſtrated. Have 
therefore attempted to alter what You diſapproved. 
Only You. will allow me to retain the Words ac- 


 compliſhed Perſongge, 'or, if You chuſe it rather, ac- 


complijhed 
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compliſhed Perſon. For the Credit of our holy Re- 


ligion I would retain this Expreſſion. Becauſe, the 
giddy World have a Notion, or'the malicious World 
would ſuggeſt, that None but Clowns and Ruſtics 
embrace the Goſpel; that Chriſtianity is to be 
found no where, but among the Refuſe of Huma- 
nity. - Another Reaſon is, becauſe I think, there 
is no Danger of your Ladyſhip's being vain, on 
Account of this Character. The Accompliſhments : 

of refined Manners and genteel Behaviour, are no 
more to a Perſon of your Rank in Life, than a little 
Knowlege of Latin and Greek is, to One who has 
received an Academic Education. I have no Rea- 
ſon to pique myſelf on this common Acquirement, 
but ſhould have very great Reaſon to be aſhamed, 
if I was totally deſtitute of it. Beſides, You will x 
_ pleaſe to conſider, that it 1s by no Means ſaid, Your 
Ladyſhip is the accompliſhed Perſon. This, how- 
ever I might think it undeniably true, I could not 
be ſo adulatory as to ſpeak directly to your Face; 
nor imagine You ſo indelicate, as to be pleaſed with 
ſo groſs a Compliment, 

Ir You have not deſtroyed the Proof-Sheet, pleaſe 
to ſuppoſe all that is printed, from Pag. vi. Lin. 4. 
expunged; and read as follows; 

Is there any Thing in the Amuſements of the 
Gay, &c. See the Dedication. | 
Favour me, good Madam, with your impartial 
Sentiments. This Part of my Book, You ſee, is 
printed in a remarkable Manner; and being the 


firſt 
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Firſt that meets the Reader's Eye, being dignified 


alſo with your Ladyſhip's Name, it will be more 
nicely obſerved, and more critically examined. 

I HAvE a freſh Obligation to your Ladyſhip, for 
procuring me the Opinion of good Dr. Hales. I can- 
not but be pleafed with his Approbation, and hope I 
hall be thankful to G OD, for giving me Favour 
and good Underſtanding in the Eyes of ſa valuable 


| a Perfon. But I really fear, He ſuffers his friendly 


Temper to draw the Veil over his critical Diſcern- 
ment. Or elſe, let me ſpeak it in Confidence of 
your Ladyſhip's Secrecy, I think, the Doctor does 
not know the World, nor underſtand Mankind. 1 
do not apprehend, indeed I cannot perfuade myſelf, 
that the Biſhop will undertake to preſent the Books, 
or even conſent to his Royal Pupil's reading them. 
In Caſe the Biſhop ſhould preſent them, who 
knows in what Manner He may do it? Suppoſe, 
He ſhould ſhrug his Shoulders, and fay ; An ambi- 


tious and conceited Clergyman of his Dioceſe by 


the Importunity of Requeſt, in a Manner, forced 
Him upon this Office, How ungraceful would the 


Affair appear, and how unſuitable to Decorum of 
Conduct! Upon the whole, I am in a State of 


real Perplexity. I would not ſeem to flight the 
Doctor's Opinion, much leſs reject his Sollicitation, 
yet I cannot prevail on myſelf to think, that to 
execute the Propoſal would be the Propriety of 


 Attion.—T hope, Madam, You will give me your 
free Advice, and help to extricate me from this Em- 


barrafiment, 
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barfaſſment, into which Vourſelf, yes, You Your- 
felf have led me. For I ſhould never have been 
known to ſuch grand Perſonages, if Vou had not 
condeſcended to introduce me. My Name had 
never been heard by a Royal Ear, if it had not re- 
ceived ſome Credit by your Ladyſhip's Notice. 
ABove all, may the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, that Wonperrur CounsELLOUR - 
vouchſafe to direct me in all my Ways! May I aim 
at nothing but the Honour of his bleſſed Name, 
nothing but the Furtherance of his glorjous Goſpel, 
and may HE be, according to his faithful Promiſe, 
my Sun und my Shield! May HE be alſo the Strength 
of your Heart, the Joy of your 25 and your Pore 
tion 95 ever ll am, 


| | Madam, 
a Your moſt obliged 


Dec. 26, 1754s | | and moſt obedient Servant, 
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"AST Night I had the Honour of your Lanka 
And the Pleaſure was as great as the Honour, 
T on this Day, the very firſt Opportunity, 
I beg Leave to make my truly grateful Acknowlege- | 
ments. 
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8 would alſo thank the gracious © GOD; 
who has reſtored to your Ladyſhip that beſt of earth- 
ly Bleflings, HEALTH. May this be your inſepara- 
ble Attendant on the left Hand; while Peace of 
Conſcience is your undivided Companion on the 
right; and the bleſſed SpIx IT of G OD, teſtifying - 
of JESUS CHRIST „goes before You as an 
unerring Guide. Thus circumſtanced, the Jour- 
ney through the Wilderneſs of Life, will be ren- 
dered agreeable ; and the Paſſage through the e 
of Death, not dreadful. 1 ; 
Your Ladyſhip's Conjecture is too true. 1 om 
Indeed been very much out of Order. Viſited with 
a Cough, which almoſt tore me to Pieces. I verily 
thought, it would have rent the Houſe of Clay, and 
ſet the oppreſſed Inhabitant free, It ſtill hangs upon 
me, but is ſomewhat leſs vehement. O for that hap- 
py World, where theſe trail, fickly, languiſhing 
Bodies will be made like unto CHRIS T's Body. 
And who can deſcribe, or who can imagine the 
Beauty, the Majeſty, the Perfection of that won- 
derful Body? For my Part, I ſtedfaſtly believe, 
that it is by far the moſt highly finiſhed and the 
moſt exquiſitely fine Formation, that GOD ever 
brought into Exiſtence through all the Extent of 
Ki material Nature. May I not, congratulate You, 
. Madam, on the Thought that ſuch a Dwelling is 
1 intended, ſuch a Shrine is provided, for the ever- 
laſting Abode of your precious Soul? 
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for a Saint or a Hermit. To have our own Wills 
ſubdued, reſigned, and facrificed to GO !s, is a 
_ high "Attainment in the Chriſtian Life. If We 
think, chat the LORD acts in an arbitrary Man- 
ner; difappoints and àfflicts Us, to ſhew his Soves 
reignty; or becauſe He is reſolved to break our 
Humour, and curb our Inclination ; ; We ſhall ra- 
ther be inclined to fret and murmur, than dutifully 
and chearfully to acquieſce. Here then, as in all 
other Cafes, We muſt walk by Faith, and the thorny 
Path wilt be ſmooth, the ſteep Aſcent will be a 
Plain. If We believe, that GOD wounded his 
dear SON with the Sword of an Enemy and 
Avenger, but chaſtiſes Us with the Rod of a Fa- 
ther; that, through the great Propitiation, Wrath 
is removed, and all Diſpenſations proceed from 


- Love, all Events work together for our Good; 


then We ſhall be reconciled to the Cup. The 
Draught is not Poiſon, but Medicine. Nothing 
will make it go down ſo readily, or ſit ſo eaſily, as 
this Conſideration. In this Faith may your Lady- 
ſhip grow ftrong, even as your bodily Strength en- 
_ creaſes; and 1 wu, will encreaſe, till your m 


- Ml eſtabliſhed, as well as reſtored. 


1 becomes me to > thank You, for your continued 
Kindneſs to Mr. Though I am ſatisfied, 
You do not much defire Thanks from either of Us, 
but that We both thank GOD on your Behalf. 


Ti 0 bring ſome Glory to GON, is the Height of 
. . your 


as I. Z. T T. ERS VN. 
vour Ladyſhip's Ambition. Prime Miniſters and 


Conquerors may have a different, but I am very 
ſure, they cannot have a nobler Ambition. | ſpeak 
without Elattery, when I take Leave,;to..declare, 
that your Indignation was truly becoming, when 
it was expreſſed againſt the untractable and capri- 


_cious Temper of ———., If the poor Man relates 


what You faid, I fancy, He will not venture to 
preſerve the Emphaſis of your Air and. Accent, 1 


wiſh, therefore, the vain ſelfiſh Creature. had ſeen 
and heard You. Becauſe, as the North-Wind driveth 
| away Rain, fo doth an angry Countenance a ſilly fro- 


ward Humour. I am not certain, that You expect 
to have the encloſed Letter returned; and though I 
am ſufficiently certain, that it is not worth your 
ExpeRation, yet as it is your Ladyſhip's Property, 
I dare not with-hold it. The Perſon hinted at, is 
Mr. John Meſtey. He takes me very roundly to 
Taſk, on the Score of Predeſtination. At which I 
am much ſurprized. Becauſe a Reader, ten Times 
leſs penetrating than He is, may eaſily ſee, that this 
Doctrine (be it true or falſe) makes no Part of my 
Scheme; never comes under Conſideration; is pur- 
poſely and carefully avoided. I cannot but fear, 


He has ſome ſiniſter Deſign. Put the Wolf's Skin 


on the Sheep, and the Flock will ſhun Him, the 
Dogs will worry Him. I do not charge ſuch an 
Artifice, but ſometimes I cannot help forming i: 
Suſpicion. —If I live to do myſelf the Honour of : 


writing again to your LD I hope, You will 
give 
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give me Leave to relate the whole Affair, as it 
ſtands between Mr. Wefley and myſelf. —It'is well, 
Madam, that You are pretty much recovered; 
otherwiſe, this long Letter would tire your Spirits; 
and now, I imagine, it will try your Patience. But 
if, while it tries, it improves it, Lou will be 3 A 

Gainer even from the officious Prolixity of, 


ET Jour Ladyſhip's | 
Weſton, molt obedient, - + 


Jan. 9» 1755 ; ; humble Seng 


ye x E. I FT EK. 
Mapam, 

O write, is a Favour, e not to write, for 
the Reaſon, which your Ladyſhip mentions, 
is a Favour. So that You have the Art, to make, 
both, your Letters and your Silence obliging. Pe 
Tux Bookſeller has at laſt informed me, that my 
Preſents will be ready to be ſent on Wedneſday. 
So that now I have Abundance of Letters to write, 
by Way of Introduction to Theron and Aſpaſio, 
And firſt let me addreſs their PaTRONEss.—From 
You, Madam, I ſhall only beg Pardon, for deviat- 

ing from the common Strain of Dedication. I have 
written more like your Paſtor, than your Flatterer. 
And 


r PERS: To: 5 
And as One who ſeems deſirous to make You hap- 
py, rather than vain. Methinks, I hear ſome petit 
Maitre—if any ſuch ſhould be at the Pains to go 
through one of the Pages ſay; Why this Clown 
« js ſollicitous to point out the Way to Heaven, 
< rather than to ſay all Manner of fine Things of 
<« her Lady/hip.”—Be it ſo, Sir; her Ladyſhip for- 
gives me; nay more, approves my Conduct; and 
there is ſuch a Thing as Conſcience, with which You 
are little acquainted, that adds its Approbation to 
all. And, having all this to countenance and ſup- 
port me, I believe, I ſhall ſit very calm and _ 
under your Cenſures. 

LET me once more return my Thanks to your 
Ladyſhip, for permitting me to grace my Eſſay with 
your Name. I truſt, it is a Name, that is written 
in the Book of Life, and written on the Palms of 
our exalted REDEEMER's Hands. I hope to 
ſhew my Gratitude to its Owner, by imploring 
for Her all ſpiritual Bleflings, and that the Piece, 
which She reads may teſtify of CHRIST to her 
Soul. Then that, even that, will be one, though 
the leaſt of the Bleſſings which I wiſh.—I will order 
the Books to be delivered, by the very firſt Meſſen- 
ger on Wedneſday, and according to your Direc- 


tions. 


I Hop, when You receive Theron and Ipo 70% 


Vou will favour me with your free Sentiments con- 
cerning them. And if they are taken any Notice 


of by the polite World, be ſo kind, Madam, as to 
5 . give 


rr 
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6 Opinion. Vou need not 
be afraid of grieving their Author. He remembers: 
what his divine MasTER ſays, Bleſſed is He that: 
Hall not be offended in me! Intimating, that Multitudes, 
ill be offended. —Beſides, by learning what pre- 
judices and diſguſts the elegant Reader, I ſhall be 


the better enabled to obviate ſuch Prejudices, and 


attempt a Reconciliation of the een to my: 
Doctrines. 

Tus Day, I acti whth the divine Aſſiſtance, e 
to open and apply to my People that invaluable 
Text, As iii. 26. May You, Madam, abun- 
dantly enjoy the Bleſſing, and may it be clearly, 


r rep accepably diſplayed by ß 
- | Weſton, + Four moſt obedient, | 
Feb. 9, 1½5///%%s9»u1„ humble Servant. 


LE T. T. NN JINL 


Map AM, 


1 WRITE this, in E Meaſure: t to buy par- 
don for the prodigious Haſte and Rapidity, with 
which I was obliged to write my laſt Letter. In 
fome Meaſure to beg your Ladyſhip's Opinion upon 
a Hint, which your own Letter has occaſioned. 


. e = You 


. — 
I — 
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' Yo! was pleaſed to tell me, your Sentiments 


were aſked; concerning ſome Preſent, which a cer- 


tain Lady intended to make to the Author of The- 
ron and IApaſio. I aſſure You, Madam, He had no 
Expectation of any, only that his Books might be 
favourably accepted, and attended with the divine 
Bleſſing. If they might be the Means of ſpread- 


ing abroad the Savour of CH RI 8 T's Name; 8 


promoting the Knowlege of his glorious Excellen- 
ey, his free Grace, and everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
He ſhould think Himſelf * rene to 
the Giver of all Good. | 

Bur ſince the afore- mentioned Ai was ſtart 


WY give me Eeave to ſay, that my Thirſt: after 


Books is very much allayed ; I have bid adieu to 
the curious and entertaining Inventions of Wit or 


Diſcoveries of Science; my principal Attention is 


now devoted to the ſacred Oracles of Inſpiration. 


Theſe I ſhould be glad to have in their nobleſt Form 
and higheſt Perfection. And I find, there is now 
publiſhed a very fine Edition of the Hebrew Scrip- 


tures by Father Honbigant, If the Point ſhould 
ever come upon the Carpet again, be pleaſed, if 
You think it proper, juſt to ſuggeſt, that You dare 
venture to affirm, from a general Knowlege of his 


Taſte, that ſuch a Preſent would be ſingularly ac- 


ceptable, and, I hope, it would be beneficial. 
I po not know the Price. Though I fear it will 
be coſtly; as it conſiſts of four Temes in Folrs, and 


as Hebrew Printing is uncommonly expenſive. In 


"IS | the 
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the encloſed Paper, the Book i is advertiſed, and ſome 
ſmall Account given of its Contents. I have mark- 
ed the Paſſages, with Croſſes, that your Ladyſhip 
may not have Trouble of ſearching.— After all I 
leave the whole to your Ladyſhip's Diſcretion; and 
ſhall think my Intereſts very ſafe, and the Propriety 
of my Conduct equally n on bee will con- 
deſcend to undertake for oft. 
Go Mr. I hitęfield, I Ta ae meets 
with great Favour, and preaches writh great Suc=" 
ceſs in our Colonies. The LORD makes Him, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, lile his gocdly Horſe in tha 
Battle. He goes forth conguering and . e * 
May You alſo, my hondburable Madam, go forth in 
the Strength of the LORD ES US. CHRIST; | 
and travel with Singing unto Sion, whevt overlofting: 
Foy Mall be upon your Head. And. there, among 
the innumerable. 1 f Puff Mew" mad "page 
may You 1 2d jet li 10-5: hdd 06 
e * Your moſt obige 
en 17655 Ogre A ieee nnn 
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9 deen, 


W H aT a Pleaſure ſhall le BPRS if the LORD 
JESUS vouchſafes to make my Books ac- 
ceptable to your Ladyſhip, and edifying to your 
| Soul! I ſay acceptable; for, You, may depend upon 
it, many People will be diſguſted with them and 
their Sentiments. Vou remember, Wuo it is that 
ſays, B. ed is He, whoſoever ſhall not be offended in 
ME.—CHRIST himſelf was a Sign, that ſhould 
be ſpoke againſt 3 his Doctrine was to ſome Fool- 
i/bneſs, and to others a Stumbling-Block ; and the 
Preachers: of it, were ſometimes pronounced mad, 
and generally treated as the Qicouring of all Things. 
So that You will not be ſurpriſed, if You ſhould 
fee the Book, which is adorned with your Lady- 
ſhip's" Name, fiercely attacked, ſeverely.; cenſured, 
and illiberally reproached. Not that I have as yet 
received any ſuch Compliments, but I have long 
ago given myſelf Warning of their Approach. 
Pray, Madam, do not be ſo injurious to Your- 
ſelf, as to ſuppoſe that what You write, can be dif- 
agreeable to me. I never ſee any Thing diſagree- 
able in your Letters, unleſs it be what the Printers 
call The large Whites. —Mr. Law's laſt Book I have 


not ſeen; neither indeed dp I defire to fee it: eſpe- 
3 * 
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cially, if it be written in the ſame Strain, as one of 
his Letters upon DIVINE Love, which happened to | 
fall in my Way. Fall in my Way! No, truly. It 
did not fall, but ſoared. Soared in myſtical Flights 
and metaphyſical Subtilties, far too high for my 
groveling Apprehenſions to follow, And not in my 
Map, but as far remote from my trite and vulgar 
Way of thinking, as Britain is from Japan. 0 
Madam, let Us adhere to the Scriptures ; as new- 
born Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word ; 
and implore- the Influences of the — Srinrr, | 
that We may grow thereby. 
| T 8H0vLD be uneaſy about the Contents of my 
| laſt Letter, were they in any other Hands, but 
your Ladyſhip's. If what I mentioned be an im- 
proper Propoſal, You will haye ſuch a kind Regard 
to the unadviſed Writer, as to ſtifle and fupprefs 
his Project. And I do aſſure You, Madam, I can 
bear to have it ſuppreſſed. My Heart is not ſet 
upon that or any other Book. As I have the Bible 
in its pure and ſacred Original, I can diſpenſe with 
| the Circumſtance of a grand and pompous Form. 
1 HAVE received a very friendly Letter from the 
Biſhop : and Dr. Hales has tranſmitted to me the 
Thanks of her Royal Highneſs. Alas, Madam! 
What Good does this do me? Or, if I were pre- 
ſented to a Deanery, what Service would that do 
me, when I ftand at the great Tribunal ? Bleſſed 
JESUS let not my poor Endeavours be rewarded 
with ſuch Chaff, Be Thou glorified; let Souls be 
94 AW 9 edified ; 
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edified; amd chen they ho read, wc ws rote, 


"I one Day rejoice together. 
You ſee; Madam, I do not WT en of ie 


higgh erf _ 1 have the Honour of men 


W 
von inge, 
1 rorngee ft ef WR ff -hamble FT] 
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| Mapa, 5 1 5 3 young 0 "WIFI 
NV 'ESTERDAY 1 eee your noble Pre- 
1 ſent — a magnificent and beautiful Sett of 
*Bosks ! The Paper fine, the Type grand, the Bind- 
ing rich, the principal Contents invaluable. What 
the Notes are, Jam not able to judge; not having, 
as yet, Time to make an Examination. When 1 
think of this Inſtance of your Ladyſhip's Munifi- 
tence; the Care, the Trouble, the Expence to 
which You have ſubmitted ; when I reflect on the 
free, generous, obliging Air, with which all Was 
undertaken, all difpatched, and all preſented; may 
J not very juſtly turn, what was ſometimes uſed by 
Way of Imprecation, into an Act of Devotion and 


an W of Gratitude ? The LORD, the good 


LORD, 


a 


* R 
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LORD, & ſo u Du, Madam, and more alſo |— 


And there is great Reaſon to truſt, that HE will 
not only anſwer, but outdo and infinitely ſurpaſs even 


the warmeſt Wiſhes, which a grateful Heart can 


form. F or thus I find it written, in that ſacred 
Book which You have been pleaſed to put into my 


Poſſeſſion; thus it is declared by the SpirIT of 
divine Inſpiration ; Therefore will the LORD wait, 
that He may be gracious unto You ; and therefore will 


He be exalted, that He may have Mercy upon You : for 


the LORD is a GOD N Fragment, bleſſed are as 


they that wait for Him. 
I wonves, how your Ladyſhip found the Books. 
If I remember right, there was no Direction of this 


Bort, in the printed Advertiſement. 
Tux Franks likewiſe are come; and tel me, 
what a cord? eſcending as well as liberal Friend I have 


in Lady FRANCES SHIRLEY. Who neither diſ- 


dains fmall, nor grudges Jarge and expenſive Offices 
of Kindneſs; but whether it be the Caſe of a Let» - 


ter, or a ſuperb: and .coſtly Volume, is ready to dife 


tribute and willing to communicate. May the LORD 


JESUS CHRIST bg your Friend -and Portion; 
be your Shield, my dear and honourable Madam, 
and your exceeding great Reward. And when I 
forget to pray for theſe Bleflings, then let me no 


N enjoy the Pleaſure of profeſſing myſelf 


Weſton, | © Your? Ladyſhip” s moſt obliged, 
Mazch 16, 2755- and moſt obedient humble Servant. 


a+ 
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P. 8. Tax Bookſeller fully executed your Lady: _ 
ſhip's Orders. For the Books were nicely packed 
up, and came without the leaſt Injury, and are the 
fineſt Volumes in my Study. May ia alſo. be the 
moſt uſeful. As 


L ET TER Lu. 
Mapan, 


1 AM not a little glad, if any Thing that Theron 
4 or Apaſio ſay, meets with your Approbation. 
May the LORD JESUS CHRIST make me 
thankful, and make the Eſſay a Bleſſing to your Soul. 
How mighty is his Arm, and how gracious is his 
Heart! He can work by the weakef Inſtruments, 
and often does work by the »mworthieft. When I. 
remember this, I have Hope; when 1 oy. or diſ- 
believe it, I am diſcouraged. 
Tnovcn nothing would pleaſe me more, than 
to furniſh out the Page of Pleaſure and Improvement 
for your Ladyſhip; yet I ſhould be very much 
obliged, if, in your tender and delicate Manner, 
You would point out the Faults: what You hear to 
be Faults, or what You think to be Faults. The 


harſheſt Truths, communicated in ſuch a Way, ; 
would = 
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would ceaſe to be offenſve. But I aſſure You;: they 


would not be -harſh to me. I expect, that, in a 


Work of this Size, there are Eſcapes and Impro- 
Prieties not a few. Be ſo good therefore as to ſay, 

This Expreſſion was inelegant, and diſguſted, me; 
this was obſcure, and puzzled me. Here the Sen- 


timents are redundant; there the Argument is de- 
fective. In one Place, your Perſons ſpeak too much 
like the mere Scholar; in another, they make too 


near an Approach to the Dialect of the Ruſtic. 1 


- heard ſuch a Paſſage blamed at one Time; and _ 
an Opinion cenſured at another. : 


Is not Mr. —— an Author? Has not He written 


the Roman Hiſtory ? If He be the Gentleman I ap- 
prehend, He has an Eagle's Eye, and will eaſily 


diſcern the Defects, which if in Converſation You 
would learn, and in a Letter would pleaſe to tranſ- 


mit, the Information might be highly ſerviceable, 


as it would be truly acceptable.—l expect to receive 


more Advantage from my Enemies, than my F riends. 


The latter peruſe with Partiality; the former will 


examine with Rigour. Yet I have been prevailed 


on, by the Sollicitations of my Bookſeller, to com- 
mit another Edition to the Preſs, before any of my 


Adyerſaries, or rather Adverſaries to y 1 
have appeared on the Stage. 

Ir gives me Satisfaction to hear, that your Lady 
| ſhip approves Letter V. This is really the Corner 
Stone, which ſupports the whole; the Hinge, on 
which the precious . of a. SAVIOUR 
7" imputed 
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be enabled, every Day, to ſee more and more the 
glorious Excellency of this diſtinguiſhed Preroga- | 
tive, and live in the habitual Enjoyment of the un- 
ſpeakable Bleſſing. To with this, and turn ſuch 
Wiſhes into Prayer, is the only Way in which I can 


duly expreſs my Gratitude for your Generoſity to, 


Madam, 


March 22, 15. Your moſt obliged 


humble Servant. 


rr 


MA Au, 


OR the Sake of my honourable and honoured 
A Parzoxkss, I rejoice and bleſs GOD, if 
He pleaſes to give my Books any favourable Ac- 
ceptance. Ol] may his eternal SPIRTT vouch: 
fafe to breathe upon the tender Plant! Then its 
Branches Hall ſpread, and its Smell ſhall be as Leba- 
non. Jis Branches ſhall ſpread ; it ſhall be received 
with Approbation; it ſhall find its Way into many 
Hands; and be diffuſed far and near. Tis Smell 
ſhall be as Lebanon; welcome to the Reader, as the 
Gales which have ſwept. that odoriferous Mountain, 
OG : | are 


\ 
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are to the Traveller; when chey meet Him vn bis 
ſultry Journey, and refreſh Him with tlieir Coel- 
neſs, and delight Him with their Fragrance. Thus 


Thall it be with the Books, Which the LORD 


GOD Omnipotent ornate emma «- 


Honour, Hefea xiv. 6 at 10 


1 3 your Cady pores the colin | 


Part, Give me Leave to wiſh,” that it may be wo- 


ven into the very Texture of your Heart. May You 
© Experietice all that Aſpaſio fays} And te foimd in 
CHRTST—be one with CHRTST—be complete in 


CHRIST. Happy then, ſubſtantially happy will 


You be, in Life; and happy, "Ie all Tuan 


tion happy, at Death. 

Breakfaſt at four in the Morning. 116; it really 
F—O—U—R? Or have I miſtook your Characters? 
As You have honoured me with ſo many Letters, I 


have Reaſon to be pretty well acquainted with the 


Turn of your Pen. Vet 1 can hardly believe my 
own Eyes. Does Lady Fragees Shirley ever riſe 


To early, for the Sake of ſerious Converſation and 
ſpiritual Improvement? At this Rate, Madam, Lou 
enjoy a Day, before the Generality of Perſons of 


Quality begin it.— This was the Practice of our di- 
vine Maſter. He frequently % 1p a great while 
 lefore Day, for the important Exerciſe of Devotion. 
© thoſe early Hours, may You enjoy much of his 
heavenly Preſence, and drink in large Drauzhts-of 


Conſolation from thoſe Wells by. Go Salvation — . 


PORTO ORNEOt: e 758 
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2 Tun Method which Mr. H— 


takes to obtain 
Comfort, is perfectly right. ae was a Woman 
of a ſorrowful Spirit; She was in Bitterneſs of - Soul ; | 


but She; prayed to the LORD; and her Countenance 


twas no more e. — The Word of G QD was written 


for this very End, that e thraugh Patience _ 7 
| Comfort of the. Scriptures might have | Hope. We 


ſhould therefore treaſure it up in our Memories, . 
beſeech GOD. to write it on our Hearts, that it 
may be a Cordial to our Spirit in the Hour of Trou- 
ble. This is what I earneſtly recommend to my 
People, and frame all my public Diſcourſes, fo as 
to promote and facilitate this deſirable End. H av= 
ing named the Text, when I come to handle the 
Subject, I ſelect ſome precious Portion of Scrip- 
ture; deſire my Hearers to turn to it in their Bibles; 

and then (as G Od enables) enlarge upon it. "Ne 
this Means, Perſons of the weakeft Memory may, 
if not carry away, yet retrieve the Subſtance of the 
Sermon. May, like the bleſſed Virgin, lay it up 
in their Minds, and ponder it in their Hearts. My 
laſt Text was Heb. x. 14. From this I endeavour- 


ed to ſhew, that CHRIST has obtained perfect 


Redemption for Sinners perfect Deliverance from 
Hell, Zech. ix. 11. perfect Peace with God, Colofſ. 
i. 20.—a free Admittance into Heaven, Rev. vii. 
14, 15.—the Gift of true Sanctification, Heb. xiii. 
20, 21. Andall this by one Offering, becauſe it is 
divine, all-ſuthcient, and of infinite Value. Now, in 


Caſe my Hearers ſhould __ VEL Part of the Mi. 


> BY niſter's | 


Len F EARCES SAIRUEY. n 
niſter s Diſeourſe, het if they. recolles?;, and: ponders; © 


and pray over theſe Pottions of GO D's Word, they 
may have abundant Matter for Edification.— I be- 
lieve, You love to erop a Sn - Drop or an Hepaticd. 
with your own: Hand. F or which Reaſon, I have 
not tranſcribed thoſe Paſſages, that. You- may have 
the Pleaſure. of gathering for Yourſelf thoſe Flowers 
of Heaven. With theſe may your Soul be richly 
2 . be a Garden nne pee 
walk in. . vas ht 209 
«+ chat B - Yourmoſ . 
| April 1, 417 $3+- + <t #997 \* :humble Servant. 


© 3 . 
AK 
*. 
91 
\ . 4 

. 5 ; 5 * 

I 1 $ "I's 3 q a : MY" 2 

. * 4 « y — - HS 

* by "4 : * s 
« $ > 4 55 * : 

i. - " 1 g's . + * 

F Fa Sa * 1 

22 


- SHOULD dis the — „ Crea= 


tures, if I did not firmly believe, what You are] 


pleaſed, with ſo much condeſcending Goodneſs,” to 
aſſure me of—That I have a real Friend, in my 
truly honourable and highly honoured Correſpon- 


dent. Vet let me not make too free with Genero- 


ſity and Beneficence. I had no Thoughts, when I 
wrote about the Bibles, 'of any Thing but an Ap- 
plication, to Mr. K —. I did not know, but He: 

HY 5 might 
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| might be glad of ſuch an Opportunity to do Goody: 
and therefore all that I defired, was, to have it put 
in his Way. To tell Your Ladyſhip the real Truth, 
J do not want ſuch Books for myſelf. Bloſſed be: 
GOD, my own Writings are a Fund for ſuch cha- 
ritable Expences. But I had ſome other Miniſters, 
whoſe Circumſtances are lefs affluent, in my Eye. 
Theſe I propoſed to fupply with a few Bibles ; by 
diſpoſing of which, in a judicious Manner, among 
their Neighbours, they may win their Affections, 
and promote their Salvation. —Having laid before 
You, Madam, the Truth of the Caſe, act as You 
think proper. Reverſe or execute your Intention, 
juſt as You pleaſe, Either OW I ſhall be ſatis- 
fied, obliged, and thankful. . 
IxEAR, I ſhould put your Ladyſhip t to too much 
Trouble, if I ſhould beg a ſhort Account of Mr. 
G——'s Treatment. —I hope Mr. Campbell, 
when He pleads the Cauſe, will be, as the Prophet 
| Feremiah ſpeaks, © valiant for the Truth.“ Our 
Biſhop, I preſume, was not concerned in the Affair. 
This Week He ſent me a very friendly and polite 
Letter; ſweetened with much Approbation, and 
ſeaſaned with ſome Remarks, of a critical and re- 
fined Nature. It is the ſecond his Lordſhip has 
favoured: me with on the Subject. As it relates to 
your own Book, perhaps it may not be diſagreeable 
to your Ladyſhip to peruſe it. I will therefore take 
the Liberty to encloſe it, together with the young 


* s from Biddeford. That You ly: ſe, at one 
View, 
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| View, the Sentiments of the Courtier and the Me- 
chanic, the improved Scholar and the Man of natu- 
ral Senſe. The latter Letter Vou will pleaſe to 
commit to the Flames, that it may not enflame my 
Vanity; the firſt Vou will be ſo good as to return, 
that it may tend to the Improvement of Aera and 
Apaſo. Though, I muſt confeſs, the Obſeryations, 
all but the laſt, come too 18 ao; * ann 
paid to tem. 1 
Tux vain Atvſements ad empty Pleaſures of 
the World, I hope, will -endear the Matto..and its, 
Subject to your Affections. In Is is infinite 
Dignity and everlaſting Righteou To con. 
template Him, is a Source of the fublimeſt Fleaſure z | 
to call. HIM our. own, is a Foundation for the 
moſt ſolid. Happineſs. — That both, that all theſe. 
may be-- 212 * ne is ns — — 
e oy f 
Madam, 


Wetton, Your moſt obliged 3 
June 1, 125 and moſt obedient Servant. - 


Dal Th. 


Fd 


LETTE RS ADD 1+ 4 1 


Mean, 


Ou will bee from the Frank which en- 
cloſes this Letter, that I have received your 
| Ladyſhip's Favour. The Books are come; and 
noble Books they are. The LORD JESUS 
enable me to diſpoſe of them in ſuch a Manner, that 
Glory may redound to his Name, and Good be 
communicated to his People !—The Franks alſo are. 
arrived. May I be affiſted to make a proper Uſe of 
theſe alſo ! That they may be the Vehicle of ſome: | 
edifying Truths, and a. Means of diffuſing the 
Knowlege of a crucified REDEEMER !—O that 
the firſt (the Bibles I mean) might be like the Pil- 
lar of Fire in the Wilderneſs, or the meridian Sun 
in the Firmament; the latter (my epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence) like a burning Coal, or a glowing 
Spark from the Altar, to enkindle the Love of THE 
LORD oux RicuTEovsness | 
For both theſe Preſents You will pleaſe t to accept 
my beft Thanks; and may the good LORD turn 
my poor Thanks i into heavenly Bleſſings ! 
ALMOST all my former Letters have been moſt 
unfaſhionably, moſt ungenteely prolix. For once I 
will endeavour to be politely conciſe : not give your 


Ladyſhip the Trouble of turning the Paper, and 
reading 
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rea a tedious Serawl, but only beg the Honour 


of TOY myſelf, 
| -- +5” * Madan, 
Weſton, Your moſt obliged, 
Oe: and very humble Servant. 


LE. T T R----- LA 


"Mana, 


"HEN I commend: your Judgment in OY 

| ritual Things, I do it not from Flattery, 
but from a conſcious Joy. I bleſs GOD on this 
Behalf myſelf, and I give your Ladyſhip Occaſion 
to praiſe his Holy Name on the ſame Account. 
And not only to praiſe Him for paſt Mercies, but 
to hope more chearfully and aſſuredly for a Conti- 
nuation, Or rather for an Augmentation of them. 


All the LORD's Gifts are a Pledge and an Earneft 


of richer Favours. Methinks, they come inſcribed © 


with this delightful and encouraging Motto, Thou 

ſhalt ſee greater Things than theſe. | 
Ah Madam! do not wonder, if you obſerve in 
worldly People an Enmity againſt the Children of 
| GOD and the Servants of CHRIST. As ſoon 
may Fire and Water incorporate, as the Contrarie- 
ties of their Temper be ' reconciled. You know 
Who hath ſaid, F they have perſecuted ME, they 
R will 
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| will alſo perſecute OL. , ©" though the natural 


Tendency of Men's Spirits, is over-ruled by the 


HIGHEST for the Good of his People. David, 
when perſecuted by Saul, could fly even to an idola- 


trous City, Gath. And ſhall not the F ollowers of 
JESUS fly to their EvERLASTING FATHER'S 
Arms, when they are calumniated or cruelly treated 


by their Fellow-Creatures'? Eſpecially, ſince He 


has declared, that He will gather them, as a Hen 


gathereth her Chickens under her Wings. With in- 


finite Compaſſion He will receive them, and with 
Almighty Power protect them. — I do not wiſh my 


| honoured Lady to be a Partaker of Perſecution 


but I moſt heartily wiſh Her a perpetual Reſidence 
under thoſe Wings of eternal Love. That She may 
have all the Safety, Repoſe, and Comfort, without 


any of the embittering Circumſtances. Being led 
thither by Choice, not driven thither by the 


Scourge. 
I Au glad to hear, that the Ro of Sir J 


L 


complaiſant to my noble Friend, and ſo generous to 


my worthy Soldier.—T hope, He (the Soldier, I 
mean) is a real Child of GOD. And ſee! by 


what unthought of, wonderful Ways the great im- 


mortal FAT HER provides for the Welfare of te 
Children! Who would have ſuſpected, that a com- 


's Troop, who, 2 


mon Soldier in Captain R 


few Months ago, had not ſo much as heard of Lady 


Frances ——_— Name, ſhould now be brought, ta 


r's Death is falſe. Glad, becauſe He 1s fo | 


4 


yu 
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| her Knowlege ; be honoured with her Regard ; and 
obtain his Deſires by her Intereſt ? Who would not 
covet, who would not be ambitious, to be a Child 
of the moſt HIGH? Since He can influence any 
or all Hearts in Favour of his Sons and Daughters. 
My good Madam, prize this Privilege above all 
your Honours. Prize it far beyond all your high 
Titles or illuſtrious Lineage. You are by Birth 
the Daughter of an Earl; but by Grace You are a 
_ Crrty of GOD. As ſuch, go to HIM with 
Pleaſure and Confidence ; make known all your 
Requeſts in his indulgent Ear; expect from Him 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings in this World, and an Inberi- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled in another World. 
And may We bleſs, for ever bleſs the divine JE» 
SUS, through whoſe Humiliation and Death We 
enjoy this great Prerogative. Ye are the Children of 
GOD, ſays the Apoſtle, through Faith in F ESUS 
CHRIST. To which our LORD himſelf adds, 
I go to MY Father and YOUR Father; firſt my 
Father, and then yours ; yours becauſe of me, pn 
| Relation to me, and Union with me, 

I rave juſt now read, advertiſed in the e 
zine, the following Book, An Epiſtle from Charles 
Weſley to John Weſley.“ Has your Ladyſhip 
ſeen or heard of it? If You have, be fo good as to 
inform me of the Deſign and Contents. I hope, 
there is no Hoſtility commenced between the Bro- 
thers. I have no Connection nor Correſpondence - 
with them, but ſhould be ſorry for ſuch an Event. 
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For your Account of this Piece I ſhall bi as for 
your Account | of Mr. Gon 8 SY 7 


Lan, 
| Bintan, 
Weſton, *© - Your moſt obliged | ; 
July 5, 1755. © and obedient humble Servant. 
— . — ͤ ʒÜvb 


reren 
Map AM, 8 Rs 
1 FULLY intended myſelf the Pleaſure of writ- 
ing to your Ladyſhip by the laſt Poſt ; but, by 
an unexpected Viſit from a Relation, was prevented. 


I hope, Mr. T nas, before this Time, 
delivered my Letter; and that my Acknowlege- 


ments, poor as they are, have been honoured with 


you PIT. 
Mn. T 
He came, juſt as I was going to take Horſe, for 
a little Air and Exerciſe. We had ſome Diſcourſe, 
at our firſt Interview, on the matchleſs Excellencies 
and unſearchable ' Riches of CHRIS 7: The holy 


Scriptures were the Subject of our next Converſa- 


tion. We entouraged one another to ſearch them, 


and to enrich our Memories with them. That from 
them, accompanied by the Divine SPIRIT, We 
7 be thoroughly furniſped for our miniſterial Office, 


and 


ſtaid oth me 5 a little while. 


W 
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and for every good Work. O! that they may die! 


in Us richly ; and be mixed with Faith, while We 
read them, contemplate them, talk of them. 

I am pleaſed with your Ladyſhip's Criticiſms up- 
on the Books You peruſe. They Thew, that You 
remember the Apoſtle's Rule, Prove all Things. 
May Tou alſo be enabled to follow his excellent 
Direction, Hold faſi that which is good. Dr. Crifh 
proceeds upon that important, but too much diſ- 


regarded Principle; That We ſhould work, not for, 


Life, but from Life. Our Works ſhould proceed 
from the SrIxIT of the LORD JESUS, dwel- 


ling in our Hearts; and then they will be truly 


good. They ſhould aim, not at obtaining Salva» 


tion for Ourſelyes, but at glorifying HIM, who 


hath obtained eternal Redemption for Us; : and then 
they will be truly acceptable. 

Taz Apoſtle ſays, as You rightly birne Re- 
pent and be baptized. But if a poor Sinner had aſked 
Him this Queſtion, How fhall-I repent ? What 
ſhall melt my ſtony Heart ? What ſhall make me 
abhor myſelf and my moſt beloved Luſts? To this 
Effect He would probably have replied — No- 


thing but THE GRACE or GOD- manifeſted in 
CHRIST. Believe, that the LORD hath de- 


livered up his deareſt Son to die in your Stead. 
Believe, that the bleſſed JE SUS has borne every 


one of your Sins, in his bleeding Body, and on the 
curſed Tree, ' This, under the Influence of the 
HOLY GHOST, will ſoften the hard Heart, 
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This will alienate your Affections from all Inis 
quity. By this You will be taught godly Sore 
row, Zech, xii. 10. and 2 ARIA: 


Exel. „ 
| Your two n upon the Catechiſm ſhall - be 


diſpoſed of, I wiſh, they may prove a Blefling, | 


where-ever they go. Is not this a proper Treatiſe, 
to be admitted into the Catalogue of the Society for 


promoting Chriftian Knowlege ?—May HE that was 


dead, but is alive for evermore, be the Delight of 
your Heart and the Strength of your Salvation! In 
the mean Time, or raves at all Times, permit me 
to be, . 
Madam, | 
Weſtin, Your moſt obedient, 
OR. 14, 1755 ag J am your moſt obliged, 

| | humble Servant, 


r rA n. 


Mapan, 


1 HAD taken Paper out of my Drawers, on pur- 


poſe to acknowlege the Receipt of your double 


Favour, by the lat Poſt. But when I came to ad- 
- drefs myſelf to the pleaſing Buſineſs, I could not find” 


your firſt Letter. This Inſtant; ECT Dr. Gp, 
it made its Appearance, 
| 2 AM 


5 * 
e * 
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IAM not at all ſurpriſed, my good Lady, to find | 
"Yea or Mr. K——, making Objections to the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination. I wiſh Mr. K 
would paſs over thoſe few and ſhort Paſſages, which 


treat of that controverted Point. I did not, in any 


wiſe, recommend this Book, on Account of thoſe 
Paſlages ; but on Account of what is plain and edi- 
_ fying, of univerſal Concernment and exceedingly 
comfortable. Suppoſe, a Reader diſapproves that 
particular Tenet ; methinks, He ſhould not be pre- 
judiced, purely on ſuch a Conſideration, againſt 
thoſe Truths, which are worthy of all Accepta- 
mm” ; 2 

P REE DESTINATION is an Abyſs, in which our 
Thoughts may be drowned ; eſpecially, if We have 
not “ our Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good 
« and Evil.” But there are pleaſant Streams in 
our Author, which are not too deep for our Capa- 
city, and which afford Us the ſweeteſt Refreſhment. 
To theſe let Us advert ; by theſe let Us fix our 
Abode. As to the other Points, let Us fay with 
the moderate and judicious Elibu (not, I am cer- 
tain, it cannot be ſo. This does not beſpeak an 
humble child-like Spirit. But) that which I. ſee not, 
teach Thou me. 

TkERE is, doubtleſs, Abundance to be 4d | 
againſt Predeſtination. And Abundance has been 
faid, with great Force of Argument, for its Sup- 
port; and that, by Men of the moſt eminent Learn- 
ing and exalted Piety. As this is the Caſe; and as 
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it is not neceſſary to Faith and Salvation, either 
that We ſhould embrace, or that We ſhould reject 


the Doctrine 3 I think, We may prudently and ſafe-" 


ly acquieſce in the Advice of a great Scholar and a 
great Saint; “ Let a Man go to the Grammar- 
School of Faith and Holineſs, before He enters 


ce the Univerſity of Election and Predeſtination,” 


Tam at the Grammar-School ; and there, perhaps, 


I ſhall continue, till I hear the Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying ; Come up hither, and I will ſew Thee, what 
Thou couldſt not comprehend in the Regions be- 
law. Madam, ſhall I have the Honour of your 
Ladyſhip for a Form-F ellow ? You ſhall be the 
Head-Scholar; only be content to allow Us your 
Company, and do not leave Us for a higher Claſs. | 


Let Us ſtudy the Glories of CHRIS T's Perſon, 
and the Love of his Heart; let Us contemplate his 


infinite Satisfaction and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
May the Knowlege of theſe grand Doctrines be re- 
vealed in our Hearts by the bleſſed SPIRIT! 
May the Faith of theſe unſpeakable Privileges com- 
fort our Souls, purify our AﬀeCtions, and work by 
Love! Then,, We ſhall, ere long, ſee every dark 
myſterious Point cleared up to our full Satisfaction. 
We ſhall ſee, without a Veil, the ſhining and ado- 
rable Perfections of our GOD, We ſhall know 


his unſearchable Counſels and wondertul Ways, 


even as Me are hnown. 


In the mean Time, if worthy Mr. K diſ- : 


likes the Book, there is no great Harm done, as it 
Was 


) 
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was not a very expenſive Purchaſe. I would beg 
Leave to decline all Controverſy. I can very freely 
. converſe or correſpond with Perſons, who either 
adopt or diſcard Predeſtination. Provided; they 
will not drag in the litigated Propoſition, and force 
me to engage in Diſputation. But if they are deter- 
mined to obtrude the Bone of Contention, I had 
much rather remain alone and in Silence. For-I 
readily confeſs, that I am not Maſter of the Subject. 
Therefore, it would be very unadviſed i in me, to 
undertake either its Eſtabliſhment or. Refutation. 5 
I pxL1eve, I muſt deſire your Ladyſhip to return , 
this Letter, with your free Remarks upon it. Be- 
| cauſe, I do not know, but I ſhall be obliged to ex- 
plain myſelf on this Subject, before the Public. Be- 
cauſe, a Perſon who makes a great Figure in the 
religious World, has ſent me ſome critical Remarks 
and pretty keen Cenſures on my late Work; but 
inveighs particularly againſt my Predeſtination Prin- 
cCiples. At which I am ſomewhat ſurpriſed. Be- 
cauſe, I have (whatever my Sentiments are) ſtudi- 
_ ouſly avoided this Peculiarity ; I have but barely 
mentioned it; in the Apoſtle's own Words ; only 
in an incidental Manner ; and without explaining, 
enlarging upon, or inculcating it. My Paper per- 
mits me to do no more, than that Iam, _ 
E: Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged | 
Weſton, Nov. 25. and moſt humble Servant. 
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| Mavan, | 


OUR laſt © very much alarmed me. I hope, 
this will find You abundantly better. I hope, 
our great PHYSICIAN has rebuked the Fever, and 
reſtored You to Health. And I humbly beg of 
60, that your Ladyſhip may live in the Exer- 
eiſe of that important Duty, and in the Enjoyment 
of that precious Promiſe, mentioned by the Prophet 
—T hey that wait upon the LORD, ſhall renew their 
Strength. 

BE fo good, Madam, as to rejoice my Mart by 
a Line, and fend me the welcome News, that your 
Recovery is completed. I will then, when your 


Spirits are recruited, venture to trouble your Lady- _ 


ſhip with a longer Letter. I will then return the 
Manuſcript encloſed in your laſt ; and J will truſt, 
ere long, to meet your Ladyſhip in thoſe happy Re- 


gions—where the Inhabitant ſhall no more ſay, I am 


fick—where Death ſhall be fwallowed up in Viffory— 
where the LORD GOD will wipe away all Tears 


from our Eye5—and, what is unſpeakably more de- 


firable, will remove all Ignorance from our Under- 


 Kanding, and all Corruption from our Heart. — 


Bleſſed 


PET WII AS oh Su NPE — 


| 
{ 
ö 


No 


your Ladyſhip. My Letters come on no ſuch Er- 
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Blefled, Hope] May it, every Day, ſhine brighter 


and brighter pom your Ladyſhip, and "Oo 


— 
Wetten Your moſt Alt e 
Dee. 13, 1735. adlk»᷑Qnd obedient Servant, 


LETTER  LAXXVIL. 2 


O, my Lady: I do not pelt to giue A. 
vice, when I have the Honour of writing to 


rand; but with more humble and decent Views. 
They wait upon your Ladyſhip, not to dictate Pre- 
cepts, but to propoſe ſome Points of Importance to 
your own Conſideration. They come, on much the 


fame Deſign, and in the very ſame Capacity, as the 


Servant at Philip's Door: where He was ordered to 
repeat daily that inſtructive Admonition, Sir, re- 
« member That You muſt die.” Which was no- 
thing more, than reminding the Monarch of what 
He knew, but might not ſo habitually advert to. 
I Bork, your Ladyſhip is more and more de- 


lighted with that incomparable Book, the BIBLE: 


juſtly ſo called, by way of diſtinguiſhed Superiority 
to all other Compoſitions in the World. I heartily 


wiſh, your Ladyſhip may ſee the Glories, and taſte 


the 
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_ the Sweetneſs, of the divine Word. . Your. Lady; 
ſhip will then have Reaſon to ſay, Among all the 
4 Libraries of the Learned, among all the Enter- 
cc tainments of the Polite, There is None, there | is 
Nothing like IT.“ | 8 £2 
Tre Scriptures, my Lady, are e intended by their 
erer- bleſſed Author, for the moſt deſirable and gra- 
cious Purpoſes. Inſomuch, that a royal and in- 
ſpired Penman, knew not how to expreſs his Gra- 
titude for ſuch an ineſtimable Treaſure. LORD, 
what Love have I unto thy Law I It's Worth is fo 
great; my Eſteem ſor it is ſo dear; that I have no 
adequate Words, to declare either the One or the 
Other. But, where my Tongue is defective, there 
let my Practice ſpeak. Ai! the Day long is my Study 
in it.—A Commendation this, which your Lady- 
ſhip will eaſily diſcern, to be far more emphatical 
than all the Strains of Eloquence. A Commenda- 
tion, which, I flatter myſelf, your Ladyſhip will 
adopt; and, as it came from the Mouth of a King, 
will not be aſhamed to make it your own. 1 
Ir We take a Survey of all our Wants, We ſhall 
find an abundant Supply in this heavenly Magazine. 
—Are We in Queſt of Knowlege ? The Scriptures 
are calculated to communicate this Bleſſing. A hen 
thy Word goeib forth, it giveth Light and Underſland- 
ing unto the Simple. It is called, A Light ſhining in 
a dart Place; illuminating the dark Corners, (can 
your Ladyſhip bear the Expreflion ? if I add) the 
gloomy Dungeon, of the human Heart, The Pſal- 
| | miſt 


| rhiſt moſt elegantly compares the holy Word of 
GOD to the magnificent Lamp of Day. That as 
richly furniſhed to pour ſacred Wiſdom through the 
Soul, as this to diffuſe meaner Splendours through 
the Firmament. It is, to ſay all in a Word, able 
to make wiſe unto Salvation, through the amen n is 
in JESUS CHRIST. 

Do We want that precious Faith, menti ioned in 
the preceding Quotation? This, though the Gift 


of GOD, is wrought by his Wox p. Faith com- 


. eth by hearing, by reading, by meditating on, he 
Oracles of eternal Truth. Theſe teſtify of CHRIST. 
They diſplay his almighty Power, and infinite 
| Goodneſs; the Fulneſs of his Grace, and the Free- 
neſs of his Merits. In them, He is evidently ſet 
forth, both crucified, and exalted : moſt beautifully 
pourtrayed, in his ſublime Honours, and unſearch- 
able Riches. —They therefore are admirably ſuited, 
to create a ſupreme Eſteem of CHRIST); to ex- 
cite an ardent Longing for CHRIST; and pro- 

duce an unfeigned Acquieſcence in CHRIST. 
Thus are they fitted, by way of noble Inſtrument, 
to. work that leading Chriſtian Tm a "OY 


- +. Fanth-; 


Ax We deſirous of 1 renewed after the 4 
vine Likeneſs *—This is the very Eſſence of Reli- 
gion. A Qualification, indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
our Enjoyment of future Bleiledneſs. An Endow- 
ment, in Compariſon of which, Sceptres and Co- 
ronets are empty Toys. The Apoſtle ſays upon 
| Ek | this 
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this Subject and his Words are e to be writ- 
ten on the Tables of every Heart; GOD has given 
Us EXCEEDING GREAT and PRE- 
CIQUS Promiſes, that by theſe Ye might be Par 
takers of the divine Nature. Theſe are a Refiner's 
Fire, to burn up the Droſs of inbred Corruption; 
and a facred Seal, to inſtamp the amiable Image of 
our Redeemer on the Mind. In ſhort ; thoſe Vo- 
lumes of Inſpiration are adapted and ordained by 
unerring Wiſdom, to make the Man of GOD per- 
fect; thoroughly furniſbed to every good Fark. —I be- 
lieve, it would not be improper, if your Ladyſhip 
addreſſed Yourſelf to the Study of the Bible, with 
theſe grand Advantages in View. And I aſſure 
your Ladyſhip, I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that You 
may not only partake of them, but be filled with 
them; or, as One of your favourite Authors ex- 
preſſes Himſelf, be filled with all the Fulnefs of GOD. 
Thus would I make my Acknowlegements to 
your Ladyſhip, for the Favour of your Letter ; 
and for allowing me the Honour of ſubſcribing 
myſelf, 

London, Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient, 
Jan, 16, 17 56. and obliged Servant, 


Ok : : 5 8 1s E 1 
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Mapa, 


AST Night, I had the 8 of your "nn 
ter. It found me, though recovered from 


my Fever, extremely weak. My Feet can hardly 
ſupport the Body, and my Hands but feebly hold the 
Pen. Otherwiſe I had ſooner acknowleged your 
_ Ladyſhip's preceding Favour. 
I Hopes, our WONDERFUL CounSELLOUR will, 
by theſe Diſorders, teach me to prize more highly 
that Inheritance, which 7s incorruptible, undefiled, 


and never fades. Undefiled, J ſuppoſe, means — Has. 


nothing to cloud its Luſtre or embitter its Sweets; 
has Health without Sickneſs, and Expectation with- 
out Diſappointment; where Holineſs ſhall neither 
feel Corruption, nor fear Temptation; and Hap- 
pinefs ſhall know neither Jy Decline, nor 

End. 
Mx your Ladyſhip have this bliſsful Inheritance 
ever in View—have a lively Hope of poſſeſſing it, 
through the Reſurrection of FESUS CHRIST 
from the Dead — and under the Influence of this 
bleſſed Hope, be enabled 10 purify Yourſelf, even as 


HE is pure. 
You was pleaſed. to. enquire, Whether 1 have 


laid aſide the Thoughts of publiſhing a little Piece. 
One Scheme which I had formed, I believe, will 


2 5 prove 


* 
. 
— —äq— — ——— 
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prove entirely abortive. Another, which I had 
projected, I am ſtill inclined to execute. Which 
15, to print two of three Sermons, preached on the 
late Faft-Days. Theſe, for ſome particular Rea- 
ſons, I happened to take down in Short-hand. As 
J have ſeen no Diſcourſes on this Occaſion, that 
were ſufficiently evangelical, I have a ſtrong Deſire, 
for the Supply of this one Defect only, to appear on 
the Stage. Will You be ſo good as to favour with 
your —_— and beg of GOD all-wiſe to direct, 

Madam, 
Weſton, 5 Your moſt obliged, 

Thurſday Morning. | humble Servant. 


WETTED... 


Mapan, 


AM much leaked with, therefore ought to be 

very thankful for, your Account of the King 
of Pruſſias Behaviour. It is truly noble, and ſpeaks 
a ſincere Senſe of Religion. Only I want to have 
| his Religion wear the Image and Superſcription of the 
Goſpel. So that we might truly call it Chriſtian. 
This, in due Time, I truſt, will be accompliſhed ; 
and He will honour the SON even as He honours the 


FATH 2 K. 
Ixpzzp, 
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Inver, Madam, in true Religion, CHRIS T, 
is the Aﬀphe and. Omega 3 the. fir /t and the laſt; 3. the 
ALL, in ALT. Would: any One come to. the Ea. 
THER? It is only by Him that . have Aegi 
5 Are We, accepted before G OD ? It i is wholly 7 in 
the beloved SON, and his conſummate. Righteouſ- - 
neſs?—Would We have Comfort now?. CHRIST 
is the Conſolation of Ifrael. The Works, which 
He has performed ; the Death, which He has ſuf- 
| fered; theſe pleaſe GOD, and ſatisfy Juſtice; 
_ theſe therefore quiet the Sinner's Conſcience, and 
enable Him to go on his Way rejoicing.— Would 


We enter into the Realms of Glory, and ſtand be- 


fore the Fhrone of GO D* Having waſhed our 
Robes, and made them white in the Blood of the 
LAMB, We are admitted to this "Honour; and 
partake of this Bleſſedneſs.— May your Ladyſhip 
grow daily in the Knowlege of this. divinely excęl- 
lent S AVIO UR! Becauſe this is the Way to 


grow in Grace, in Peace, and in all abi _ a 


Leaye to . with the deepeſt Reſpect, | 
1 eat Ladythip! 's moſt obliged, 9 0 
2 71 14,008, moſhobodiene en 


1 8. WII. You hos fo. E 171 to | ifs: me, 
what Mr, How ſaid upon the Subject of Building. 
A Saying, at which one of your Letters hinted. 
The Maſons are going on upace with my new 
Houſe. But I have no Trouble about chem; hav- 
ing agreed with the Architect, to execute the Work” 
. 1 N ſot 


i 
ö 
ö 
; 
| 
| 


N I. ET TEN TE 
for Aa 2 Bum. The Reſtoration bf my Health, 


alter which You a re ſo obliging as to Enquire, is N 
Te "the Sun in Gibeon. T have Var” juft' ventured : 


inte t the Air; never yet ſo far as the Church. May 
your "Health, Madam, be as the Sun, when He 


 goeth forth'i in his Seren gt 1 hope for the Pleaſure To 


of hearing, that my Hofibured Patroneſs, thi e Coln- 
tels of eee, is recovered of e «Av. 2 


?} roy": i 5 BY ©. £4 £36 at 2 1 17 1 2 £2 8 1 


& -OUR Protleiice-« 4 your Rinnef b age 5 
1 equal Claim to my grateful Acknowlege- 
ments. The Step Vou have taken, is much more 

judicious, than any that I could have ſuggeſted » 

and as You Yourſelf are willing to defray Part of the 

Expence, is much more generous than I ought to- 

have expedted.—May'the bleſſed JESUS fulfill his 
' Promiſe, and more than recompenſe all my Obli- 

gations ! May He guide You continually ; : give 

You an eſtabliſhed, an aſſured” Intèreſt in his und 

ſpeakable Treaſures; and ſappiy all Your Nap acer 

ing to his Riches in Gry 
- My Bookſeller informs: me; that Teen und A 
= meet — favourable Reception from the Pubs 
= . | e. 


— 


* OI 
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105 WR: 0 OD is pleaſed to giye them Acceptance in 
the Sight of the World. Inſomuch that He is en- 
tering upon another Edition, though the firſt was 
very numerous. See, Madam, if GOD will bleſs, 
who can blaſt? If HE will proſper, how needlefs 
are Ld little Artifices and inferior Recommenda- 
tions! | 5 Ss | 
I xEMEMBER, a very ingenious Gentleman ones 
ſhewed me a Compoſition i in Manuſcript. He in- 
_ tended it for the Preſs, and aſked my Opinion. It 
was moral, it was delicate, it was highly finiſhed. 
But I ventured to tell Him, There was one Thing 
wanting. The Name and the Merits of the di- 
 vinely excellent JESUS: without which, I feared, 
the GOD of Heaven would not accompany it 
| with his Grace; and without which, I was very 
ſure, the Enemy of Souls would laugh it to Scorn. 
— The Gentleman ſeemed to be ſtruck with Sur- 
priſe. The Name of JESUS, He replied ! This 
ſingle Circumſtance would fruſtrate all my Expec- 
tations; would infallibly obſtru& the Sale; and 
make every Reader of Refinement throw it aſide 
with Diſdain. Now, Madam, I am willing to put 
the Matter to a Trial, and myſelf to practice the 
Advice I gave. So far from ſecreting the amiable, 
the majeſtic Names of JESUS and the adorable 
"TRINITY, that I have printed them i in grand 
and conſpicuous Capitals. That all the World 
may ſee, I look upon it as my higheſt Honour, to 
 acknowlege, to venerate, to magnify my. GOD 


S 2 and 


— — ͤ ——— 4 2— — 
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and SAVIOUR. And if HE has no Power 


over the Hearts of Men, or nothing to do with the 


Events of the World; if Acceptance and Succeſs 


are none of his Gifts, have no Dependance on his 


Smile; then I am content, perfectly content to be 
| without them. 


You chide me for encloſing my Le to your 
Ladyſhip in a Frank. But I promiſe myſelf, You 
will not be very angty with me, on this Account. 
Nay, You cannot, You muſt not, be angry with 
me at all. You muſt not conſtrain me to be unjuſt. 


And what will it be, but abſolute Injuſtice, 


make You pay Sixpence, for that which is not 
worth any Thing? Which is more than paid for, 


by your Ladyſhip's Acceptance. 


I wisn, Lady - - may be enabled by Faith 
to fee the LORD's CHRIST. That is the only 


1} Way to have Comfort in Affliction, and to ſing, like 


the three Hebrew Youths, in the fiery Furnace: | 
that is the only Way to depart, like good old Si- 
meon, in Peace, and with Hopes full of Immorta- 


lity. Let me wiſh the ſame Blefling for Lady 


Frances Shirley; becauſe this is the only Method to 


ſweeten and exalt Life; to make it a Privilege to 
| live, or Gain to die, Permit my Pen to add, what 
my very Heart dictates, that I am, | 


"i | Madam, | 
We?on, Your much obliged, * 
March g. | and moſt grateful Servant. 
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| Hy does 110 FRANCES mention the 
VV Word Condeſcention, when She is pleaſed to 
honour me with a Letter? Indeed, Madam, You 
have nothing to do with that Word. It is mine by 
an excluſive Right. It expreſſes what You. alone 
can practiſe, and what I alone muſt 4e lege, 5 
How does your Ladyſhip know, that I“ ſpeak 
to my People an Hour together I muſt con- 
feſs, I do fo ſometimes. But I always blame myſelf 
for it. It detains the Congregation too long. It 
renders the Diſcourſe tireſome to be heard, and al- 
moſt impoſſible to be remembered. This is one of 
the Inconveniences attending the'extempore Method 
of Preaching. We forget how the Time paſſes 
away; We advert not to the Length of our Ha- 
rangue; and, being deſirous of impreſſing our 
Hearers, are inſenſibly W into an undue Pro- | 


7 lixity. 


I conGRATULATE Mr. K — on 5 Wiſdom 
and Happineſs, in giving up Himſelf without Re- 
ſerve to the bleſſed G OD. Ah! why ſhould We 
delay this important Duty? Why ſhould We be re- 
luRtant in this delightful Afair ?—One Cauſe of 
our Backwardneſs is our ſtubborn Selfiſhneſs and 
ſtrong Corruption. Another. Reaſon is, that We 
8 not attempt it in the proper Way. We conſi- 

. 3 . 
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der 3 the Reaſonableneſs of it; We urge on 
our Conſciences the Neceſſity of it; and We la- 
bour with our Hearts, if by any Means We may. 
bring them to the Practice of it. But We ſeldom 
apply the endearing Motives of the Goſpel. St. 
| Paul ſays ; 1 beſeech You therefore Brethren, by. the 
Mercies of GOD, that ye preſent your Bodies a living 
| Sacrifice. Here, the Duty of ſurrendering Our- 
ſelves to the Almighty, is inculcated; and the eaſy, 
the expeditious Manner of doing it, is diſplayed. — 
We are to preſent : our. Bodies; not in Contradiſtinc- | 
tion to our Souls, but in Alluſion - to the whole 
burnt Offerings of old. In which, not a ſingle. 
Joint, or the Fat on the Kidneys only, but the 
Whole of the Animal was ſet apart for the Victim. 
So ve are to devote, not this Talent or that only, 
| hut ALL We have and ALL We are, to the Glory 


of his Name, and to the Good Pleaſure of his Will. 
— living Sacrifice : not dead in carnal Pleaſure, 
not aſleep in ſpiritual Indolence. But awake and 
- active for our divine MASTER; fervent and 
zealous in his ſacred Service. What ſhould en- 
gage Us to all this? The moſt inviting and the 
moſt forcible of Inducements ; the Mercies of our 
GOD. He has given HIMSELF and all his 
fublime Perfections, to be our Portion. He has 
given his SON, his infinite Atonement and ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, to be our Salvation. He has 
's given his SPIRIT, to teſtify of CHRIST in 
| our Hearts, to apply 1008 great Salvation to our 
| Souls, 


r 


\ 
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— And can We, under the Influence off ſuch a 
Faith, can We forbear the Enquiry of the Pſalmiſt, 


What Return Gl 1 make- unto_the LORD; He. off 


the, Rengfits that He hath done unte me, Such a Frith 
will overcome the Perverſeneſs of our Inclinatio 
Such a Faith wil make tlie Work of Pan 
pleaſing. - Between the Mind, acduated with ſych, a; 


Faith, and deſtitute of it, there is AS much Dif+; 


fetence,. as between the liquid and the ſolid. Metal, 

In this precious F aith, therefore, may NN Lane, 
ſhip ever abide, and ever advance! ....: i 

Mx. — Pamphlet I So ſeen, When 


it comes to my Hand, I will, without any Diſguiſey 


inform your Ladyſhip, how it affects me on the 


Peruſal ; whether, with, Delight or Diſgyſt—Let 
me obſerve the Humility of the Apoſtle, in the, 


Verſe quoted above. ] beſcech You, . Brethren: 


Though He might command; as inveſted, with the 
Authority of, CHRIS T, He rather beſesches. 


And though he was the chiefeſt of Saints, He, calls 


the weakeſt, meaneſt Chriſtian, his Brother. 82 As 
You have imitated Him in theſe, may Lou imitate 
Him in all. Reſpects; and being like Himion ere 


* with Him in Heaven. A : 
| — Your moſt obliged, | | 
Mein Ila 
Dr eh bag 
: 


8 
Souls, and to make all Grace abound towards Us. 
All this He has given freely, irrevocably, eternally. . 
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-BEG Pardon for being fo tardy i in acknowleg- 
ing your laſt Favour. Indeed, T intended to 
have paid the Pebt of Gratitude, much ſooher. 
But ſometimes W eakneſs un: nerved, at other times 
Bbſineſs had my Hands. e OW: 

Your Ladyſhip 18 "obeyed. * n "pili no- 
thing as yet. But ſhall be glad to hear the Reaſons, 
which You have to alledge. Theſe will make' my 
Obedience rational, and the Reſult of Judgment. 
Whereas now it is implicit, and the” Exerciſe of 


Aye 


INE Ep, Madam, T Lok! how to pity: You. | 
when neceflitated to go through Scenes of Pomp 


and Hurry. To me they would be irkſome to the 


laſt Degree, T wiſh; We had the Honour of vour 
Ladyſhip's Reſidence at Mſton. Our Manor- 
Houſe: is occupied by a Gentleman, who greatly 
dillikes my Doctrine. A Brother-Clergyman too! 

Tn Arbour, You rightly gueſs, is no Perform 


7 


ance of mine. I have not ſeen the Poem; but 1 


faw an Extract from it, which was very pictureſque 


and pleaſing- 1 fancy, there is one Peculiarity 
wanting in it, Which, I hope, will always attend 
and adorn, whatever this ; Pen writes, or this 
Thee utters, I mean, the Name, the Grace, the 

Se + . 
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Righteouſneſs and Death of JESUS CHRIST. 
Without this, I ſhould think every Diſcourſe and 
every Compoſition, Iike the Ring without the Dia- 
mond, or the Body without the Suu. 

Yes, Madam; I will with Pleafurt 1 pray for my 
honoured Benefactreſt. And if I forget to fhew 
my T hankfulneſs for your Favour in this Manner, 
tet ny right Hand forget her Cunning. And T have 
the datisfaction to inform You, that an infinitely 
2 Apvocars prays for Tou. * 1 1 5 
$6R for your Ladyſhip. And what is the Subjelt 
of his Interceffion, We learn John xiv. 16. Charm 
ing Text! Ineſtimable Privilege! ' Methinks; I 
ſhould not interrupt or divert your Attention, while 
You are meditating on fo precious a Portion of. 
Scripture. Give 1 me Leave therefore to withdraw ; 
only allowing me the prom mate before I retire, to 


org n l th Ah: k 6 
| e ne W 
Weſton, BAY 'Your moſt obliged," 


June 12, 1756. oa 7 : De I 1 Bürde 
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HOPE, ee Tims,: 3 arg 1 | 

+. with the true Reaſon of my neglecting to, write 

by Sunday's Poſts It was not, „ becauſe I have, 
e nothing to ſay,” Was 1 to addreſs many other. 
Perſons. of Gality, 1. mould certainly find my. 


| Thoughts and my Pen hampered with this Dificulty. 


But as your Ladyſhip permits me to expatiate upon, 
Religion, I ſhall never be at a Loſs. for a Subject. 
I have a F und of Materials, various as the Con- 


tents of the Bible; vaſt as the Perſections of, our 


GOD; and, likewhe Grace of our LORD JE-- 

SUS CHRIST, abſolutely inexhauftible. MT 
Do not harbour any. Fear, Madam, concerning 

the Propriety of your ſending Dr. Cr; 1/p's, Sermons. 


to Mr. K——, They are, I think, the very Dif- 
courſes which, He wants. Eſpecially, if He is in- 


clined to Diſtreſs of Conſcience, on Account of 


| his ſpiritual State. I know not any Treatiſes more 


proper, or more excellently calculated, to adminiſter 
ſolid Confolation. They are, under the divine In- 
fluence, one of my firſt Counſellors, and principal 
Comforters. They often drop Manna and Balm 
upon my fainting and ſickly Graces. The LORD 


JESUS CHRIST grant, that your Ladyſhip | 


may experience the Soul-chearing, Conſcience- 
8 g healing, 
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healing, Heart-reviving, Power of theſe Precio 
Doctrines Ex 

Trz Doctor has, as You july K ſome 
Expreſlions, which ſeem to contradict poſitive Com- 
mands or peremptory Aſſertions of Scripture. But 
theſe Expreſſions, when examined and explained, | 
Will generally. be found. to. coincide with the Truth | 
48 it is in FESUS. They are not contrary to the 
pure Word of the Goſpel, but to our pre-conceived 
and legal Ideas. We have not been accuſtomed to 
the joyful Sound of Grace and Salvation—infinitely 
rich Grace, and perfectly free Salvation therefore 
they are a range Language to our Ears. O [ that 
We may more frequently hear, and more dili gently 
read, till, like the Colofſian Converts, We know the 
Grace of GOD! in Truth. 3 

I Horz, Mr. 7 will prove a ſerious and aſe- 
ful Miniſter. He ſeems, not to. diſlike, but to re- 
liſh Chriſtian Converſation; ſuch as the Apoſtle / 
calls good, and adapted to the Uſe of edi Hing. Who 
knows, but the GOD of all Wiſdom may make 
.his Interviews with your Ladyſhip a Blefling to his 
Soul? If the deepeſt Reſpect for your high Station 
and fine Accompliſhments can influence, You have 
ſingular Advantages on your Side. But theſe, Ma- 
dam, You have learned to poſſeſs, as though You 
poſſeſſed them not. You place no Dependence on 
them, but on HIM only, who is the Light of the 
World; who has the ſeven Stars in his right Hand 
and qualifies Miniſters for the Diſcharge of thale ; 

important 


— 


* 
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important Olkice. Do not You remember one of 
your own Sex, celebrated by the greateſt eccleſiaſtic 


Hiſtorian in the World, who taught even a moſt 
eloquent Teacher? Who expounded to Him, with 
much Acceptance and with equal 9 the IWay 


of GOD more e ferfelii); 


Mx. 7. was right in his Conjecture relating 
to my Sermons. I have never, ſince I was Mi- 
niſter of this Place, uſed written Notes. So that | 
all my public Diſcourſes are vaniſhed into Air; un- 
leſs the bleſſed SPIRIT has: left any Traces of 
them, on the Hearts of the Hearers. And though 
I have many Diſcourſes, that were written before I 
diſcontinued the Uſe of Notes, they are all penned 


in Short-hand, and are intelligible to none but the 


Writer. —You will eaſily conclude, from the pre- 
ceding Lines, that your Ladyſhip's Favour, dated 
on Tueſday, was duly received, as i it is . 
acknowleged by, 
Madam, 
Your moſt obliged, 
and very obedient, , 
humble Servant, 


LET. 
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L ET Ter NN 
Mapa, 


1 JOIN my Thanks with your” Sy to the GOD | 
of our Life and Health, for delivering You from 
your late Indiſpoſition. May the Hand, that re- 
ſtored, preſerve the Vigour and Activity of your 


Conſtitution; and enable You to devote every re- 


newed as every remaining Moment, to HIM 
who died for your Sins, and ref again for your Fuſti- 
fication! 

Max I beg Leave to aſk your Ladyſhip, What 
Authors Mr. K—— has principally read, and what 
are his favourite Books? He ſeems to write ſome- 
what in the Strain of the Hutcheſonians,—1 do not 
wonder, that People object to Dr. Criſp, and ſuch 
Divines as magnify the exalted SAVIOUR, who | 
ſits at GON's right Hand; but pour Contempt 
upon the fallen Creatures, who dwell in Houſes of 
Clay: who would repreſent the divine RE> 
DEEMER, as the meridian Sun, and all the 
Race of Adam, as Glow-Worms of the Night. — 
There was a Time, when I ſhould have joined, 
moſt heartily joined in the Oppoſition. For then I 
ſought to Mabliſp my own Righteouſneſs. I would fain 
be ſomething ; would fain do ſomething, to inherit 
£6 eternal Life and could not brook a total Submiſſion 

| Rs al 
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to the Righteouſuef o GOD. But rejhared Infrmi- 
ties, repeated Sins, and repeated Sorrows, have been 
the Means, under the Influence of the SPIRIT, 

to cure me of this arrogant Temper. It is now the 


daily Deſire of my Soul, to ſee more and more the 
Littleneſs, the Inſufficiency, the Meanneſs of all 


that is'called my own. But to delight myſelf in the 
unſearchable Riches, and triumph in the tranſcendent 


Excellencies of CHRIST JESUS LORD. 


And I do aſſure You, Madam, that when I wan- 
der from this Path, I Stumble upon dark Mountains 
I fall into Briars and Thorns ; I loſe my Peace, ah 


Tranquility, my Hope. —If this be the Caſe, as it 
really is, your Ladyſhip will allow, that I have 
| Reaſon, notwithſtanding every contrary n. 
to adhere inſeparably to this Way. 


I BEG Pardon for ſpeaking ſo much of Self that 


. defpicable Idol Self. Many, I am ſenſible, would 
look upon it as inexcuſable Folly and Vanity. But 
IJ write to a Friend, the Candour of whoſe Mind is 
equal to the. Dignity of her Station ; who will give 
me Leave to uſe the Freedom of an Aſſociate, even 


while I addreſs a Superior, a Benefactor, a Patro- 
neſs. | | 

MR. T t reminds ine of a humourous but 
judicious Anſwer, which Dr. Cheney (who was 
reckoned as un- orthodox in Phyſic, as Dr. Criſp in 
Divinity) gave to a Perſon, conſulting Him about 
the Recovery of his Health. Sir, You are not 


&« bad enough for me.” —Nonie but the deeply diſ- 


ordered 


f 
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ordered would fübtnit to Ching's thortifying Pre- 
ſcriptions. And None but the worry. anlt bhetvys 
laden will come to CHRIST; or reliſh a b. 
Vo make ttte ſmile, when You place mie int 
Ponttfic Chair. No, Madam ; this ſhall not be 
my Station, as, I am ſure, it is not my Ambition. 
But, if You pleaſe, 1 will act as your Gentleman- 
Uſher; I will endeavour to perform the ſame Office 
for your. Ladyſhip, - as Philip executed for thoſe 
Greeks, who ſaid, Sir, Me would fee FESUS.— 
They were come to Jeruſalem at a grand Feſtival. 
ut all the Entertainments and all the Diverſions of 
the Seaſon, were to them inſipid Things, compared 
with the Pleaſure of converſing with CH RIST. 
— Wiſe and exemplary Strangers! May my honour- 
ed Correſpondent imitate You, in this Particular! 
Count nothing dear, nothing grand, nothing. de- 
ſirable, in compariſon of ſeeing—JESUS and his 
Glories—JESUS and his Righteouſneſs — JE- 
SUS and his eternal Heaven ! And 01 may She 
ſee all theſe as HER own | _ 

Mx. R. will have at Northampton, a large 
| Church t to 7 in, and a large Sphere to act in. 
May his Zeal and his Succeſs be larger than both! 
L have 1 not heard of the Earth-Quake, which You 
mention. , ; It is awful indeed, to have the Founda- 
tions of the Earth ſhake, and its Surface reek with 
the Blood of the Slain. May theſe Events, and 
whatever elſe indicates the Diſpleaſure of the 
MOST HIGH, teach Us to prize the great 


Pro- 


4K» — 
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Propitiation, . incite Us to fly unto the inyiolable 
Sanctuary, JESUS. CHRIST!) 2 

Welton, +, Your, Ladyſhip' 's moſt l ak 
Nor. 22. - © and very humble Servant. 


„ 
—— * $4 + 
/ : ; 


1 T. TE RinKCV;; 


Manan, ; 


ILL You give me Leave, for once, to in- 
dulge a Conjecture, that I over-hear your 
Thoughts ? Hear You reaſoning within Yourſelf— 
« Two Letters ſent : And neither of them anſwer- 
« ed! Are theſe his Expreſſions of Gratitude ?— 

60 However, I can forgive; and aſcribe his 3 
« duct to any Thing, rather than an evil Princi- 
« ple.” —Can your Ladyſhip forgive me? That is 
more than I could do to myſelf, if I had not too 
ſubſtantial a Reaſon for my late Silence. —The Rea- 
ſon is, what Many might be aſhamed to tell, in 
ſuch plain Language as I uſe, when I inform your 
Ladyſhip, That I have been arreſted. Have been 
in cloſe cloſe Confinement for ſeveral Days. And 


could find None, no not One, that was both wil- 


ling and able to bail me. Now, Madam, for your 
Chriſtian Courage ! Dare You riſque your Reputa- 
tion, by taking Notice of a Priſoner? Can A Lady. 


1 | of 


LAY FIAUcES SHIRIE V. 33: 


df Quality ſtoop to corxreſpond with ſuch a con- 
temptible Creature? Ves, Yow reply. I hope, 
I ſhall always think it my Honour, to acknowu 
lege my divine Maſter, even in the meaneſt of 
his People. I hope, I ſhall never be aſhamed ef 
“ his Miniſters, though they were in Bonds, in Im- 
e priſonments, in Deaths. He was higher than all 
Heavens, and has 4 Name above" every Name. 
e fully, did He ſubmit to be mmbert with Males 
& factors; and to be nailed, as a: Spectacle of In- 
famy, on the curſed Tree l Surely then T-ſhalP 
« reckon my Character, my Dignity, my Fortune, 
only ſo far valuable, as” they may en nts" 2 to 
„ his Name, and do Service to his Cauſe ?? 
To keep your Ladyſhip no longer in Suſpence./ | 
I really am a Priſoner; and, in ſome Senſe, the 
Priſoner of JESUS CHRIST. The Writ that 
was ſerved on me, is his ſovereign and holy Will. 
The Action, that lies againſt me, is my Sinfulneſs, 
and Mis-Improvement of my Talent. The Officer, 
that arreſted me, is Sickneſs. And the Place of my 
Confinement, is my Chamber. This Repreſenta- 
tion of my Caſe, I truſt, will incline your Ladyſhip 
to excuſe my Remiſſneſs in acknowledging your late 
Favours ; and incite You to'put up a compaſſionate 
Prayer in my Behalf, That I may be enabled to 
bleſs the Hand, and kiſs the Rod, that ſmites me. 
I thank the Phyfician, that prefcribes my Medicines; 
voy In and expenſive. I thank the Sur 


y | 5 HER | geon, 
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geon, that has pierted my Vein, and taken 1 


even Part of my vital Blood. Becauſe, I am aſſured, 


they intend my Welfare. And is there not infinite- 
ly greater Reaſon, to thank the un-erring; and ten- 


der Providence of my GOD, who never affiifts 


arbitrarily, but graciouſſy; nor grieves the Children 


of Men, but for their ſpiritual and eternal Good! 

I am much obliged to You, Madam, for tranſ- 
mitting to me without Diſguiſe, the Remarks. made 
on my Pamphlet.—1 was myſelf much in Doubt, 
1232 the Propriety of Hannibal's oracular 


Doom.“ Had determined to expunge it; or to 
have mentioned i it, only as the Opinion of an emi- 


nent Commentator; but not to have laid any Streſs 


at all upon it. Meeting accidentally with the Paſ« 


ſage from Mr. Riley's Sermon, I was, induced, up- 
on his Authority, to retain it. Pray, is it objected, 
That the Tranſlation j is improper ?. Or, that the Fact 
is of no Weight, chough the Tranſlation ſhould be 
allowed With regard to the Change of Sentiment 
introduced in that Clauſe, Bleſſed be, &c. I fear, I 
have miſtaken the Senſe of facred Writ: have depart- 
ed from the moſt eaſy and natural Interpretation of the 
Words; have dropped the Doctrine, which gives the 
greateſt Glory to G OD, and ſuggetts the moſt im- 
portant Admonition to Man. 1 ſhould be glad to learn 
from the 1 ingenious Critic, (for a Critic He is, and 
truly perſpicacious) what that fine Idea may be, 
which I have been ſo unhappy as to loſe. I have 
ſettled i in wy own Mind, what other Senſe I would 
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| propoſe; and ſhould be defirous to A whether his 5 


and mine co-incide. 
I AssuxE Vou, n I had: ac nc te 


| my Errors corrected, than hear my Praiſes trum- 


peted. And [ſhall be ready, not only without Re- 
luctance, but with unfeigned Pleaſure, to retrat 
my Opinion, and confeſs my Miſtake, where-ever 


the leaſt Iota or Tittle of divine Truth has been in- 
jured by my Pen.—Be ſo good as to communicate 
ſuch Animadverſions, when En occur in Comer. 
ſation. 


Does your Ladyſhip want: a « Maat Seren bs 0¹ | 


| know of any mild-tempered,. condeſcending, ferious 
Lady that wants a Maid to wait on Her? There is 


in my Pariſh a young Woman, who, I think, 


85 d make in all Reſpects, a valuable Servant. 


Very neat and has a genteel Air. Good-natured 


and perfectly honeſt. | Quite ſenſible, and has a fine 
Hand with her Needle, or at ironing. Some Years 
ago, being out of Place, ſhe lived in our Family, 
rather than have no Employ. Continued with Us 


more than a Year, but deſerved a much better 
Place. A better Place ſhe got, and for ſeveral 
Years held. But is now out of Service again. I 


' verily think, ſhe would give great Satisfaction, 
| where-ever ſhe was employed; otherwiſe, I would 


not preſume to mention Her, in this Manner, to 

your Ladyſhip. | 
Your: Query about my dear Friend J/hitefield's 
Intention, I am not Caſuiſt enough to anſwer, 
e N 2, Indeed 
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i | Indeed I I am quite an Ignoramus in the Canons. I 

1 ſhould apprehend, in a Land of Liberty and Tole- 

{ ration, none can hinder er hurt Him. Indeed, if 
1 le expects to enjoy the Emoluments of the Eſta . 


bliſhment, He muſt conform to its Orders. But 
| theſe, You know, He neither claims, nor covets |} _ 
If He proceeds, as He propoſes, they will ſay He is  }F. 


| a Separatiſt or call Him a Fanatic. This they do 
* now : and this, I imagine, is all they can 9 in __ | 
| ö He puts his Deſign in Practicſe. | 
q! PERHAPS, your Ladyſhip is ready to ſay, A pretty 
1 long Epiſtle this, from a ſick Man. If Sickneſs 
5 makes Him fo long-winded, I ſhall wiſh, for my | : 
i | own, as well as for his Eaſe, that He may ſoon re- : 
| | - cover, and not quickly relapſe.—And I ſhall not 
'' ceaſe to wiſh, that the Voice of Joy and Health may F 
1 | be in your Dwellings below; till You enter into I! 
” the Joy and Honour of your LORD, in the Man- | 
ll ſions above. And though I, for my Part, have no 
| | ] Hope of the Former ; may ſome Share of the Latter 
* fall to the Lot of 15 . 1 
i . | 
1 adam, | | bd 
* Weſton, | Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged d | 
h | Nov: 25 and obedient Servant, 1 
| | ( 
1 1 


Lapy FrAnces SIA E T. 2% 


L E T OW. © 


Maran, 


A SCRIBE it not to infenſility; ; aſcribe it not | 
to Indolence ; aſcribe it rather to a deep En- 


gagement in Buſineſs, that I have not made my 
Acknowlegements for the Honour of your laſt Let= 


ter, by an earlier Poſt, I was ſo engaged, that I | 


did but juſt accompliſh my Purpoſe, notwithſtand- 


ing I took Leave to rely on your Ladyſhip' s Indul- 


gence, and poſtpone the rene of oy Debt of 
_ Gratitude, 


80 You lend Theron and Apaſio, Madam! You 7 
ate not aſhamed' of ſuch old-faſhioned Gentry ! 


1 5 Nay, by ſending them abroad, Vou make them 
itinerant Preachers; and, what is more, You coun- 


tenance their Meſſage, and avow their Doctrine. 
May the G OD of all Grace likewiſe vouchſafe to 
countenance their Meſſage, and accompany it with 


his divine SPIRIT! Then it will be no Diſgrace 


to your Ladyſhip, at leaſt in another Scene of 


Things, to have honoured them with your Name; 
neither will it be any Grief of Heart, at leaſt in a 


dying Hour, to have ſeconded. and furthered their 
Deſign. , 

WIIIL You wank Madam, not to fulvet me 
of Flattery ? And will You aſcribe all the Glory to 


_ our —_—_ GOD? J. I venture to ſay, That 


„„ | Lady 
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| Lady F 8 
Notions of Divinity, than his Lordſhip of 


I dare not write the Word at length. I hardly ies 


ſpecify the initial and final Letters. I durſt not 
mention them. But indeed, with regard to the 


Purport of Pag. 70. Vol. II. I muſt appeal from 
the Lawn, to the Brocade. And I know, You will 
not be e if I take Leave to refer You to a 
fine Prayer, ſuitable to the Occaſion, and — | 


important; Phil. i. 9, 10, II. 


I am pleaſed, exceedingly pleaſed, at your very - 


humane and candid Manner of aſcribing this Inac- 


curacy of Judgment, to Haſte, to Hurry, to any | 
Thing, rather than deliberate Thought, Well, 


Madam; if no Body learns any Thing valuable 


from my Books, I will endeavour to learn Candour 


from your Remark occaſioned by them. 

Pray, let me know, what that Term of Honour 
is, by which the General is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
our worthy Soldier. I ſhall be eager to know, 
whether the Report is true, which You heard con- 
cerning the General's ſudden Death. Such alarm- 


ing Providences cry, Be Ye alſo ready! O] that We 
may be looking unto JESUS; confiding in his 


Blood, and conforming to his Image! Then let the 


laſt Enemy come. We have nothing to fear. There 
is no Condemnation to them that are in JE SUS 


CHRIST. 


I am ſurprized at the ee, which Mr. 
H —. I thought, I had 


— gave of J— 


been 


y is a better Caſuiſt, has juſter 
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been looked upon, by my Brethren the Clergy, in 
a very contemptible Light. I would be humbly 

thankful to G OD, if He keeps me from diſhonour- 
ing my ſacred Profeſſion: But Ol what a Happi- 
| neſs is it, and what a high Diſtinction, to be 
enabled to adorn the Goſpel of GOD our SAN. 
OUR. May this be the Privilege of your Lady- 
ſhip” s Life and Converſation; then You will have 
no Cauſe to regret the Want of a ducal Coronet: 
II am an utter Stranger to Mr. T. Ne- 

ver ſpoke to Him, nor ſo much as perſonally know 
Him. I can therefore no otherwiſe contribute to 
the Accompliſhment of your Deſire, than by adding 
my Prayers to your Wiſhes = that He, and all the 
Clergy may preach and teach JESUS CHRIST; 5 
may ſpend and be ſpent in the ſacred” Service; may 
have their Labours attended with a general Wel- 
come, and with abundant Succeſs. And if I pray 
for Others, You Madam can never be forgotten 


by 


Vour moſt * | 
and moſt obliged | 


Humble Servant, 


+, <2, ka 


poor R 


41. 
1 


PET TFE Ten. 


4 MapAu, 


Y ou once gave me Reaſon to hope, that 1 
ould receive from your Pen, the Hiſtory of 
May take Leave to remind your 
Ladyſhip of what, I believe, has flipt from W's 


| though not from my Memory. 


Trave been much encumbered with Buſineſs, of 
a Nature which I do not like. Neceflitated I am 
to build a new Houſe, even though myſelf am tot- 
tering over the Grave; that Houſe appointed for all 


Living. May your Ladyſhip's Thoughts be on the 


Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 


Thither our bleſſed REDEEMER is gone; there 
He i is entered as our Forerunner; ; and has taken Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe bliſsful Manſions i in our Name. And 
is not this a moſt engaging Motive to remember 
them ; to have our Converſation in them; and to 


walk as becomes the Heirs of Glory! ? 


Have I not often tired your Patience by the mon- 
ſtrous Length of my Letters? My Thoughts ſhall 


now ſtand in a white Sheet, by Way of Penance for 


the Treſpaſſes committed by, 


Madam, 
Your frequently 3 
but not quite incorrigible, 
E a | humble Servant. 


LET 


1 
* 
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Mapau, DAT 
I T grieves me, that I have not anſwered your laſt 

Letter with more Speed. Becauſe your laſt Let- : 
ter ſeemed to breathe an Air of Tenderneſs and 

Anxiety, which gave me a ſympathizing Pain, 

The Cauſe of my Delay was a Diſorder in my 

Health ; which brought me under the Surgeon's 

Lancet, and the Phyſician's Diſcipline. My poor 
enfeebled Conſtitution is not yet recovered. Though, 
I bleſs the divine Providence, I was enabled to give 
my People the uſual Lecture laſt Night. 

Ixp Ep, my Lady, I pity your Situation. I know ' 
the Enmity which the World bears to all that is ſe- 
rious and ſacred. But this is the Victory, ꝛubich 

overcometh the IWarld, even our Faith. Faith —of 
what? Of thoſe two Privileges, which made a Part 
of our public Diſcourſe, on the laſt LORD's Day; 
CHRIST died for our Sins. 1 Cor. xv. 3 This 
is the Record, that GOD hath given to Us eternal 
Lie. 1 John v. 1 1. The Eeliever, comforting 
| Himfelf i in this Word of the LORD, ſays; Though 
I am a Mark to be ſhot at by the Arrows of the 
Tongue, yet, bleſſed be GOD, my Sins are done 
away ; the LORD hath laid on CHRIST all my 
Iniquities; - and there is no Condemnation for me. 


Though 


/ 


an [L. ETT ERS to 

Though the Enemies of Religion would embitter; 
by their envenomed Reflections, my Portion on 
Earth yet, thanks to redeeming Grace, I have an. 
Inheritance in Heaven, that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
and never fades. May my honoured Lady drink 


deep of theſe ſpiritual Confolations ! and be refreſh- | 


ed in her Chriſtian Warfare! | 
| Way does your Ladyſhip mention ſome little 
Impatience in your Temper ? Why acknowlege a 
Weakneſs and Imperfe&ion ? This might leſſen You 
in the Eſteem of Others; but it makes me admire 
and love your Sincerity. Yet I am afraid to truſt 
myſelf with ſuch Secrets; and ſhall immediately 
commit the Letter, as, in Obedience to your poſi- 
tive Orders, I have committed all your other epiſto= 
lary Favours, to the Flames. Ah, Madam! Who 
is there, that does not more or leſs experience, 
what You complain of? But what is our Remedy ? 
Shall We pore upon our Blemiſhes, and faſten our 
Eyes upon our Wounds ? This will encreaſe our 
Anguith. Let Us rather turn our View to HIM, 
who was typefied by the brazen Serpent. Ey his 
Stripes Fe are healed. Let Us look to JESUS 
CHRIST, the bleſſed Son of G OD, delivered t6 
Death for theſe our Faults, and for all our Sins: 
Conſider — not what I have done? What I have 
deferved? But what CHRIST hath done; what 
_ CHRIST hath deſerved. Here the glorious Goſ- 
pel anfwers; CHRIST hath done all Things well 
and this is the Ground of thy Juſtification. 
[ | CHRIST 
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CHRIST has 0 eternal Life; and this, 
not for Himſelf, but for Thee.—He that diverts his 
Attention from this divinely excellent Object, mult 

unavoidably fall into Diſtreſs and Perplexity. —L 
think, if I remember right, You have no Motto to 
your Coat of Arms. Will your Ladyſhip give me 
Leave to recommend one? Yet, not to be engraven 
on your Seal, but on your Heart. However, I | 
ſhall not offer to ſuggeſt it, till I have your Per- 
miſſion. As ſoon as I know, that You indulge 
me in this Liberty, I will tranſmit the Sentence, 
together with the Reaſons for my Choice. I am 
now going to write to Dr. Hales, to deſire his In- 
tereſt with the Princeſs of Wales in Behalf of a 
worthy religious Man, a Trooper in General Ligo- 
nier's Regiment ; who has ſerved his Majeſty 16 
Years, and having a Wife and Family, would now 
be glad to be diſmiſſed,” and to enjoy ſome of the 
Bounty Money which is frequently allowed to diſ- 
banded Soldiers. Do, Madam, ſecond my Appl | 


cation to the Doctor. 
VJVour moſt, Ke. & c 


r n E R XCIX. 
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OU are pleaſed to alle * How I dare writes. 

< to You as a Caſuiſt ?* *—To which Expoſ- 
tulation 1 reply; That You muſt thank Yourſelf if 
I. have been ſo daring. Why have You been ſo 
obliging on all Occaſions, as to make me lay aſide 
even my natural Timidity? Why have You been 
ſo condeſcending to One of low Eftate, as to make me 
almoſt forget, that the Writer is a poor Ruſtic, and 
his Correſpondent a Lady of Quality ?—You ſee, 
Madam, I mend one Fault, by committing ano-" 
ther; I have the additional Impudence, to charge 
my Audacious Language upon your own diſtin- 
guiſhed Goodneſs, - . , 

Lr me beg Leave, very ſeriouſly to Aire your 
Ladyſhip; that, if I had the Honour of waiting on 
You in Perſon, I ſhould more frequently aſk . your 
Opinion, concerning Texts of Scripture. Becauſe 
this Book is your Study and your Delight, Becauſe 
| theſe Enquiries would lead You to conſider import- 
ant Paſlages with more Attention; and ſuch a 
Practice would tend to aſſiſt me in underſtanding 
them, and to direct me in explaining. them. From 
your Anſwer, I have learned my own Blunder. 
Your Anſwer, as far as it goes, is perfectly right. 
But I was defective in ſtating the Caſe, I did not 
| make 
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inks my right honourable Expoſitor ſenſible of the 
Difficulty, which lay before me; This was the 
puzzling Point; How the Pſalmiſt could repreſent 
it, as Matter of. Foy, that the LORD GOD em- 
nipotent was eoming to judge the Earth? Is not 
this the moſt ſtartling and - tremendous Proſpe& 
| imaginable ? — Should it be replied; . No. The 
Righteous are exhorted to be looking for and haſting 
to the Coming of the Day of GOD. To them it 
will be a Day of glorious Recompence: to them, 
| therefore, it may well be the Object of joyful Ex- 
pectation.— True. But the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of the 
Earth. He means, not the few Righteous, that 
were to be found in it; but the Inhabitants of the 
Earth in general. Who were in no Condition to 
rejoice at the Coming of an infinitely holy Judge, 
who was to try the very Secrets of their Hearts. 
IEE no poſſible Way of removing this Objec- 
tion, but by giving a ſingular or peculiar Interpre- 
tation to the Word, Judge. Let it denote what 
the Judges of old, thoſe illuſtrious Conquerors and 
Deliverers, did for the afflicted Iſraelites. The 
ſame, only in a ſpiritual Capacity, will the LORD 
REDEEMER do for a ruined World, Then 
the Paſſage will convey the following, truly delight- 
ful Senſe . Let the Heavens rejoice, and let the Earth 
be glad let the Sca make a Noiſe, and all that therein 
is for He cometh, not to ſummon the guilty Na- 
tions to his Tribunal, but to deliver them from the 
Guilt of Sin, and from the Damnation of Hell, 


PP 
g © 


Is LET THES we; - 


| He cometh (tranſporting News I ineffable Grace) 
to give Himſelf for their Ranſom ; and, by this im- 
menſely grand Atonement, to redeem them from 
all Iniquity; from its deſtructive 9 and 
ou its domineering Power. 

_ I Hor, poor R——— will have ae to bleſs | 
GOD for your Ladyſhip. Then I ſhail not regret, 
- that I was inſtrumental in introducing Him to your 
Notice. I am obliged to you, Madam, for lending 


— as 7 
* 5 D 
K eee. 
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Theron and Aſpaſio. It is like putting the Mite into I 
Exchange. O] may our bleſſed and heavenly | 


MAS TE R. at his Coming, receive his own with 
Ufury !—You need not doubt, but my beſt Prayers 
attend Lady FRANCES: SHIRLEY. And 

She has no Reaſon to doubt, She has abundant 
Cauſe to be aſſured, that HE who fits at GOD's 

right Hand, maketh Interceſſion for Her. If You 

pleaſe to command me, I will endeavour to prove 
q this from Scripture, and make it as plain, as if She 

| was mentioned by Name.—Permit me the Pleaſure | 
| of wiſhing You, Madam, many happy new Years; 
wy the Honour of profeſſing myſelf. 


Your Ladyſhip's 
; Weſton, . | - moſt obliged | 
In. 8, 1757+ „ — Servant. 


L E T. 


—— 
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2 was not hk fs mit y Refle&tions; 0 13 
I neglected, by the laſt Poſt, to aeknowlege the 
* of your Letter. But I then was, and ſtill 
am very buſy, in tranſcribing a little Piece, which 
may poſlibly ſee the Light. If ever it ſhould come 
to your Hands, You will hardly believe your. own 
Eyes. I believe, I muſt not offer to make a Pre- 
ſent of it to your Ladyſhip, or to anv Perſon; there 
will be ſo little in it, that tends to Edification. I 
ſometimes am ready to blame myſelf for intarmed- 
dling; but I had a ſtrange, almoſt irreſiſtible Incli - 
nation. May HE, in whom are hid all the Treaſures | 
of Wiſdom and Knowlege, fulfl his Promiſe; and 
ni the Blind, in the Way which they know not. : 
. Tmanks, many Thanks to your Ladyſhip, for 
Ar: very genteel Reprimand of the Doctor. 1 
hope, it did Him Good, when HE received it; 4 
Auge Vou, it gave me no ſmall Pleaſure to read it. 
I yore, GOD will make Lord D——th fed 
fo Mt and immoveable ; enable Him always to entreaſs 
in the Faith, and always to abound in the Works of the 
LORD.—May Succeſs attend your generous En- 
deavours to ſerye that worthy Man, R——. And 
may unerring Wiſdom direct your Heart, and guide 
your Hand, in the other Affair You mention, I 
72 | m. 
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am, I may ſay, a perfect Stranger to Mr. . 
I faw Him, indeed, once or twice in Londen, bur 
have heard nothing of Him ſince that Time; and 


ſhould not know Him, if I were to meet Him. He 


ſeemed, if I remember right, to be under Diſtreſs 
of Mind, and not to have a clear View of the rich 
Grace of the Goſpel. May I take the Liberty to 
aſk, What the Sin is, with which Mr. 
is Charged? I will then tell your Ladyſhip, what 1 oo 
have frequently thought to be the Meaning of the 
Paſſage, You quote; There is a Sin unto Death, I 
do not ſay, that He ſhall pray for it Never aſk me, 
good Madam, whether You ſhall give away Theron 
and Afpaſio. I ſhall be ſure to anſwer, like the two 


Daughters of the Horſeleech, Prov. xxx. 15. Or, 


as the wiſe Man, In the Morning 2 thy Seed, and 
in the Evening wit h- hold not thine Hand. For thou 


| knoweſt not, which 5 proſper, this or that.— I very Pa | 


rarely ſee Mr. R He has ſo much Buſi. 

neſs upon his Hands, and his Neighbour ſo ſeldom _ 
ſtirs abroad. —I wiſh, the unhappy Youth in New- 
gate may prove a ſecond Oneſimus. That He may 
ſee the Goodneſs of GOD, in giving Him your 
| Ladyſhip's favourable Regard ; but fee it ten thou- _ 
ſand Times more, in giving his- own SON to make 

Reconciliation for the Sins of the People. May y 

this tranſcendent Goodneſs be revealed more and 
more in all our Hearts! fill Us with Joy; animate 
Us to Obedience; and ſweetly lead us to evangeli- 
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"RP relation to your Command, o of” givin m 


Opinion a ſecond, Time. The ſe, w which 5 | 


Ladyſhip has repreſented, is enough to make One 
ſhudder. LORD, what is Man, if forfaken' 'by 
thy SPIRIT! O, do Thou never leave U s, nor | 
forſake 1 Us ; ; but deliver Us from every evil 1 Wark, 

and preſerve Us to thy heavenly Kingdom! 1 


214 15 5:23; e 


- HARE. Apoſtle, who was not. inferior to the pre- 
ſent Chriſtians in Tenderneſs and Benevolence, | 
ſays; I: any. Ore who is called 4 Brother, who has 
made a public and diſtinguiſking Profettion of erg 5 
: tianity, be a &c, with ſuch. a One. neither condiſe, es: 
nor ſs much as eat. Have nd Intercourſẽ with Him; 


A 


renounce his Acquaintance. That He may be 
brought to a Senſe of his Guilt, and return to 
GOD by Faith in JESUS CHRIST,—If your 


U LO 


- 
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Ladyſbip pleaſes to take any Notice of his Letter, 
I think, it would not be amiſs to hint. at the horrid 
Story ; and aſk Him, whether He has ever read 
ſuch a Text,, as 1 Cor. v. 11. Then I hope, the 
Wiſdom of GOD will direct your Proceedings, 
and the Mercy of GOD will heal his Backſlidings. | 

Do You know, Madam, whether Mr. 
was in Connection with —— „when this dark 
Tranſaction came abroad? Does He ſtill affociate 
with them, and is He ſtill acknowleged by them? 
It puts me in Mind of that very important and very 
delightful Portion of Scripture, Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13, 

14. Which ſhews Us the evangelical, and the 
only effectual Method, of becoming pure in Heart, 
and of being freed from the Dominion of Sin. May 
this Grace be more and more revealed in your 
Ladyſhip s Mind; appearing in all its celeſtial Rich- 
neſs, and appearing as your own Inheritance ! 

TEE Book You mention, was intended to be n no 
more than a Pamphlet; and I begin to think, it | 
will prove to be a mere nothing. There is in it 
but little of the-Serious, and too much of the Hu- 
morous. Which ſeems not very conſiſtent with 
my Office, and not likely to bring Glory to my 
divine MASTER. I believe, therefore, it will, 
like the Snows which covered our Houſes while I 
was writing, ſink, Gilappear, and be as Rouge it 
had never been. 15 


* 4 


WIEN 


- 


* 


19 Lapy. Faances SIE TR r. 29 


WEN Vou have an Opportunity of procuring 
Franks, be pleaſed, Madam, to remember, and 1 5 
I am ſure You need not be ſollicited to es J; 


*** | i . Th 7 . Your Ladyſhip 8 
„ _—_ * . 
TJ 


5 \ Weltbay.” 3 moſt e 
f „ * 
Jane 27, I ET Ss EO - OR _— 
" 1 — + <4 # 0 . 5 ** 14 +. * 1 * * : 0 1 
. & 3:3 F _— 1 8 * +4 A * __ 40 #4 4 a & * K 
NY Fa | 8 
4 7 . 0 we 4 3 
— 4 4 # 7 10 
7 4 f 2 * 
1 3 * 4 % 
4.04 8 DAG VS bn nig NT 
L E „ E. „ | 
; 3 „ + p45*5} O14 
Manaus,” ol 


\OR ron F ranks, haw a many Ack 
ments do I owe Which are more peculiarly 
| * as I read in them an Expreſſion of your 
I Ladyſhip s friendly Regard, and as they came, not 
after a long Delay, or upon repeated Sollicitation, 
' but upon the very firſt Intimation of my Wants. 
This is obliging indeed This i is acting like Your- 
ſelf; with a Beneficence as ſuperior ; and diſtinguiſh 
ed as your Quality. 5 5 
Do I fay this by Way of Compliment, or to 
| fatter my honourable Lady? Far from it. I men- 
tion ity in order to aſſiſt Us in owt a ane 


” : — U 


R Do You bh Madam, to d unge- 
nerous or little Things ? Do You beftow your Fa- 
Wurs, * that genteel and noble Air, which be- 
DE ee WF 2: | comes 
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comes your exalted Station? How much more cer. 
tainty will our GOD ad conformably. to his im- 
menſely. glorious and amiable! perſections? Efpe- 
_ cially as his great Decree is, To do all for the Diſ- 
play and Honour of his Grace. How rich then 
muſt his Gifts'be, infinitely beyond all Patterns or 
Models ; infinitely beyond all Words or Thoughts ! 
WEN He gives CHRIST, a Portion more 
precious than all Worlds,” to poor Sinners freely— 
When He gives eternal Life and heavenly Happi- | 
neſs, to poor Sinners freely—When, He. gives his 
moſt bleſſed SPIRIT and all ſpiritual Bleflings, 
to poor Sinners freely—Then He acts in Conformi- 
ty to his ſublimely great and gracious Attributes. 
Theſe Mercies then let Us chearfully and confi- 
dently expect. Not becauſe We are, or ſhall be, 
worthy ; but becauſe GO D is inconceivably 
GOOD. Becauſe his Juſtice being glorified in 
CHRIST JESUS, there is no End of his Com- 
paſſion, there i is no Meafure of his Liberality. 
3 LEASING Subject! May your Lach hip 5 
"Thoughts purſue it, with much Delight and to 
great Advantage ! —I am called away to attend on 
other Buſineſs. But let me firſt. beg the Favour of 
receiving, what You partly promiſed, the Account 
of poor R—; of his Misfortiihes; and, I hope, 
| You will be able to add, of his ſingular Relief by 
Means of your Ladyſhip's s Intereſt, —May 1 : alſo aſt 
to know, how You thought proper to proceed, in 


| the Affair relating to Mr, = — ?=The Packet 


Lapy FRANCES SHIRLEY, I. 
directed to Mr. R———, ſhall, be ſent To-mor- 
row. Laſt Week, He was ſo kind. as to give me 
his Company at J/eflon. When We talked of our 
common Benefactreſs, and wiſhed Her everlaſiing 


Conſolation and good Hope through Grace. In which 
With, though Multitudes concur, yet None more 


cordially or mare ardently than, „„ | 
Weſton, : | Your moſt obliged, 12 


Feb. 19, 1757 · : . | and moſt obedient Servant. 


Mannie $5es 


- DESIRE to bleſs GOD, if any Sentence 
from this Pen has been ſo happy, as to give You 
the leaſt Pleaſure, Comfort, or Advantage. Were 
my Abilities equal to my Wiſhes, or proportioned g 
to my Obligations, the little ſhould ſoon become 
great.—It is owing to the Influence of GOD's 
bleſſed SPIRIT, if any Thing that We ſpeak. or 
write, is rendered. efficacious. And this good : 
SPIRIT, I truſt, He will pour upon your Lady. 
ſhip more and more copiouſly. Becauſe, i it is faid 
by. our Divine MASTER; 1 came, that they 
OS - might 
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might IP Life, and that they might have it ay 5 5 
abundantly. Becauſe, it is elſewhere declared by 
Him; I will pray the FATHE R, and He ſhall give 
You another ComrorTER, that He may abide with 
You for EVvkR. — See, Madam, on what a ſtrong 
Foundation our Hopes are built! To procure for : 
Das a Title to theſe Bleflings, and aſcertain to Us 
the Enjoyment of theſe Bleſſings, was the great 
End of our LORD's Coming in the Fleſh, is the 
grand Import of his Interceſſion in Heaven. 
Wb ſhall often feel our Devotion (as You very 
properly expreſs it) henumbed; and though not real- 
ly, yet ſeemingly dead. That is the Time, in 
which Faith ſhould exert itſelf. Then We ſhould 
ſay with the Prophet; Behold, GOD is my Salva- 
tion; I will truſt and not be afraid, The BLOOD of 
my incarnate GOD makes me whiter than Snow; 
in his OBEDIENCE I am completely righteous; and 
through his Interceſſion I am eternally ſafe, Thus 
| ſhould Faith be as an Ever-Green, while all our 
other Graces are like the Boughs of yonder Elm, 
in its preſent leafleſs and forlorn Condition. This 
is the Way to have our Deadneſs enlivened, and to 
make our ſpiritual Numbneſs glow. . It is by Means 
of this precious Faith, that the Wi ng buds and 
bloſſoms as a Roſe. 


Poor Mr. —! I pity his Circumſtances. 


1 They are certainly very miſerable. And abundant- 
ly more ſo, becauſe the Miſery is but too deſerved. 


To labour under ſuch . and have no Conſo- 
lation 


2 . * 2 8 55 * | T 
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lation in CHRIST! To be a Burthen to Him- 
ſelf, and a Reproach to his Religion! How cutting, 
how afflictive What does He do for a Livelihood ! 
I wonder, how his Wife and Children ſubfiſt, I 
think, it would not be proper for your, Ladyſhigs 

to allow Him, the Honour of waiting upon You. 
Yet if I might have Leave to ſpeak, I ſhould be 
very apt to plead a little in his Behalf. Not be- 
cauſe He is worthy, but becauſe He is (as We all 
were, when CHRIST. became our Salvation! 
wretched, helpleſs, ruined. ' O Ifrael, ſays the com- 
paſſionate REDEEMER, thou ha/? rad The 
felt, but in Nx is thy. Help found. 15 

H As your Ladyſhip ſeen a Book, entidled, The 
Goſpel Myſtery of Sanfification, written by Mrs 
Aarſbal; now re-publiſhed, with a .recommendatory 
Letter by Mr. Hervey ? It is a Book, which has 
been and is ſingularly comforting, edifying, benefi=. 
cial to my own Heart; and from an earneſt Deſire, 
that it might be made equally or more eminently ſa; 
to your's, I would venture to recommend it to yours 
Ladyſhip. The Reading of this Book, I have ſome-. 
times thought, is like the Eating of Olives. Which, 

on the firſt Trial, are generally inſipid, if not diſ- 
guſtful. But upon a repeated Uſe, they become 
palatable, pleaſin g and delicious, — I return Mr. 
's Letter, I ſhall hope for Mr. aan, $: 
Hiſtory, and beg Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, - 


| | Madam, Your moſt -s | 192 , 
March 5, SE and very hk 3 


v4 1 


DEP TERS 77, 
IL E T T E * hat, a. 180 
Ti is long, fince I had the Pleaſure of b weng to 
Vou; 3 longer itil, ſince I had the Honour of 
hearing from You. ' My Loſs, 1 hope, does not 
proceed from your Illneſs, or any afflictive Indiſpo- 
tion. Engagements, I prefume, of the genteel 
or beneficent Kind, whereby You oblige the Polite 
or ſuccour the Diftrefſed, have made 2 n 
upon your Time larger than ordinaty. . 

I WISsn your Ladyſhip a confirmed See er 
Health, to enjoy the Delights of this opening Sea- 
fon. Now the Year is putting on her beautiful 
Attire, G0 is ſending forth his SPIRIT in 
order to renew the Face of the Earth. It is ex- 
extremely pleaſing to obſerve, how the Hedges be- 
gin to bud. The Buds, every Day, ſwell more and 
more upon the Sight, The univerſal Green is con- 
tinually enlarging in its Extent, or brightening its 
Aſpect. Thus may your Ladyſhip's Faith in 
CHRIST grow and encreaſe. That precious 
Faith, which brings Honour to his holy Name, and 
Comfort to the Sinner's Soul. Which regards and 
treats Him according to his infinite Glory and infi- 
nite Grace; as the TRUE GOD; as the GREAT 
GOD; as GOD OVER ALL, BLESSED rox 
EVERMORE: | 


Tris 
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Tuts noble F aith acknowleges and uſes Him, as 
an All-ſufficient SAVIOUR from the Gui/t, and 
an Almighty SAVIOUR from the Power of Sin. 
It firmly truſts, that the Death of JESUS has fi- 
niſhed Tranſgreſſion, and made Reconciliation for Ini- 
gquity; that the SPIRIT of CHRIST will ſub. . 
due Corruption, renew Us after the Image of GOD, 
and animate Us to all the Duties of Religion. 
This is F aith; ; the Faith of the Operation F GOD; 
whoſe Fruit js Holineſs, and the End everlaſting Li ife. | 
Can I then wiſh my honoured Friend a greater 
| Blefling, than that this Faith may be operative and 
progreſſive in her Heart, as the Bloom and Verdure. 
will ſoon be diffuſive over all the Face of N ature ?. 

_ CovipTI think of a more exalted or more com- 
prehenſive Bleſſing, this ſhould not be the habitual | 
Wiſh of, 


| Madam, | 
Weſton, - | Your moſt obedient, 


April 2, 1757s '  _ and moſt obliged Servant. 


1 
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L E T T r N OV. 
MAD AM, 


Pran me to wiſh Yau: many edifying 2 
delightful Interviews with Lord D- th 
and his Lady. Of ſuch Interviews, 1 think, We 
may uſe the Words, which I have juſt been ſpeax- 
ing upon to my Family; It is good for U to be 
Here. Oftentimes, while We are talking, Grace 
is adminiſtred, and the Fire kindles. We have 
brighter Views of CHRIST, and firmer Faith in 
his infinitely rich Atonement. So may the Hearts 
of my honourable Friend and her noble Acquaint- 
ance burn within them, whenever they confer about 
the Lamb that was ſlain, 125 the ineflimable Fruits 
of his Blood. 5 
Tuts, I hope, will = your Ladyſhip 1 re- 
turned from your late Excurſion. Not without 
Gratitude to that eternal Providence, which is about 
our Path, and keeps Us in all our Ways. Which 
hath ſaid of his People; Left any hurt them, I will 
keep them Night and Day. 
Your Opinion, concerning my Intention to 
publiſh two or three Sermons, I acknowlege as a 
real Favour. And I think, your Ladyſhip has ſome 
Reaſon to grant me ſuch Favours, becauſe You 
are ſenſible, they are not beſtowed in vain. Wit- 
; neſs 
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neſs the Deſign, relating to a a Diſcourſe, lately pub. 
liſhed by our Biſhop elect. 

I BEGAN to officiate for ac on a 45 
was much difordered by the Buſineſs. Yeſterday 
under Apprehenſions of a Relapſe. Still it is un- 
| certain, whether the Die will turn up Sickneſs or 
| Health. It puts me in Mind of that emphatical 
Expreſſion, and that deſirable Change, AY 
ſhall -be fvallowed up of Life. 5 ; 

WII the utmoſt Eſteem, and ſincereſt Grati- 
tude, I OY Leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 1 
Pour Ladyſhip's 

N moſt obliged, 

May 37, 1757. © humble Servant. 


* 
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| Mapan, , 
| I T is indeed a delightful Sight, to PR a Perſon of 
1 Lord D— th's Dignity and Politeneſs, 


cloſing his Letter with the Name of JESUS 
CHRIS T. May We all know more and more 
of that JUST ONE ! Then it will appear meet 
and right; not a pious Extravagance, but a moſt 
rational Determination, to count all Things but Loſs 


fr the " * CHRIST JESU eur 
LORD. 
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LORD. He is higher than the Barre as | 
more illuſtrious than the Angels; He is the very 
_ Brightneſs of bis FATHER's Glory, and in Him 
dwells all the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD. To 
whom then, may He juſtly ſay, will ye liken me? Or 
what Likeneſs will ye compare unto me? Gold, ſure, 
muſt be ſordid Duſt, compared with his unſearchable 
Riches; and human Righteouſneſs no better than 
filthy Rags, ſet in Competition with his moſt per- 
fect Obedience and meritorious Sufferings. I 
I think, I ſhall never have Reaſon to be aſhamed 
of * Mr. Fenks. He is one of thoſe 
Authors, who, though not ſo captivating on the 
firſt Glance, will be more pleaſing and profitable, 
the more We converſe and the better We are ac- 
quainted with them. 
LOOK Obſervation, I acknowlege, is very juſt, 
with regard to the Writings of Mr. Adam and Mr. 
Hervey. Mine are not fit for ordinary People; I 
never give them to ſuch Perſons; and diſſuade this 
Claſs of Men from procuring them. O!] that, ac- 
companied by G OD's bleſſed SPIRIT, they may 
be of ſome Service to the more refined Part of the 
World! May teſtify of his Grace, and exalt the 
divine SAVIOUR; which, I am perſuaded, is 
the moſt effectual Way to introduce Newneſs 
of Heart, and promote Holineſs of Life. _ 
To pray for your Ladyſhip I can never forget, ſo 
long as there remains a Spark of Gratitude in my 
Heart. And I beſeech You to remember ever re- 
member : 


A 
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member—that You have a better Apvocare, than 
ten thouſand of the greateſt Saints on Earth. HE 
ever lives to make Interceſſun for Tou, who. is ſet 
down on the right Hand of the Majeſty on bigh, 
and ſees all Things put under his Feet. Bleſſed be 
his holy Name ! He was, our. SACRIFICE on the 
Croſs; He is dur Apvoc ATE in Heaven; and He 
will be our PquzrION. to. Fg; e me, 
Madarn, to OY F 
„ Four moſt obliged,” 5 

; LD 1 8 8 | 0 obedient Servant 
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JXDEED, Madam, 1 did think 1 it . very | 
long, ſince I had the Pleaſure of hearing from 
Fou; and was determined, this Morning, to have 
etiquited after your Ladyſhip's Health. Bleſſed be 
GOD, that your Silence was not owing, to Sick⸗ 
neſs; that neither Pain nor Indiſpoſition laid the | 
Embarge upon your Pen. 

Br pleaſed to accept my beſt Thanks for your « 
unwearied Geheroſity to poor R —. Indeed. 
I believe, He will anſwer the Character, which 
your Candour has given Him; and I hope, your 


charitably-Endeavours to ſerve Him, will not be in 
yain, . 


j 
) 
{ 
| 
} 
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vain. To Yourſelf, I am ſure, Fed will not. Be- 


cCauſe, HE has ſaid, who i is Truth and Goodneſs; 


A Cup of cold M. ater, given to 4 poor Creature, becauſe 
He belongs to ME, ſball in no wiſe Joſe its Reward. 
May the Love of that moſt beneficent RED EEM- 
ER, be ever warm in your Ladyſhip $ Heart ; ; and 
ever prompt your Hand, your Tongue, your Pen 


to every good Word and Work! 
: You ſet me a hard Taſk, Madam, when You 


command me to ſay, What ſhould be done in the Caſe 
Permit me to declare, that I 
cannot anſwer this Queſtion to my own Satisfaction. 


How then can I think of giving an On ee 


factory to your Ladyſhip ? 

Shall I beg of your Ladyſhip to accept a little : 
Eſſay, that is going to make its Appearance, in the 
Form of Sermons ? They will be ſent, by my Book- 


ſeller, to Lady A F————'8, directed for Your- 


ſelf. May J alſo requeſt the Favour of your Prayers | 


in their Behalf? That the GOD of Almighty 
Power would vouchſafe to accompany them with 
his Blefling ; bid them ſound an Alarm to the 
Careleſs, and adminiſter Conſolation to the Awaken- 
ed; bid them teſtify of his infinitely free Grace, 
and glorify his moſt beloved SON. hom to 

know, is Wiſdom; whom to receive, is Happineſs. 
WHarT will the Biſhop of Peterborough think? 
Will He ſuſpect Himſelf to be meant in the Preface? 
Read i it, I preſume, He will. Curioſity will prompt 
Him to ſee, what proceeds from a Clergyman of 
. his 


PSY | 
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his own Dizech. O! that it may not exaſperate, 


but admoniſþ Him. I was once, in the Days of my 


Self- Rigfiteoufdeſs, admoniſhed by 3 Perſon, as much 
my Inferior in Point of Education and Literature, 
as the Author of thoſe Sermons is inferior, in every 
Thing, to my Lord of Peterborougb. Upon ſecond 
Thoughts, I fancy, all ſuch Hints or Remonſtrances 
will be reckoned. utterly beneath the Notice of our 
great People. They will ſcorn to beſtow a Thought 
upon them. How then ſhould We admire the Con- 
deſcention of the exalted JEHO' VAH, who does 


not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things ! Does not diſdain 


to ſmile even upon ſuch low and, feeble Attempts; to ; 


magnify his Name, and edify his People * Fils 


W1LL your Ladyſhip excuſe. my not ſending 2 


Frank ? And will You, for your own Sake, as well 


as for mine, remember, as You have often <a 


| your impoveriſhed, but LO I Gn 
„„ 1 ENS - moſt obedient, 


$3; 


r 


3 
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LETTER 


is Ai i ths 
yu STERDAVY I. ee your 0 dn! and 

very valuable Preſent. Hardly knowing how 
to ren my Gratitude, or return my Thanks, for 
your ready Attention to all my Requeſts; and ge⸗ 
nerotis Supply of all my Wants. May the LORD, 
100 f is rich in Mere enable You to æHñu Hi, and 
initats Him! in this lovely Attribute ever more and 
nb he Sweet⸗Mzats pertilt n bc Witt 4 mt 


the holy Word of GOP, revealing CHRIST, 


and free Juſtification bn. -tfrouph' his Righteouſneſs, 

may be ſibeeter to your LF yſhip 8 Taſte, than Honey 
and the Honey Comb. As to tlie Franks, 72 humbly 
beg of GOD, that I may uſe them to his GI 
and make them a Means of ſpreading abfoad the 
Savour of CHRIST JESUS's Name 

I THINK, my Bookſeller acted injadiciouſly, i in 
cloathing the Sermons with Black. It has too ſo- 
lemn and melancholy an Aſpect. I would have my 


Diſcourſes on a Faft-Day dreſſed, as our divine 
MAS TER dire&s*Us to dreſs Ourſelves. Thou, 


toben Thou faſteſt, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy 
Face. 


Ir You do any of my Sermons the 3 of 


putting them into the Hand of Sir William $—, 


I moſt heartily beſeech the Omnipotent GOD 
to 
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to accompany them with a Blefling. That they 
may not be as Clouds without Water, but may drop as 
the Rain, and diſtill as the Dew. 
STRANGE indeed was the. Controverſy between 
your Ladyſhip and your generous Neighbour. I 
hope, You was vanquiſhed, and He carried his 
Point. If ſuch was the Spirit, and fuch the Na- 
ture of our Controverſies, I ſhould be glad to ſee 
them become general, and ſhould wiſh to have all 
the World ſet together by the Ears. Then, our 
LORD's memorable Words would expreſs the in- 
tended, as they now expreſs the eventual, Effect of 
his Coming; Think. 7, that I came to ſend Peace on. 
Earth? I tell You, nay ; but rather Diviſjon. | 
, Wurrnever You enjoin -me to ſpeak, or to be 
lent, I truſt, You will find me all Conformity 
and Duty. One Inſtance, and no inconſiderable 
one, of my Punctuality in this Reſpect, I can give. 
Which is, that of all the Letters, with which your 
Ladyſhip has been pleaſed to honour me, I have one, 
only one remaining. And on that, the Place, the 
Initials of your Name, every tell-tale Peculiarity, 
are expunged. This will declare, more expreſſively 
than my Pen, how ſincerely and thoroughly I am, 
Weſton, Your Ladyſhip's obedient, 
Sept. 9p 1757» alan dutiful Servant. 
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„o Ae» 
Mapa, 
P RMIT me to beg Pardon ; and what is more, g 
permit me to promiſe myſelf Pardon; though I 
have too long deferred to acknowledge your laſt Let- 
ter; the Honour it did me, and the Pleaſure it gave 
me. Thurſday laſt was, with Us, ſo very dirty below, | 
and rainy above, that I could hardly prevail with TR, 
myſelf to ſend my Servant to the Poſt-Office. 5 
Bor if my beſt Wiſhes and Prayers might pre- 
vail, this will find your Ladyſhip perfectly recover- 
ed from your late Indiſpoſition; and filled with all 
Foy and Peace in believing.—It is obſervable, the 
Apoſtle ſays, all Joy, all Peace, is to be derived, 
not from practicing, but believing ; not from any 
Thing in Ourſelves, but from the Ful LNESs that 
is in CHRIST. From believing, that our Sins 
are laid npon the bleſſed JESUS; and removed 
from Us, as far as the Eaft is from the Weſt. That 
ll CHRIS T, the LORD of Glory, is made unto. 
if Us Righteouſneſs : his Integrity and Obedience, his 
| ' Duties and Graces, his moſt perfect Deeds and Suf- 
| _ .  ferings, being imputed to Us. Inſomuch that We 
| | Rand before G OD, are regarded and ſhall be treat- 
ö ed of GOD, as if We Ourſelves had actually per- 
7 formed and exerciſed all this conſummate Holineſs. 
| IJuſt as the late Elizabeth, when united by the ma- 
E: trimonial 


„ 


— 
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trimonial Band, to the Emperour of the Muſcovites, 
was no longer regarded as the Woman of low Birth, 


but as the Conſort of the. mo e on 


Earth. | | f 8 
IB ESss GOD . the 188 Meveyii if He is 


pleaſed to give my Sermons any Favour and Accept- 
ance. I humbly beſeech Him, to make them as a 
pointed Arrow, that they may enter; as a barbed 


Lon that they may abide. 
I am, Madam, 


Weſtonn, J Your moſt obliged, 
Oct. 8, 1757. | humble Servant. 


L ET T E R CL. 
Mapan, 


I AM truly ſenſible of the -Honbut You do me, in 
admitting me to ſuch a Degree of your Confi-/ 
dence, and communicating your Thoughts with ſo 


little Reſerve. I hope, your Ladyſhip will never 


have Reaſon to complain, that I make an undue 


Uſe of ſuch Condeſcention ; either by making the 


Purport of your Letters the Subject of inconſiderate 
Tattle, or by Maas the 9 nd Superiority. 


of your Station. 


AS = ITRVsr, 


"% 
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I raus, my dear Friend's Sermon will be to 
your Ladyſhip's Soul, as a Dew from the LORD. 
Refreſhing your Heart, and invigorating your Faith, 

as the morning Dews revive and quicken the lan- 
- guiſhing Herbs. The Cafe of the impotent Man 
at Betheſda, is too juſt a Repreſentation of our 
Faith. Was our Faith ſtronger ; did We fedfaftly 
believe in our incarnate GOD ; believe, that every 
one of our Iniquities are laid on Him; that what- 
ever He did and ſuffered for the Redemption of Sin- 
ners, He did and ſuffered for Us—were We rooted. 
and grounded in this Belief, how would it cheer our 
Thoughts, and enliven our Hopes ! How would it 
draw the Thorn from our Conſciences, and pour 
Balm, the Balm of Heaven, on our Souls! 
WIIIE Wars diſtreſs many Parts of the World, 
and Rumours of Wars alarm almoſt all the World, 
may that be fulfilled to You, Madam, which is 
ſpoken by the Prophet /Ja:ah ; My People ſhall dwell 
in a peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, and © 
in quiet Refting-Places. This Reſting-Place is 
CHRIST, his precious Buoop and EVERLAST=- 
ING RIGHTEOUSNESS. Here I leave You. Here 
may every Change of Circumſtance find You. Then. 
You will be found as fafe and happy, as is moſt un- 


feignedly wiſhed by 
Weston, Your Ladylhip! med nel 


Nov 2, 17% and obedient Servant. 
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| Mapa, n 


-1 BEG Pardon for a ſilent ſo 16: * not 
enquiring after your Health. One Cauſe was, 


the Lofs of my own. Which delivered me over to- 


the Hands of the Phyſician and Surgeon, to the Diſ-' | 


cipline of the Draught and the Lancet. Which 


have, I bleſs GOD, relieved me from a violent. 


Cold, attended with a Fever. —I hope, the Divine 
Providence has preſerved your Ladyſhip from ſuch 
Afflictions; and] beſeech the Divine M A JE STY' 
to grant, that You may long enjoy that Balm of 
Nature Health, and eternally enjoy that Balm of 
Heaven CHRIST! = 

Mrs. Lefevre's Letters I hav never ſeen, and 


ſhall moſt thankfully receive them, as a Preſent from 


your Ladyſhip. Hoping, that as You are pleaſed 

to give me the Book, the LORD JESUS will 

endow You, Madam, with the Spirit it breathes, 
I Have been extremely hurried for a conſiderable 


Time, and all my Family in much Diſorder, by re- 


moving into a new Abode ; in order to have my old 


one taken down and rebuilt." Nor even yet have 


We completed the troubleſome Affair. 
Wren Lady Frances favours me with the intend- 
ed Preſent, ſhall I beg of Her to add a few Franks 
= 0 to 


——ä—ẽ' ' —E— —4 242 


{ 

| 

i 

. 

9 
4 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
j 
1 


to the Gift? Theſe are particulary ſerviceable to me, 
' Becauſe, ſome of my remote Correſpondents are 


unable to procure them; and I muſt either furniſh 
them, or elſe have no Benefit from this Privilege of 
Parliament. So that I frequently ſend a Letter, 
with a Frank encloſed. Which cauſes a Jarger 
Conſumption'than ordinary. 

PERMIT me to ſelect a Promiſe from 4 Book of 
Iſaiah, as my Wiſh for your Ladyſhip, at the en- 


ſuing dolemnity; The Ranſomed of the LO RD ſhall 


return and come to Sion with Songs, and everlaſting 


Jay hall be upon their Heads. They ſhall obtain Foy: 


| and Gladneſs, from the RIGHTEOUSNESS, | the, 


BLoop, the infinite MERIT of their incarnate. 
GOD, and Sorrow and Sighing. ſhall flee away. 


Amidſt the Sincerity and Ardour of ſuch Wiſhes, 
I beg Leave to profeſs myſelf, 


Madam, 


Weſton, Your moſt obliged, 
Pee. 17, 37570 humble Servant, 


/ 0 
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N 15 * * 'R Ex, 


T EN hula Thanks to my honoured Lady, 
for her very valuable, and very obliging Pre- 
ſent. The Sweet-Meats were the latter; the Franks 
and the Book the former. I know not how to ex- 
preſs my Gratitude, unleſs it be by wiſhing for your 
Ladyſhip, what was the Subject of my ſhort Exhor- 
tation to my Family laſt Night; I will give You the 
fare Mercies of David. May this be the magnifi- 
cent and glorious New-Year' 8 Gift of JEH O- 
V AH, to them, to my People, and more abun- | 


dantly to You, Madam. 


I HAVE not read, only Juſt dipped into, Mrs, Le 


Fevre's Letters. For indeed I have been exceed- 
ingly ill, ſince I had the Honour of writing to your 
Ladyſhip laſt. So ill, that the current Report was, 
« Mr. Hervey is dead.” This is the firſt Letter I 
have attempted to write, ſince this ſevere Attack. 
BE ſo good, Madam, as to return my moſt 


| aus Acknowledgments to the generous Lord 
th; together with my a ardent Wiſhes, that 
He may ſhine as a Light in the Midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation. Shine before GOD, in 
the immaculate and everlaſting Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST : ſhine before Men, in all the Beauties ; 


o evangelical Holineſs. 


X-4 '- mn 
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WꝗIæEN Vou mention the Mader s Readi- 
neſs to ſerve me, I ſay; Mpence is this to me? 
Doubtleſs, becauſe Lady Frances condeſcends to 
expreſs a Regard for me. And will not Angels and 
Arch-Angels be much more ready to do Us Service? 
Will not the KING immortal and inviſible be much 
more willing to bleſs Us? Since the divinely excel. 
lent JE 8 Us has owned Us, loved . died for ” 
Us? , 
For your 8 as well 2 as for many 8 5 

Favours, moſt amiably and politely e * 


muſt always be, | [ 
| Madam, -—M 
"Weſton, Your greatly obliged, 6 
Jan. 3, 1758. | and very obedient Servant, | 


Mapa, 


* OUR very obliging Letter deſerved a more 
ſpeedy Acknowledgment ; but my late Illneſs 
has brought me ſo very law, and rendered me ſo 
extremely weak, that my Hand is ſcarce able to 
execute the Dictates of my Heart. I do not go out 1 
of my Room till Dinner Time; and then it is rater 
to 8 


313 
to ee my Relations eat, than to take Refreſhment 
myſelf. 
Amidſt all the 88 of E Nature, 
this, Madam, is the moſt ſovereign Support Free 
Juſtification through JESUS CHRIST. A 
comfortable Perfuaſion, that He has removed our Sins 
from Us, as far as the Eaſt is from the Wiſt;, that 
He has caſt them all into the Depths of the Sea; and 
will preſent Us to Himſelf, not having Spot, or Wrin- 
le, or any ſuch Thing. May this ineſtimable Bleſſing 
be your Ladyſhip's Joy. in Life, and Conſolation i in 
Death! FO 

Your Advice concerning the great Pope I 
will endeavour to obſerve ; and am ſorry for the 
Report, which gave Occaſion to it.— Will your 
Ladyſhip excuſe my enfeebled Hand, if it adds no- 
thing more than the deep Reſpect and 1 0 
Gratitude of, | | 

| 3 | 

| Weſton, Your greatly obliged 

Jaa, 21, 758, and very obedient Servant. 


LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY. 
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 Manpnan, 


ERMIT me to pay, my Thanks at leaſt, for 
your valuable Preſcription. My Sifter has 
made the Broth, it is pleaſing to the Stomach, and 
chearing to the Spirits. But I am ſtill ſurpriſingly 


weak and languid. O! that T may be frong in 
Faith, edit in Hope, and rooted in Charity! And 
not I only, but your Ladyſhip alſo. 

IT is extremely obliging in your Ladyſhip to ex- 


cuſe my ſhort and dilatory Letters. And more ſo, 


to favour me with an important Article of News. 
I Tejoice to hear, that the King of Pruſſia is a real 
Chriſtian. Yet I cannot but wonder, that nothing 


of the chriſtian Spirit appears in any of his Compo- 


ſitions. His late Hymn was written juſt in the 
Taſte of the antient Heathens. And in an Ode, 
which He compoſed on the Subject of Death, I do 


not remember any Acknowledgment of CHRIS T 


or his Atonement, no, nor ſo much as a Hint at 
That illuſtrious Conqueror of our laſt Enemy. 
Whoſe Blood takes away Sin; makes the. Soul 


more free from Guilt, than theſe new-fallen Snows 


are from Stain ; and thereby Death is unſtung. So, 


and ſo . it becomes Gain to die. 
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1 HOPE, your Ladyſhip will ere long honour me 
with another Line ; and, by acquainting me with. 
the Canginuance of your Health, give me ſome; 
Conſolation under the Declenſion of mine. Who 


begs Leave to be, | 

; 1 Madam, | | 
\, Weſton, | FFF moſt obedient, g 
„„ 4s humble Servant, 


LETTER CXV. 


Mapa, a 


OUR Orders are . The Len are 

A burnt. S0 —ſaid One, who ſat by, and ſaw. 
the Papers periſhing in the Flames So let our car- 
nal Affections, and corrupt Deſires, periſh under 
HIS Influence, who acts as a Refiner's Fire; who 
baptizes with the HOL G HOST and with Fire; 
who will ere long be revealed in flaming Fire, io tale 


Vengeance on them, that obey not his Goſpel. 


Your Ladyſhip's kind Enquiries after my Health, 
demand my beſt Acknowlegements, and a ſpeedy 
Anſwer. I wiſh, I could anſwer in ſuch a Manner, 


as might give Pleaſure to your benevolent Heart. 


But I am not yet able to preach. Have not been 
at Church ſince Chri/imas.—Why do I enlarge on 


this Subject? Let me obſerve the Rule enjoined, _ 


Foncerning the Dead and the Abſent ; “ Either fay 
0 Good 
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* Good of them, or elſe ſay nothing about them.” 
—Well; there is a Time coming, when We fhall 
ferve our gracious GOD, without Wearineſs and 
without Intermiſſion, Day and Night, for ever and 
ever. On that happy Period may our Eye and our 

Expectation be fixed. That happy State may We 
look upon as our own, freely given to Us of 
GOD, in Conſideration of his dear SON's in- 
conceivably precious Propitiation. Thus may We 
be „looking for and haſting to the Coming of the 
© Day of GOD.” This is the powerful Means 
of enlivening, what your Ladyſhip truly calls our 
dull, and of elevating our earthly Minds. For He 
that hath this Hope, prrrifieth Himſelf. The natural 
Tendency of ſuch Hope, is, to refine the Temper, 
and exalt the Soul. Somewhat like the continual 
Influx of pure tranſparent Water from the wre 
Head, after the River has been ſwollen, nenn, 
and defiled by long and heavy Rains. 


EI $ROULD WO eſteemed Mr.. C. 


pany a Favour. And had He not the perſona} Re- 


commendations of good Senſe and Seriouſneſs, his 


Coming from your Ladyſhip or bringing News of 


your Health, would have entitled Him to all the 


| Refpett and Civility I was able to ſhe w. 


I THINK, I once faw Mr, How's Meditations, 


But it was juft fo as the Man, of whom St. James 
ſpeaks, feeth his natural Face in a Glaſs. He goeth 
his May, and ann. TRAY what Manner of 
1 8 , h 
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Lr me tell You, Madam, You committed a 
little Miſtake, in the laſt Clauſe of your Letter. 
« Your Brother, You ſay, is as kind to me in his 


<< Way, as You are in yours.” Your Thoughts 


were in a Hurry. Your Attention was diverted. 
Otherwiſe You muſt have written, as You always 
love to write Truth, to this Effect“ He has as 
« much Reaſon to be grateful, as You.” And I 
dare anſwer for it, the Obligation would have been 
as readily acknowleged by Him, as it is and ever 


will be, «0 | 
Vous Ladyſhip's moſt 3 


March 12, 1758. humble Servant. 


I. E. T T 


"Man, AM, 


ERMIT me to congratulate Your on the 

- frequent Opportunities You enjoy, of doing 
Good to our poor Fellow-Creatures. On this alſo 
let me congratulate your Ladyſhip, that You have 
a Heart to make Uſe of the valuable Occaſions; 
and, at the fame Time, an Underſtanding to diſcern 
their utter Inſufficiency in the great Concern of 


| Juſtification before GOD.—You know, that your 
Peace is made, not by corruptible Things, Siluer or. 


Gold, but by that which is greater than the Earth; 


higher than the Heavens 3 more glorious than the 


R__ 
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Angels of Light, grander tham all the Creation of 
GOD; even by the infinitely precious Blood of 
 CHRI 97. | 

You are entitled to my Thanks, as well as to 
poor R 's, for every Exertion of your Intereſt 
in his Behalf. As the Waters, exhaled from the 
Ocean, return in fruitful Showers all over the Land; „ 
ſo, I truſt, theſe Acts of your Beneficence, exer- 
ciſed to me and to Others, will return in copious 
Bleſſings on your Heart, your Life, and all me 
Ways. 

THe little Piece inſerted in the Britiſb Chrenich, 
found its Way thither, without my Direction, and 
without my Knowlege. It was written at the Requeſt 
of Dr. $ „and by Him tranſmitted to the 
Preſs. There is a Paſſage or two, that wants Cor- 
rection. But, as it is likely to fink, and riſe no 
more, Improvement is not very material. 

IT is reported in the Country, that the Prince of 
Wales is remarkably ſerious ; exemplary in his At- 
tendance on the public Worſhip of GOD; and 
not intoxicated with the Circean Cup of the Court. 
May I aſk, whether your Ladyſhip hears ſuch an 
Account from Dr. Hales, and can confirm it by 
ſuch an authentic Teſtimony. 

Your polite Acknowlegements to Dr. $ 


ſhall be communicated in a Ticket this Day ; and 
your manifold Favours to his Ffiend will be ac- 
knowleged ſa long as He is i : 

| Weſton, OY _Jamgzs HERVE . 


LET- 


May 6, 1758. 
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I. E T T ER Cn 


Mapa. 


1 AM glad to hear, that Mr. IWbitdfeld w. was ho- 
1 noured with ſuch Company; and that ſuch ho- 
nourable Company were bleſſed with his Converſa- 
tion. I am ſure, He did not keep Silence from good 
Wards. May his Words, which He whiſpers in 
the Ear in Cloſets, and proclaims as with a Trum- 
pet on the Houſe-Tops, be the Power * GOD to the 
Salvation of the Hearers ! 

I never ſaw the Predictions, which your Lady- 
| ſhip mentions. I am, to all fuch Intruſions into 
F uturity and their boaſted Diſcoveries, an incorri- 
gible Sceptic.—The Letters of a tender, ſenſible, 
religious Wife, written to a Huſband preparing for 
Execution, muſt, I apprehend, be very affecting. 
J had rather fee two ſuch F1ecets than two hundred 
modern Prophecies. 

Wx are now going to commemorate the Miſſion 
of the Eternal SPIRIT. Whoſe Office is, to 
purify the Heart and make the Sinner holy. This 
He executes, by teſtifying of CHRIST; by ſhewing 
Us our Pardon and Juſtification, our Salvation and 
Happineſs, in that moſt glorious SURETY. 
Thus He comforts the Soul; and thus e/tablijbes it, 
in every good Word, and 2 and Temper. May 
your Ladyſhip — more and more of his ſacred 

| Influences; 3 
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Influences; and ſee more and more your Complete. 


"neſs in CHRIST ! This will diſpoſe You, to love 
GOD, to keep his Commandments, and promote 
his Glory. Juſt as lively Spirits and a joyous State 
of Mind, diſpoſe People to be affable in their Con- 
verſation and chearful in their Carriage. 


Your Ladyſhip will allow me the Honour of { f 


profeſling . 
Vour moſt obedient 
May 13, 1758. FEES, humble Servant. | 


* 


rr * einm. 
MAD AM, 


1 HAVE received your Ladyſhip's 8 and 
ſhould have anſwered it before now; but I have 


been extremely ill, and ſtill remain ſo bad, as to be 
obliged to make Uſe of the Pen of Another, to in- 


form your LIND» that I am, 
Madam, 


Weſton Favell, Your Ladyſhip' s moſt obliged, 


Dec. 16, 1758- and moſt obedient, humble Servant. 


Mr. Hervey died the 25th of this Month. 
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